Thursday Night Bible Study: Evangelism

Class 11: Other world religious views

“8 For by grace you have been saved pthrough faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.” – Ephesians 2:8-9

Review: 2 Tim 4:2-3, Col 1:21, 1 Cor 1:18, Heb 11:1,6, Matt 7:15, Rom 10:9, 1 Pet 3:15 & Psalm 19:7

“It comes down to a question of truth. Every false religious expression is a religion of darkness. That doesn’t mean there are no good things in that faith. It’s not an effort to fail to notice the value of these things. But if Jesus is to be taken seriously when he says, ‘No one comes to the Father but through me,’ every other proposal is one of darkness.”
Paige Patterson

Atheism
What does atheist mean?

What is required for someone to truly be an atheist and is this possible?

Is atheism really the more “intellectual” position?

Hinduism

Hinduism doesn’t actually exist!

Hindu is actually: A word created by Westerners to encompass the dominant religious and social system of India.

Hindus refer to their religion as the dharma, which means “_______________” or “the religion.”

The world’s oldest “religion” that began around _________B.C. (time of Abraham!)

Three basic forms of Hinduism include:

1. “the way of _____________” due to the focus of the rules of the Brahmins. 

2. “the way of _____________” seeking to discover the god deep within oneself

3. “the way of _____________” which one focuses on one particular god or goddess that provides for the needs of the individual.

Modern Hinduism blends all three forms and has no mandatory set of beliefs. 

There are said to be ________ million Hindu gods of varying importance.

The three main gods are:

1. Brahma, the creator;

2. Vishnu, the preserver; whose avatars or incarnations include Krishna and Rama
3. Shiva, the destroyer of the world
Basic beliefs:

1. Life is hard and full of suffering.

2. Reincarnation to another life of suffering (not necessarily to a human life)
3. law of karma: your actions in one life have repercussions in your following lives.

4. Hinduism in all its forms attempts to find a way out of the never-ending cycle of reincarnation and break the bondage or karma.

5. The Hindu views on how to break this bondage vary greatly and become very complicated
Buddhism

What does Buddha mean?

What are the “Four Noble Truths”?

1.
3.

2.
4.

The Eightfold Path to realize the Four Noble Truths:

1) Right View (understanding the Four Noble Truths)

2) Right Resolve (decision to follow and observe the Four Noble Truths)

3) Right Speech (avoiding words leading to desires of this life that produce suffering)

4) Right Action (avoiding acts leading to desires of this life that produce suffering)

5) Right Livelihood (avoiding lifestyle leading to desires)

6) Right Effort (emptying the mind, directing attention to final liberation from suffering)

7) Right Concentration (obtaining higher states of mind and body control)

8) Right Ecstasy (when all sense experiences cease and universal knowledge is obtained)

Muhammadanism
This is an old term that is refuted by Muslims as they say they do not worship Muhammad rather Allah.

Who do the Muslims claim gave revelation to Muhammad? An angel of light they claim was the Angel Gabriel
Six Beliefs of Islam:

1. God: one true god, named Allah

2. Angels: servants of god, through whom He reveals his will, the greatest being Gabriel. Everyone has two “recording angels” one to record good deeds and the other bad deeds.

3. Prophets: Allah has spoken through many prophets, like Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, but the final and greatest is Muhammad.

4. Holy Books: the Koran or Quran is the holiest book of Islam with 114 chapters or Suras. Muslims also recognize the Law of Moses, the Psalms, and the Gospels but consider them to be badly corrupted.

5. Day of Judgment: a terrible day on which each person’s good and bad deeds will be balanced to determine his fate.

6. Decree of God: Allah ordains the fate of all. Muslims are fatalistic.

The Five Pillars of Islam:

1. ________________ (Shahada) – “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet.”

2. ____________ (As-Salah) – Muslims are required to pray five times a day, kneeling and facing Mecca.

3. ______________ (Zakah) – A worthy Muslim must give 2.5% of his income to the poor.

4. ___________ (Siyam)– Faithful Muslims fast from dawn to dusk every day during the ninth month of Ramadan which is sacred.

5. ____________ (Al-Hajj)– Muslims are expected to journey to Mecca at least once in their lifetime.
Some have added a sixth Pillar of Holy War (Jihad).
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“8 For by grace you have been saved pthrough faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.” – Ephesians 2:8-9

Review: 2 Tim 4:2-3, Col 1:21, 1 Cor 1:18, Heb 11:1,6, Matt 7:15, Rom 10:9, 1 Pet 3:15 & Psalm 19:7

“It comes down to a question of truth. Every false religious expression is a religion of darkness. That doesn’t mean there are no good things in that faith. It’s not an effort to fail to notice the value of these things. But if Jesus is to be taken seriously when he says, ‘No one comes to the Father but through me,’ every other proposal is one of darkness.”
Paige Patterson

Atheism

What does atheist mean?

What is required for someone to truly be an atheist and is this possible?

Is atheism really the more “intellectual” position?

Hinduism

Hinduism doesn’t actually exist!

Hindu is actually: A word created by Westerners to encompass the dominant religious and social system of India.

Hindus refer to their religion as the dharma, which means “the way” or “the religion.”

The world’s oldest “religion” that began around 2000 B.C. (time of Abraham!)

Three basic forms of Hinduism include:

1. “the way of works” due to the focus of the rules of the Brahmins. 

2. “the way of knowledge” seeking to discover the god deep within oneself

3. “the way of devotion,” which one focuses on one particular god or goddess that provides for the needs of the individual.

Modern Hinduism blends all three forms and has no mandatory set of beliefs. 

There are said to be 300 million Hindu gods of varying importance.

The three main gods are:

1. Brahma, the creator;

2. Vishnu, the preserver; whose avatars or incarnations include Krishna and Rama

3. Shiva, the destroyer of the world

Basic beliefs:

1. Life is hard and full of suffering.

2. Reincarnation to another life of suffering (not necessarily to a human life)

3. law of karma: your actions in one life have repercussions in your following lives.

4. Hinduism in all its forms attempts to find a way out of the never-ending cycle of reincarnation and break the bondage or karma.

5. The Hindu views on how to break this bondage vary greatly and become very complicated

Buddhism

What does Buddha mean?

What are the “Four Noble Truths”?

1. Life is suffering
3. The ending of desire eliminates suffering

2. Suffering is caused by desire
4. follow “The Middle Way” to end desire
The Eightfold Path to realize the Four Noble Truths:

1) Right View (understanding the Four Noble Truths)

2) Right Resolve (decision to follow and observe the Four Noble Truths)

3) Right Speech (avoiding words leading to desires of this life that produce suffering)

4) Right Action (avoiding acts leading to desires of this life that produce suffering)

5) Right Livelihood (avoiding lifestyle leading to desires)

6) Right Effort (emptying the mind, directing attention to final liberation from suffering)

7) Right Concentration (obtaining higher states of mind and body control)

8) Right Ecstasy (when all sense experiences cease and universal knowledge is obtained)

Muhammadanism
This is an old term that is refuted by Muslims as they say they do not worship Muhammad rather Allah.

Who do the Muslims claim gave revelation to Muhammad? An angel of light they claim was the Angel Gabriel
Six Beliefs of Islam:

1. God: one true god, named Allah

2. Angels: servants of god, through whom He reveals his will, the greatest being Gabriel. Everyone has two “recording angels” one to record good deeds and the other bad deeds.

3. Prophets: Allah has spoken through many prophets, like Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, but the final and greatest is Muhammad.

4. Holy Books: the Koran or Quran is the holiest book of Islam with 114 chapters or Suras. Muslims also recognize the Law of Moses, the Psalms, and the Gospels but consider them to be badly corrupted.

5. Day of Judgment: a terrible day on which each person’s good and bad deeds will be balanced to determine his fate.

6. Decree of God: Allah ordains the fate of all. Muslims are fatalistic.

The Five Pillars of Islam:

1. Affirmation (Shahada) – “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet.”

2. Prayer (As-Salah) – Muslims are required to pray five times a day, kneeling and facing Mecca.

3. Alsmgiving (Zakah) – A worthy Muslim must give 2.5% of his income to the poor.

4. Fast (Siyam)– Faithful Muslims fast from dawn to dusk every day during the ninth month of Ramadan which is sacred.

5. Pilgrimage (Al-Hajj)– Muslims are expected to journey to Mecca at least once in their lifetime. 

Some have added a sixth Pillar of Holy War (Jihad).
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Questions:

Are the world’s religions all just different paths to the same destination? Most Christians would answer “no,” as traditional Christianity teaches that Jesus alone can bring us into a relationship with God. But how would you respond to somebody who asked you, personally, if Islam or Buddhism or another religion ultimate led to God?

Here’s how RBC Ministries answers the question:

The major religions that still survive today have lasted a long time, gained many followers, and produced complex and highly developed cultures. Those that have survived into the 20th century generally uphold a moral law similar to the biblical 10 Commandments.  But the world’s major religions do not share a consensus about how to come to terms with our failure to live up to the moral standards of our faith.

While all major contemporary religions have a fairly close general consensus regarding the moral law—the kind of behavior that deserves to be classified as virtuous or sinful—they fall far short of showing us how to come to terms with our own failure to live up to the moral standards of our faith.

According to the New Testament gospel of Christ, knowledge of the moral law brings awareness of sin and guilt (Romans 3:19,20; 7:7-13; 1 Timothy 1:7-11), but is in itself not a means of salvation. Knowledge of the moral law only brings condemnation, and with condemnation comes guilt and the many destructive ways people try to suppress it (legalism, self-righteousness, scapegoating).Only reliance upon Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection in our behalf provides a solution to the awareness of moral condemnation and agony of guilt that rises out of knowledge of the moral law. Only Christianity offers access to God because it answers the problem of evil and guilt.

“It comes down to a question of truth. Every false religious expression is a religion of darkness. That doesn’t mean there are no good things in that faith. It’s not an effort to fail to notice the value of these things. But if Jesus is to be taken seriously when he says, ‘No one comes to the Father but through me,’ every other proposal is one of darkness.” – Paige Patterson

World Religions to consider: Atheism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Mohammadism (Islam), and Cults (Jehovah’s Witness, Mormons, Catholicism)  

Keep in mind they are all summarized by two letters: D-O

In contrast Christianity is summarized by four: D-O-N-E

Another way to think of it is that religion is man’s attempt to reach God, to somehow through human effort (through rituals, sacrifices, traditions, or good works) to earn His approval (Isaiah 64:6) whereas Christianity is God reaching down to humanity and delivering the gift of His Son’s life and atoning death that may received and enjoyed through repentance and faith (Romans 5:8). Of these two scenarios which appears more likely to be possible or even feasible?

Atheism: no god, it is philosophically impossible to be an atheist, that is to prove an absolute negative statement such as “there is no god” for that requires absolute knowledge. Psalm 14:1and Romans 1:18-25

Hinduism: Hinduism doesn’t actually exist! A word created by Westerners to encompass the dominant religious and social system of India. Those we call Hindus refer to their religion as the dharma, which means “the way” or “the religion.” Hinduism began as the religion of a group of people migrating into the Indian subcontinent from Central Asia. They were called Aryans and entered India around 1500 B.C. They worshiped a number of gods with animal sacrifices. The rituals were carried out by priests called Brahmins, who recorded their prayers and sacrificial formulas in books called Vedas. The religion evolved to incorporate the caste system, reincarnation and more rules and regulations. This became known as “the way of works” due to the focus of the rules of the Brahmins. Around 600 B.C. a change in the opposite direction from the rules of the Brahmins became known as “the way of knowledge.” The essential intent of Hinduism came to be the discovery of god deep within oneself. A third way of Hindu arose in the 8th century A.D. known as “the way of devotion,” which one focuses on one particular god or goddess that provides for the needs of the individual. There are said to be 300 million Hindu gods of varying importance. The three main gods are: Brahma, the creator; Vishnu, the preserver; and Shiva, the destroyer of the world. Vishnu is of particular importance because he incarnates himself from time to time in the world to restore order. The most prominent incarnations (or avatars) include Krishna and Rama. Modern Hinduism blends all three forms and has no mandatory set of beliefs. 

Basic beliefs:

1. Life is hard and full of suffering.

2. Once this life of suffering is complete in death you are reincarnated to another life of suffering. This reincarnation is not necessarily to a human life. 

3. The determination of reincarnation is decided by the law of karma: your actions in one life have automatic repercussions in your following lives.

4. Hinduism in all its forms attempts to find a way out of the never-ending cycle of reincarnation and break the bondage or karma.

5. The Hindu views on how to break this bondage vary greatly

6. Beyond this Hinduism becomes very complicated with Vedantic Hinduism following “way of knowledge” and Bhakti Hinduism following “way of devotion.”
Buddhism: Started by Siddhartha Gautama who lived around 563 to 483 B.C. he was born into a wealthy Hindu family. After marriage and the birth of his son, he was profoundly affected as he noticed the great suffering in the world. He left his family to lead a life of an ascetic (denial of all pleasure). After six years and reduced to a shell of a man he sat down under the bo tree near the river Gaya. During meditation he achieved “enlightenment” and became the Buddha, which means “enlightened one.”  His teaching includes the “Four Noble Truths” that are foundational to Buddhist doctrine (or dharma). They are:

1) Life is suffering.

2) Suffering is caused by desire.

3) The ending of desire eliminates suffering.

4) The ending of desire comes by following “The Middle Way” between the extremes of sensuousness and asceticism.

The “Middle Way” is achieved through following the “Eightfold Path”:

1) Right View (understanding the Four Noble Truths)

2) Right Resolve (decision to follow and observe the FNTs)

3) Right Speech (avoiding words leading to desires of this life that produce suffering)

4) Right Action (avoiding acts leading to desires of this life that produce suffering)

5) Right Livelihood (avoiding lifestyle leading to desires)

6) Right Effort (emptying of the mind, directing attention toward final liberation from the world of suffering)

7) Right Concentration (obtaining higher states of mind and body control)

8) Right Ecstasy (when all sense experiences cease and universal knowledge is obtained)

The last step leads to the end of reincarnation where an individual becomes one with the Impersonal, this is the state of Nirvana. The analogy is like the blowing out of a candle where personality and awareness merge into “nothingness.” This is peace to the Buddhist which is in actuality the loss of your own soul and personality. Buddha taught that the goal of human existence was to free oneself from the law of “Karma” to achieve “Nirvana.”  Buddha condemned the idolatry of Hinduism and essentially became an atheist.  Interestingly idolatry is a major part of Buddhism with many shrines to Buddha himself! Buddhism ultimately fails to respond to the basic fact that man is a sinner in need of a Savior (Romans 3:23)

Islam:  Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, lived from A.D. 570 to 632. Muhammad was a camel driver until age 25 when he met and married his wife, a 40 year old wealthy woman. For the next 15 years Muhammad ran the family fruit business in Mecca. At age 40 he received a “revelation” from an angel (Gabriel?) of light that is recounted in four different and contradictory stories in the Koran. Years after these revelations they were written down into what is know as the Koran. The main message communicated by the Koran is that there was no god but Allah, that he was the one true god who created everything The second thing Muhammad taught was that man is Allah’s slave, and it is his first duty to submit to Allah and obey. The word “Islam” means submission in Arabic and a Muslim is on who submits to the will of Allah. For the Muslim there is a great and terrible day of judgment coming in which Allah will raise up the dead to life and will judge them and reward them based upon their deeds. Those found worthy will be given a sensuous life in heaven and those found unworthy will be condemned to hell. This new teaching was not popular in Mecca where they criticized and attacked Muhammad. Muhammad fled to Medina in 622 A.D. This is a pivotal date in the Middle East which became the beginning of the Islamic calendar. In Medina Muhammad tried to get the Christians and Jews to follow him as “the prophet” and to pray toward Jerusalem. When they would not accept his teaching, Muhammad rejected them and began to teach that you were to pray toward Mecca and to Allah. The religion then began to spread by looting and killing others thereby coming to be known as the religion of the sword. In A.D. 629, Muhammad raised up an army of 10,000 men and returned to Mecca and conquered it. By force he imposed Islam on the rest of the Arabian tribes where they gave up worshipping their particular tribal gods in favor of Muhammad’s tribal god of the moon, Allah (hence the crescent moon).

Six Beliefs of Islam:

1. God: one true god, named Allah

2. Angels: servants of god, through whom He reveals his will, the greatest being Gabriel. Everyone has two “recording angels” one to record good deeds and the other bad deeds.

3. Prophets: Allah has spoken through many prophets, like Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, but the final and greatest is Muhammad.

4. Holy Books: the Koran or Quran is the holiest book of Islam. It contains 114 chapters or Suras. Muslims also recognize the Law of Moses, the Psalms, and the Gospels but consider them to be badly corrupted.

5. Day of Judgment: a terrible day on which each person’s good and bad deeds will be balanced to determine his fate.

6. Decree of God: Allah ordains the fate of all. Muslims are fatalistic.

The Five Pillars of Islam:

1. Affirmation (Shahada) – “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet.”

2. Prayer (As-Salah) – Muslims are required to pray five times a day, kneeling and facing Mecca.

3. Alsmgiving (Zakah) – A worthy Muslim must give 2.5% of his income to the poor.

4. Fast (Siyam)– Faithful Muslims fast from dawn to dusk every day during the ninth month of Ramadan which is sacred.

5. Pilgrimage (Al-Hajj)– Muslims are expected to journey to Mecca at least once in their lifetime. 

Some have added a sixth Pillar of Holy War (Jihad).
Cults: JW’s, Mormons, Catholicism

References:

1. Fast Facts on False Teachings. Ron Carlson & Ed Decker, Harvest House Publishers 1994.

2. Pocket Guide to World Religions. Winfried Corduan, InterVarsity Press, 2000.
