Thursday Night Bible Study: Evangelism

Class 14: Evangelism Techniques

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.” – Romans 1:20
Review: Prov 20:6, Eph 2:8-9, 2 Tim 4:2-3, Col 1:21, 1 Cor 1:18, Heb 11:1,6, Matt 7:15, Rom 10:9, 1 Pet 3:15 & Psalm 19:7

Key Concepts:

1. You are having a conversation not giving a presentation. (It’s alright if a presentation at first)

2. Practice with another Christian in order to be familiar with the material, Scripture, delivery and develop your own style.

3. The “sinner’s prayer” is not Biblical, however, consider Psalm 51.

4. Make sure that your overall points are made: sin defined and personalized, God’s justice, reality of consequences, God’s mercy and grace, repentance and faith. Don’t get lead down rabbit holes, entertain questions but don’t get too distracted or involved in argumentation.

5. Check each of these “methods” or “techniques” against what the Bible says, be Bereans!

The Way of the Master: http://www.wayofthemaster.com/ 

- Are you a good person? This gets to the person’s self righteousness and understanding of man and sin

- Sin: the 10 Commandments

- Are you innocent or guilty? Don’t let them off the hook!

- Should you be punished or rewarded? If God exists (and He does) and He were to give you justice where should He send you? (Heaven or Hell?)

- Does this concern you? The Good News! Or Pearls before swine…

Share Jesus Without Fear: http://www.sharejesuswithoutfear.com 
- 5 Questions:

1. Do you have any spiritual beliefs?

2. To you who is Jesus?

3. Do you think there is a Heaven or Hell?

4. If you fell over and died, where would you go?  If Heaven, why would God let you in?

5. By the way, if what you believed were not true, would you want to know?

Write the 5 questions in the front of your Bible along with these verses: Luke 10:26, Romans 3:23 “What does this say to you?” Beginning at Romans 3:23 write the reference for the next verse (e.g. Romans 6:23) at the top of the page in your Bible (upside down so you can read it).

- Bible verses for you to turn to and have the other person read out loud: Romans 6:23 (underline ‘sin’ cross out ‘death’ and circle ‘in’), (Matt 22:37-38), John 3:3, John 14:6 (any other way?), Romans 10:9-11 (ask them to read it again and if this includes them), Revelation 3:20 (note: what is the contextual problem with using Rev 3:20?) or 2 Corinthians 5:15 (turn from sin to Christ)

- 5 More Questions:

1. Are you a sinner?

2. Do you want forgiveness of sins?

3. Do you believe Jesus Christ died on the cross for you and rose again?

4. Are you willing to surrender your life to Jesus Christ?

5. Are you ready to ask Jesus Christ to be Lord of your life?

Write these 5 follow-up questions in the back of your Bible.

If they say to you, “The Bible is inaccurate/unreliable!” Hand them your Bible and ask them to show you.

The Roman Road: http://theromanroad.org/ 

Good News! This Testament of God's love is His Word to tell us that He loves us as we are. That love will save us from our sin and make us what we should be as God's children.
- Romans 10:13

- John 3:16 → Romans 5:8 We hear Jesus say, "God so loved the world." God's love has no limitations. He loves "so". More than we can imagine. He loves everyone - not just some ones.
- Romans 3:23 This verse tells us that all people have sinned. We have fallen short of God's intended purpose for us. God made us to know Him.... to receive His love and to love him in return. For love to be love... for God to be God... and for humans to be humans.... God gave us a choice. We can choose to love ourselves and turn to our selfish pursuits. That is sin. In our sin we cannot know God and His love. The result of sin is that we are lost... separated from God (i.e. condemned to death and Hell).
- Romans 6:23 Wages are just payment... due reward... what one has coming because of labor. The just payment for our sin is death. Death here means spiritual insensitivity. When we are still in our sin, we have no life with God. We are alive physically (temporarily) but dead spiritually. If we continue in that condition, we will be separated from God for all eternity.

The wages of sin is death. But God's free gift is eternal life. While wages are earned, a gift is offered... no strings attached. God says He will give us eternal life - life with Him - in the place of sin's payment of death. How can God remain true to His holiness and forgive unholy sinners? Because Jesus, His Son, has paid the price for sin by His death on the cross.
- 2 Corinthians 5:21 → Romans 10:9-10
- Romans 10:13  This verse says that any person who will call upon the name of Jesus, the Lord, shall be saved. To call means simply to ask in prayer. The verse does not require one to know more... do better... clean up one's life... or in any way try to add to what Jesus has done for us.
Evangelism Explosion: http://www.eeinternational.org 

“Lot’s of things never get done… the Great Commission can’t be one of them!”

- Introduction:

Discuss with them: their secular life, church background, impression of “church” (our church and church in general), ask for their own testimony (Church and/or personal) (1 Peter 3:15)
Transition: May I ask you a question?
- Two Diagnostic Questions
    Question 1: Have you come to the point in your spiritual life where you know for certain that if you were to die today you would go to heaven or is that something you would say you're still working on?
Read 1 John 5:13

    Question 2: Suppose you were to die today and stand before God and He were to say to you, "Why should I let you into My heaven?" what would you say?  (Repeat and confirm answer)

Transition: When you answered that first question, I thought I had some good news for you. But after hearing your answer to this second question, I know that I have the greatest news you have ever heard.

- The Gospel
A. Grace


1. Heaven is a free gift. Romans 6:23

2. It is not earned or deserved. Ephesians 2:8-9  (discuss a gift from a friend)

Transition: This can be seen more clearly when we understand what the Bible says about man.
B. Man 


1. Is a sinner.  Romans 3:23  (sin defined, three sins a day…)


2. Cannot save himself.  Mathew 5:48 (omelet with a bad egg example)

Do you see why it is impossible to “earn God’s favor or acceptance?”
Transition: This comes into sharper focus when we look at what the Bible says about God.
C. God 


1. Is merciful - therefore doesn't want to punish us.  1 John 4:8b

2. Is just - therefore must punish sin.  Exodus 34:7
Transition: God solved this problem in the person of Jesus Christ.
D. Christ


1. Who He is?  (The infinite God-Man)  John 1:1, 14 & 20:28.


2. What He did?  He died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins and to purchase a place in heaven for us which He offers as a free gift.  Record book: Isaiah 53:6
Transition: This gift is received by faith.
E. Faith


Key to Heaven


1. What it is not  (Mere intellectual assent, James 2:19, mere temporal faith)


2. What it is  (Trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life, Acts 16:31, The chair, beggar’s hand and gratitude)

- Commitment

A. Transition


Does this make sense to you?

B. Commitment

Would you like to receive the gift of eternal life?

C. Clarification

Let me clarify this
1. Transfer trust

2. Receive the resurrected and living Christ as Savior  Revelation 3:20
3. Receive Christ as Lord

4. Repent


D. Prayer
If that is what you really want, I can lead us in prayer and we can tell God what you just now told me.

1. Pray for them (to understand, repent, and believe)

2. Pray with them (short phrases of the Gospel personalized)

3.
Pray for them (for assurance)

E. Assurance

1. I would like you to read something Jesus says about what you have just done. John 6:47
2. Two Diagnostic Questions

3. Welcome to the family of God.
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1. Do you have any spiritual beliefs?

2. To you who is Jesus?

3. Do you think there is a Heaven or Hell?

4. If you fell over and died, where would you go?  If Heaven, why would God let you in?

5. By the way, if what you believed were not true, would you want to know?

Write the 5 questions in the front of your Bible along with these verses: Luke 10:26, Romans 3:23 “What does this say to you?” Beginning at Romans 3:23 write the reference for the next verse (e.g. Romans 6:23) at the top of the page in your Bible (upside down so you can read it).

- Bible verses for you to turn to and have the other person read out loud: Romans 6:23 (underline ‘sin’ cross out ‘death’ and circle ‘in’), (Matt 22:37-38), John 3:3, John 14:6 (any other way?), Romans 10:9-11 (ask them to read it again and if this includes them), Revelation 3:20 (note: what is the contextual problem with using Rev 3:20?) or 2 Corinthians 5:15 (turn from sin to Christ)

- 5 More Questions:

1. Are you a sinner?

2. Do you want forgiveness of sins?

3. Do you believe Jesus Christ died on the cross for you and rose again?

4. Are you willing to surrender your life to Jesus Christ?

5. Are you ready to ask Jesus Christ to be Lord of your life?

Write these 5 follow-up questions in the back of your Bible.

If they say to you, “The Bible is inaccurate/unreliable!” Hand them your Bible and ask them to show you.

The Roman Road: http://theromanroad.org/ 

"There is a God in Heaven who loves you as you are and not as you should be."
Yes... you are right... there is a God. You know that must be true. The heart of the human being longs for God, and logic demands divine existence.

While everyone believes God is... most sense separation from God. We know God must be holy and good. We see ourselves as unholy and not good. We conclude that God is angry with us and we cannot know Him.

Good News! This Testament of God's love is His Word to tell us that He loves us as we are. That love will save us from our sin and make us what we should be as God's children.
- Romans 10:13

- John 3:16 → Romans 5:8 We hear Jesus say, "God so loved the world." God's love has no limitations. He loves "so". More than we can imagine. He loves everyone - not just some ones.
- Romans 3:23 This verse tells us that all people have sinned. We have fallen short of God's intended purpose for us. God made us to know Him.... to receive His love and to love him in return. For love to be love... for God to be God... and for humans to be humans.... God gave us a choice. We can choose to love ourselves and turn to our selfish pursuits. That is sin. In our sin we cannot know God and His love. The result of sin is that we are lost... separated from God (i.e. condemned to death and Hell).
- Romans 6:23 Wages are just payment... due reward... what one has coming because of labor. The just payment for our sin is death. Death here means spiritual insensitivity. When we are still in our sin, we have no life with God. We are alive physically (temporarily) but dead spiritually. If we continue in that condition, we will be separated from God for all eternity.

The wages of sin is death. But God's free gift is eternal life. While wages are earned, a gift is offered... no strings attached. God says He will give us eternal life - life with Him - in the place of sin's payment of death. How can God remain true to His holiness and forgive unholy sinners? Because Jesus, His Son, has paid the price for sin by His death on the cross.
- 2 Corinthians 5:21 → Romans 10:9-10

- Romans 10:13  This verse says that any person who will call upon the name of Jesus, the Lord, shall be saved. To call means simply to ask in prayer. The verse does not require one to know more... do better... clean up one's life... or in any way try to add to what Jesus has done for us.
Evangelism Explosion: http://www.eeinternational.org 

“Lot’s of things never get done… the Great Commission can’t be one of them!”

- Introduction:

A. Their Secular Life

B. Their Church Background

C. Our Church (their impression)

D. Testimony (Church and/or personal)  1 Peter 3:15

Transition: May I ask you a question?
E. Two Diagnostic Questions
- Question 1: Have you come to the point in your spiritual life where you know for certain that if you were to die today you would go to heaven or is that something you would say you're still working on?
Read 1 John 5:13

- Question 2: Suppose you were to die today and stand before God and He were to say to you, "Why should I let you into My heaven?" what would you say?  (Repeat and confirm answer)

Transition: When you answered that first question, I thought I had some good news for you. But after hearing your answer to this second question, I know that I have the greatest news you have ever heard.

- The Gospel
B. Grace


1. Heaven is a free gift. Romans 6:23

2. It is not earned or deserved. Ephesians 2:8-9  (discuss a gift from a friend)

Transition: This can be seen more clearly when we understand what the Bible says about man.
B. Man 


1. Is a sinner.  Romans 3:23  (sin defined, three sins a day…)


2. Cannot save himself.  Mathew 5:48 (omelet with a bad egg example)

Do you see why it is impossible to “earn God’s favor or acceptance?”
Transition: This comes into sharper focus when we look at what the Bible says about God.
C. God 


1. Is merciful - therefore doesn't want to punish us.  1 John 4:8b

2. Is just - therefore must punish sin.  Exodus 34:7
Transition: God solved this problem in the person of Jesus Christ.
D. Christ


1. Who He is?  (The infinite God-Man)  John 1:1, 14 & 20:28.


2. What He did?  He died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins and to purchase a place in heaven for us which He offers as a free gift.  Record book: Isaiah 53:6
Transition: This gift is received by faith.
E. Faith


Key to Heaven


1. What it is not  (Mere intellectual assent, James 2:19, mere temporal faith)


2. What it is  (Trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life, Acts 16:31, The chair, beggar’s hand and gratitude)

- Commitment

A. Transition


Does this make sense to you?

B. Commitment

Would you like to receive the gift of eternal life?

C. Clarification

Let me clarify this
2. Transfer trust

2. Receive the resurrected and living Christ as Savior  Revelation 3:20
3. Receive Christ as Lord

4. Repent


D. Prayer
If that is what you really want, I can lead us in prayer and we can tell God what you just now told me.

3. Pray for them (to understand, repent, and believe)

4. Pray with them (short phrases of the Gospel personalized)

3.
Pray for them (for assurance)

E. Assurance

4. I would like you to read something Jesus says about what you have just done. John 6:47
5. Two Diagnostic Questions

6. Welcome to the family of God.
