Cultivating Countercultural Contentment

1 Timothy 6:6-10

I. FAR CONTEXT: Overview of 1 Timothy

Theme (8x) “__________________” how God’s household, the church of the living God, is to conduct itself (3:15). The Church is to be godly by…
1. PROTECTING Sound doctrine - the glorious gospel (1:1-11)

2. PROCLAIMING the gospel – Jesus saves sinners/patience/mercy (1:12-17)

3. PERSEVERING in the faith – fight the good fight (1:18-20)

4. PRAYING for the unsaved - that they might come to a knowledge of the truth (2:1-7)

5. PROPRIETY in worship – men praying, women not having authority over men (2:8-15)

6. PROPER leadership - elders and deacons (3:1-3:13)
7. PRESENTING the truth (3:14-16)

8. POINTING out error (4:1-6)

9. PROMISES of godliness 4:7-4:8

10. PROGRESSING and PERSEVERING in godliness – training to be godly (4:9-16)

11. PURE relationships (5:1-2)

12. PROVIDING for widows and elders (5:3-5:18)

13. no PARTIALITY (5:19-21)

14. PATIENCE, PURITY, and PHYSICAL health (5:22-24)

15. PLEDGING honor, respect, and service to non-believing and believing masters (6:1-2)
16. PERCEIVING false doctrines (6:3-5)

17. PRIORITIZING godliness with contentment as a means of great gain (6:6-8)
18. no PANDERING with sin that PLUNGES/PIERCES with destruction & griefs (6:9-10)

19. PULLING back (fleeing sin), PRESSING forward (pursuing righteousness), and PUNCHING ahead (fighting the good fight), POSESSING everything (eternity), PERSISTING to the end (appearing of Christ), and PRAISING God forever (the only Sovereign, King of Kings, Lord of Lords) (6:11-16)
20. PREACHING hope in God (not worldly riches or knowledge) who richly PROVIDES everything for our enjoyment, and PROMISES treasure in the coming age and life that is truly life. (6:17-21)
II. NEAR CONTEXT: 1 Timothy 6
Godliness is countercultural in terms of 

1. How we ACT (6:1-3): C_________________of others - “Honor” “Respect” “Service” 

2. What we ASSENT (6:3-5): C___________________of Christ - “Doctrine” “Sound Words”
3. What we AQUIRE (6-10):  C________________________ “godliness with contentment” 

4. What we AVOID (6:9-11a): C__________________________ “desiring to be rich” “love of money” “flee from these things”

5. What we ADVANCE (6:11b): godly C______________________ “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness”

6. What we ATTACK (6:12a): C____________________to the world – “fight the good fight of faith”

7. What we AWAIT (6:12-16): the appearing of our Lord Jesus C___________– “take hold of the eternal life” 
8. What we ARTICULATE to the rich (6:17-19): not C_____________________ “fix hope on God…not uncertainty of riches” “be generous and willing to share”
9. What we AVERT (6:20-21): empty C_____________________ “avoid opposing arguments”  “falsely called knowledge” 
III. IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 1 Timothy 6:6-10

1. A great GAIN: g_________________ with c____________________
a. Meaning of “gain” (poros): means, source of w__________, advantage, personal profit
1 Timothy 6:5

b. Meaning of “godliness” (eusebeia): eu= _________ sebeia=_______________               

Good worship: r__________________, duty, devotion towards God.
Piety: a deep reverence for God that implies a good and holy life 
1 Timothy 2:2, 3:16, 4:7, 4:8, 6:3, 6:5, 6:6, 6:11
c. Meaning of “contentment” (arkeo): to be possessed of unfailing strength, idea of raising a barrier, secure, satisfied, sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9), God is enough
Opposite of E_______: A mind contented with its lot, sufficiency of necessities

Proverbs 19:23, 30:15-16
Hebrews 13:5-6


2. A great FACT: we brought n__________ in and can take n__________ out of this world
a. We have no strength, capability, or p________ (dunamai) to bring/hold on to anything
b. Example of Job (1:21)
            c. Example of the sons of Korah: Psalm 49:17

3. A great CHALLENGE: To be content with f_________ and c__________________s

a. Example of Jacob: Genesis 28:20

b. Example of Agur: Proverbs 30:8-9
c. Example of Paul: Philippians 4:11-14a.
4. A great WARNING: Those desiring to get rich fall into temptation & a trap because their lusts prove to be foolish and harmful - bringing p___________ & e___________ judgment.


a. i______________ physical destruction (olethros): 1 Cor. 5:5, 1 Thes. 5:3, 2 Thes. 1:9*

b. f______________ eternal destruction (apoleia): Mt. 7:13, Jn. 17:12, Rm. 9:22,        

Phil. 1:28, 3:19, 2 Thes. 2:3, Heb. 10:39, 2 Peter 2:1, 2:3, 3:7, 3:16, Rev. 17:8, 17:11

c. Word Picture: falling/trapped, plunging/drowned

5. A great EXAMINATION: Do you have any form of c______________ that is leading you into sin, away from the faith, and piercing you (or about to pierce you through) with many griefs?  


a. Danger of r_____________ – they start small – sprout into all kinds of large weeds/evil

b. Danger of the love (philos) of m___________________(arguros:silver/argos:shining)
c. Danger of forgetting the consuming grief, pain, sorrow of s__________
d. Word Picture: wandering/lost, piercing/impaled
e. Promise of real faith – g____________ w/ c_______________ is great/the best GAIN!
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Blanks: 1.Considerate, 2. Commands, 3. Contentment, 4. Covetousness, 5. Character, 6. Conformity, 7. Christ , 8: Conceited, 9. Chatter
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Blanks: 1. godliness, contentment, wealth, good, worship, reverence, envy 2. nothing, nothing, power 3. food, coverings 4. physical, eternal, initial, final 5. covetousness, roots, money, sin, godliness, contentment.








