Thursday Night Bible Study: Evangelism

Class 13: Witnessing to Family

“Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?” – Proverbs 20:6

Review: Eph 2:8-9, 2 Tim 4:2-3, Col 1:21, 1 Cor 1:18, Heb 11:1,6, Matt 7:15, Rom 10:9, 1 Pet 3:15 & Psalm 19:7

Background text for tonight’s lesson: Matthew 10:16-22; 32-37

Key Concepts:

1.  Know that those who are not born again are enemies of God (Col 1:21) and therefore at enmity with you in spirit and will by nature think the Gospel is foolishness (1 Cor 1:18).

2.  We wrestle not against flesh and blood (Ephesians 6:12).

3.  Turn the spot light on yourself first and admit your sin and failures then be sure to use the Law of the Lord to teach your loved ones what sin is and that it has consequences. Be wise as serpents and gentle as doves (Matt 10:16).

4.  Remember that the results are up to God to work the miracle of salvation you are only responsible to be faithful, to share, and plant the seed

List the names of some family members who are likely not born again that we can pray for and you can witness to:

What are some opportunities you can take advantage of to speak words of life to them?

What are some potential arguments that may arise that you should be prepared for and able to handle with gentleness and respect?

What are some lessons that have been learned the hard way that you can take with you?
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List the names of some family members who are likely not born again that we can pray for and you can witness to:

Sandy, Gerson, Kyle, Tammy, Lew?, Shawn, Clarks, Granlee, Barb, Phil, Jared,

What are some opportunities you can take advantage of to speak words of life to them?

Holidays, visits, email, Christmas letter, phone calls

What are some potential arguments that may arise that you should be prepared for and able to handle with gentleness and respect?

Why would a good God…?  What makes you know everything? Who are you to judge me? I’m fine in my religion…

What are some lessons that I have been learned the hard way that you can take with you?

Be humble, freely admit your faults, make sure you ask the probing questions from the Ten Commandments and let them answer, don’t preach or lecture, be sure to listen. Ask probing and spiritual questions and give your family member the opportunity to answer them (this will typically lead to major learning points or exposure of real ignorance)

For those family ensnared in false theology or religion that is a major reason for this study. Please review the material on the website, call, email and study!

NOTES:

Shrewd or wise as serpents: smart, cunning, cautious. “In that characteristic, at least, Christians are to emulate serpents. Paul advises believers, ‘Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity’ (Col. 4:5).”  1
Innocent or gentle as doves: represents being pure or innocent, should never be abrasive, course, inconsiderate, belligerent, blatant, or blunt.

Verse 21…brother deliver up brother… “Someone has observed that only two things are stronger than natural love; one is born of hell and one is born of heaven. Stronger than natural love are the love that is of God and the hatred that is of Satan.”2
Verse 22…hated by all… “Some Christians are not persecuted simply because their testimony is so weak it goes unnoticed by the world. When biblical doctrine and standards are compromised to accommodate fallen human nature, society has little argument with that kind of Christianity and will give little opposition to Christians.”3
Verses 32-33 …confess… “Believers can be silenced by much less than persecution. Simple embarrassment or friendly ridicule has closed many Christian mouths. It is sometimes easier to stand up to vicious physical injury by a hostile government than to stand up to unbelieving family and friends who would never do us physical harm.”4
We all lapse in our faithfulness so remember the Lord’s promise in 1 John 1:9. Also Paul had to remind Timothy his most faithful student, “Do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord.” (2 Tim. 1:8).

Keep in mind it is possible to deny Christ by our silence, by failing to witness. “It is possible to deny Christ by words, using the world’s profanity, vulgarity and blasphemy. It is possible to deny Christ in many ways that are short of verbally and publicly renouncing Him.”5
Verses 34-37 these verse get to the heart of the matter. This is part of the reason I always say the witnessing to family is the hardest witnessing.  Also keep in mind the ridicule and unbelief of the people from Jesus’ home town of Nazareth “Is not this the carpenter’s son?” (Mat. 13:55).  Your willingness to forsake your earthly relationships for the eternal relationship with Jesus is the true measure of your commitment and yielding to Christ’s absolute lordship. This forsaking is not the end of it though. Your willingness to then reach our and “confess” or witness Jesus to your family is a true measure of your commitment and love for your earthly family.  You can never know the final result of your faithfulness to the Lord’s commands and to the hopeful salvation of your family until you are obedient.  Almost assuredly there will be a cost but there will be great victories as well and the Lord has purposed it that you should be instrumental in those victories!

