The Abrahamic Covenant 
Summary: God’s Promise to Abraham (Gen. 15 & 17).  Promise of offspring, blessings for Abraham, name would be great, blessing for those who favor Abraham and vice-versa, Abraham’s descendants would occupy the land of Canaan, the promise of divine blessing for Gentiles as well as Jews, that the Lord would be God to His people; that kings would be descended from Abraham. 

	Scriptures: Genesis 3:15, 12:1-18, 13:14-17, 15:7-18, 17:1-14, 22:15-18, 26:3-5, 35:10-12, 46:3-4, 48:3-4, Exodus 23:31, Numbers 34:1-15, Deuteronomy 1:7, 28:8-13, Joshua 1:2-6, 21:43-45, 1 Chronicles 16:15-18, Psalm 47:8-9, 105:6-10,42, Isaiah 49:6, Jeremiah 23:25-26, 25:9-12, Ezekiel 37:21-25, Daniel 9:2, Amos 9:14-15, Micah 7:20,  Acts 1:6-7, 3:19-21, 15:14-17, Romans 11:1-32, Hebrews 11:8-16, Revelation 7:4
	Promises & Covenants with Israel: The Abrahamic Covenant (Israel a Great Nation, Blessing All Nations, Land Promises, Circumcision) that will be completely fulfilled as the blessing of the gospel is preached to the Gentiles/world, when the nation of Israel is regathered/restored (1948), saved from annihilation (Anti-Christ) by the 2nd coming of Christ (Day of the Lord), all the land/border promises are fulfilled - including a return to the Edenic fruitfulness.  


Ephesians 2:11-12— Therefore, remember that at one time you, Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by those called the circumcision, which is done in the flesh by human hands, 12 were at that time without Christ, alienated from the community of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the world.
Promise is in effect after the Mosaic Law/Covenant: the Mosaic does not replace Abrahamic. 
Exodus 32:13—"Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy servants to whom Thou didst swear by Thyself, and didst say to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'"
Galatians 3:17-18—What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.
A. The Abrahamic Covenant in the Old Testament: 

1. The promises of the Abrahamic covenant
a. Personal Promises To Abraham 
1) Blessed and a blessing (12:2) 
2) Great name (12:2) 
3) Many physical descendants (13:16; 15:4-5; 17:6) 
4) Father of a multitude of nations (17:4-5)
b. National Promises To Israel 
1) A great nation from Abraham’s descendants 
2) Rightful Owner/Everlasting possession of the land of Canaan from the river of Egypt (to the Euphrates river, from the Great Sea (Mediterranean) to the Jordan River (12:7; 13:14-17; 15:7,18-21; 17:8, Joshua 23:4) 
c. Universal Promise To All People 
1) All nations will be blessed through Abraham’s physical line of descent (Gen. 12:3, 22:18, 28:14)
To Summarize: The Seed, the Land, and the Universal Blessing

B. The Continuity of the Abrahamic covenant - The Controversy Over the Abrahamic Covenant 
1. The Abrahamic Covenant involves 3 major issues 

· Is the Covenant conditional or unconditional? Note: the better term is irrevocable. 

· Does it promise Israel permanent existence as a nation? 

· Does it promise Israel permanent ownership of the Promised Land?
2. Key question is the first: Is the Covenant conditional or unconditional? Other two questions answered by this one.
a. Dispensational theologians believe Abrahamic Covenant is unconditional or irrevocable.
b. Covenant theologians believe the Abrahamic Covenant/promises to national Israel were conditional: Genesis 17:1-4, Gen. 22:16-18, 26:3-5
· The national promises to Israel must be interpreted spiritually or typologically, as Israel becomes a part of the church. 

· The national promises to Israel must be interpreted from the New Testament Apostles’ perspective (Galatians 3). 
· And/or, the promise of Israel’s ownership of the land is relegated to eternal state in some way, or possibly in the conquest and monarchy in the Old Testament
3.  Support for the unconditional nature of the Abrahamic Covenant 
a. When the covenant was formally established, only God passed between the halves of the animals—Totally dependent upon God, not Abe 
b. God formally established the A.C. in response to Abe’s question, “Lord God, how shall I know that I shall inherit the land?” (15:8). Point of covenant ceremony was to assure Abe that God would keep His word. 
c.  The A.C. was still in effect even after the patriarchs of Israel had sinned several times. 
Gen. 35:9-12— 9 Then God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him. 10 God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; You shall no longer be called Jacob, But Israel shall be your name." Thus He called him Israel. God also said to him, "I am God Almighty; Be fruitful and multiply; A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, And kings shall come forth from you. "The land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give it to you, And I will give the land to your descendants after you." 
Ex. 2:23-24— 23 Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God. 24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (Cf. Ex. 6:2-8.) 
d. Moses promised that even though Israel would become idolatrous and be 
chastened, in the latter days it would have opportunity to return to God and be obedient. Deut. 4:25-31 (God simply would not forget the A.C.) 
e.  Even after the nation of Israel had sinned over the course of several centuries, 
the Abrahamic covenant was still in effect. 
C. David regarded the A.C. to be in effect w/ Israel. 
1 Chron. 16:15-18— 15 Remember His covenant forever, The word which He commanded to a thousand generations, 16 The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac. 17 He also confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 18 Saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan, As the portion of your inheritance."
D. Time of the exile— 
Is. 41:8-10— 8 "But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, Descendant of Abraham My friend, 9 You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, And called from its remotest parts And said to you, 'You are My servant, I have chosen you and not rejected you. 10 'Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.' 
Jer. 33:23-26— 23 And the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 24 "Have you not observed what this people have spoken, saying, 'The two families which the LORD chose, He has rejected them'? Thus they despise My people, no longer are they as a nation in their sight. 25 "Thus says the LORD, 'If My covenant for day and night stand not, and the fixed patterns of heaven and earth I have not established, 26 then I would reject the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, not taking from his descendants rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But I will restore their fortunes and will have mercy on them.'" 
Micah 7:20— You will give truth to Jacob And unchanging love to Abraham, Which You swore to our forefathers From the days of old. 
E. New Testament - After Israel had been wicked throughout O.T. history, the Holy Spirit indicated that the A.C. was still in effect at the beginning of the New Testament. 
Luke 1:67-75— 67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 68 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant-- 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old-- 71 Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO HATE US; 72 To show mercy toward our fathers, And to remember His holy covenant, 73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father, 74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.
1. Even though the Jews committed the ultimate wickedness of rejecting their Messiah, they were still regarded as children of the Abrahamic Covenant. 
Acts 3:12-13— 12 But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13 "The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 
Acts 3:25-26— 25 "It is you who are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, 'AND IN YOUR SEED ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH SHALL BE BLESSED.' 26 "For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways."
2.  Hebrews 6:13-18, written to the Christian Jews, teaches that the Abrahamic Covenant was God’s unchangeable purpose. 
Heb. 6:13-18— 13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14 saying, "I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU." 15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. 16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 
3. If conditional, the blessing part of the A.C. would have been jeopardized, thus undermining the plan of redemption. 
4. The New Testament in other places emphasizes the unconditional nature of the 
Abrahamic Covenant— 
Rom. 3:1-4a— 1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 2 Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it? 4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar. . . 
Gal. 3:17-18— 17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.
F. The Impact of the Abrahamic Covenant on Israel 
1) Deut. 4:25-31— 
See also Jeremiah 30:11; 46:27-28; Amos 3:2; 9:8; Romans 9:1-13 
2) Many promises: Gen. 12:7; 13:14-15; 15:18-21; 17:8; 1 Chron. 16:15-18; Ps. 105:8-11, etc. 
a) Doesn’t mean Israel had to live in this land to maintain a right to it. 
b) Prophets prophesied a total, permanent restoration of the people 
of Israel to the land. Is. 60:21; Jer. 3:17-18; 16:14-15; 23:5-8; 30:3; Ezek. 20:42,44; 28:25-26;34:13, 27-29; 36:22-32; 37:11-26; 39:25-29; Amos 9:15
G. The Abrahamic Covenant in the New Testament 
1.  Already initial, partial fulfillment with ethnic Israel: Physical Seed. 
a. In the NT, the physical Jew is still considered to be the descendant of Abraham. 
Luke 13:16—And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day? 
Luke 19:9-- And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 
Acts 13:26-- Brethren, sons of Abraham's family, and those among you who fear God, to us the word of this salvation is sent out. 
Rom. 11:1-- I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
b. The seed also focuses on Christ: Spiritual Seed 
1) There is a unique relationship between the nation and its Messiah—Corporate Identity 
*Both are described as the Lord’s Servant. Compare Isaiah 41:8 with 42:1 
Isaiah 41:8-- But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, Descendant of Abraham My friend, 
Isaiah 42:1-- Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 
*Both are described as the Lord’s Son. 
Exodus 4:22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, "Israel is My son, My first-born.
2) The Messiah is also described as a covenant— 
Isaiah 42:6-7-- I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.
Isaiah 49:8-- Thus says the LORD, "In a favorable time I have answered You, And in a day of salvation I have helped You; And I will keep You and give You for a covenant of the people, To restore the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages; 
3) Christ inherits the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant--Gal. 3:16 
4) Christ is the seed as a representative of believing Israel, but not a replacement to Israel.
c. Christ mediates the blessings to those who are baptized into him. Gal. 3:14, 29
Based to some degree on the universal spiritual promise of the Abrahamic covenant.
d. The Gentiles participation in the spiritual blessings of the Abrahanic covenant does not rule out a continuing distinction for Israel in the N.T. 
Irrevocable: Still must take the OT promises seriously, treat with integrity. Acts 13:18-21; Rom. 3:3-4, w/ Deut 4; 11:24-29. 
2. The Land 
a. Amillennialists emphasize that there is not much mention of the land promises in the New Testament. 
Premillennial Responses: 
1) Some New Testament passages quote Old Testament passages about the land. Mat. 2:6, citing Mic. 5:2 
2) Kingdom statements about the Davidic covenant which also speak of the land. Luke 1:32-33. 
3) Any time the Abrahamic covenant is mentioned, the land promises would be inferred. 
4) Much of the Book of Revelation takes place in the Promised Land. 
5) Perhaps unnecessary to discuss the land when Israel living in the land. 
6) The focus of the New Testament writers was on teaching local churches how to function in the new dispensation. No point to talk more about Israel’s right to the land. 
7) Since the Old Testament is so clear on the land promises, the promises certainly do not have to be repeated in the New Testament. 
8) The absence of land/church teaching implies no relationship between the land and the church. 
b. The amillennial view is to see a nonliteral fulfillment of the land promises, or a general fulfillment of the land promises in the eternal state. 
3. The Universal Blessings 
a. The essence of the universal blessing of the Abrahamic Covenant (“in you shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”) has been inaugurated through the atonement of Christ. 
b. The universal blessing consists in spiritual salvation made available to all through faith in Christ, by Spirit baptism into Christ.
c. The Gentiles in Christ participate in the universal blessing provision of the Abrahamic Covenant--Gal. 3:7-9, 14 
d. But our salvation is still only a down payment of all that is promised in the Abrahamic covenant (Eph. 1:4). 
e. Thus, an already but not yet feature of this blessing. 
Conclusion: Thus, the Abrahamic covenant does have initial fulfillment today in the church—both in the seed and in the universal blessing.
