2 Timothy 2:1-26: “God’s Will For Young People”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: 

I. (2:1) Be strong in the grace 
Ephesians 6:13-18, 1 Peter 4:11, John 1:17  

II. (2:2) Be a contagious Christian - entrust (pass it/sound doctrine on) to others who are faithful

III. (2:3-4) Be a good soldier of Jesus Christ – be willing to suffer hardship
2 Timothy 1:7-8, 1 Peter 2:19-20, 1 Peter 3:13-17, 1 Peter 4:19,  Revelation 2:10  

IV. Be a good soldier of Jesus Christ - Please your commanding officer 
Colossians 1:9-14, Ephesians 5:5-12, Romans 12:1-2  

V. Compete to win the prize, and compete according to the rules 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Philippians 3:10-14, 1 Timothy 1:5, 2 Timothy 4:7-8  

VI. Work hard (for the Lord) (Colossians 3:23) kopia,w kopiao: to grow weary, toil, labor till exhaustion
Acts 20:35, 1 Corinthians 4:10-13, 1 Corinthians 15:10, Colossians 1:28-29   

VII. Remember Jesus Christ & the gospel - 
Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
VIII. Suffer hardship for Christ 
2 Timothy 3:12-15, John 15:20, Acts 14:22, 2 Corinthians 4:7

IX. Endure all things for the chosen (be bold/courageous witness of salvation in Jesus Christ)
Matthew 10:22,1 Corinthians 9:12, 1 Corinthians 10:13-14, 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5, 
2 Timothy 4:5, James 5:10-11, Revelation 2:2-3   

X. Test yourself
1. Have you died with Him?
Romans 6:1-14, Galatians 2:20  
2. Are you enduring with Him?
2 Corinthians 6:3-10  Hebrews 10:32-39, Hebrews 12:1-4  James 1:2-4  James 5:11   
3. Have you denied Him?
Matthew 10:32-33, Titus 1:16  
4. What areas are you faithless? 
Mark 16:16, Acts 28:23-24. Romans 3:3-4, 1 Peter 2:1-8  

Practical Advice
1. SPEECH: (2:14) Don’t get into meaningless/fruitless arguments (wrangling about words, worldly/empty chatter, godless talk
2. REPUTATION: (2:15) Be diligent to present yourself approved by God – unashamed workman, accurate handler of the Word of God
3. HOLINESS – (2:19) abstain from wickedness (proof of salvation), be a vessel of honor, cleans oneself, sanctified, useful for the Master – college as a time to prepare yourself for every good work
4. SELF-CONTROL  - (2:22) 



2 Timothy 2:22  
Ta.j de. newterika.j evpiqumi,aj feu/ge( di,wke de. 
  The            but   youthful/adolescent/juvenile      passions/desires/lusts/covetousness   you must flee     pursue/seek after/strive for     but
dikaiosu,nhn pi,stin avga,phn eivrh,nhn meta. tw/n 
righteousness/what is right/just               faith/belief/trust    divine love/concern/interest         peace                    with/along with        the
evpikaloume,nwn to.n ku,rion evk kaqara/j kardi,ajÅ
           calling upon ones                       the             Lord              out of         clean/pure              heart

2 Timothy 2:22   22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 

Flee youthful lusts (put off), put on/pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace – with those (choosing godly friends is so important – those who call on the Lord from a pure heart, choosing a godly mate is so important (begins with your dating standards)
	a. Just because you are away from home, doesn’t mean that you are independent, rather you are still under your parents spiritual headship until you “leave and cleave.”
	b. Let your parents know about every single person you are interested in – tell them why you are attracted to them
	c. Submit to allow your parents to approve every single date – girls, require the guy to call your father to ask his permission to take you out and to share/commit his dating/purity standards so that he knows he is accountable to your father.  Guys, call the girls father for permission to date her and share with him your standards of purity.
	d. Set up strict dating standards and write them down, share with your parents/pastors and the person you are dating – no kissing until engaged, not alone in dark/unaccountable places (cars, bedrooms, etc.), don’t stay out past midnight, 
A guy who wants to get you in bed, is a guy whose is most likely dead spiritually – a wolf.  And there are many wolves out there in the church and at Christian colleges. 
	e. Be patient, prayerful, and trust in God’s sovereignty/his best for your life – in His timing – don’t get in hurry, desperate, or lower your standards/convictions.
	f. Work on being and becoming godly – because a godly person will only date and marry another godly person.  If you are willing to date an unbeliever or immature/non-godly person – know this you are not a godly or mature person yourself.  If you know you are not currently godly or mature, and someone is willing to date you, know that they are not mature or godly.  Girls trust that God will bring the husband to you to pursue you.  Guys you are to be the pursuers – if you don’t pursue and ask the girls out – plan on being single – (Ex. Guys in their 40’s who think its hilarious to have their bachelor pads/live like slobs – trash can of beer bottles in the middle of the kitchen).  

5. Remember that you are the Lord’s slave – (2:24-26) not quarrelsome, kind to all, patient when wronged, gentle, soul-winner – God granting them repentance that leads to the knowledge of the truth, and escape slavery to sin and the devil who enslaves people to do his will and not the Lord’s (for which they were created for).

Conclusion: 

1 Timothy 4:12-16  12 Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.  13 Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.  14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.  15 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all.  16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.


