Thursday Night Bible Study: Evangelism

Class 3: What is the Gospel?

“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” - Romans 10:9

Review: 2 Peter 3:15 & Psalm 19:7

So what is the Gospel?  Can you clearly and succinctly explain it? 

Remember, it is the very thing that converted and saved you from everlasting death to everlasting life.  Use Scripture or your own testimony to explain the greatest news ever told.  Just keep in mind that we must do so in a way that is Biblically correct!

In his book “The Gospel According to Jesus,” John MacArthur notes:

 …nothing matters more than what Scripture says about the good news of salvation…As I immersed myself in the gospel Jesus taught, I became acutely aware that most of modern evangelism – both witnessing and preaching – falls far short of presenting the biblical evangel in a balanced and biblical way… On a disturbing number of fronts, the message being proclaimed today is not the gospel according to Jesus… The church in our generation has reduced all of saving faith and Christian discipleship to a thoughtless (but more politically correct) cliché: “a personal relationship with Jesus.” The ambiguity of the phrase reflects the destructive vagueness with which evangelicals have been handling (and mishandling) the gospel for the past several decades. As if Christ could be someone’s intimate friend without being that person’s Lord.

Some very important concepts to never forget: Lord, enemies before, slaves, children and friends, law and grace, repentance and faith.

 Please look at our statement of faith and familiarize yourself with who each member of the Trinity is.

So a couple possible outlines for the basic elements of the Gospel:

6 R’s – Requirement, Responsibility, 

God’s Righteousness: Perfect

Man’s Reprobation: Sinful

God’s Requirement: 10 Commandments

Man’s Response: Resist/Refuse/Reject or Repent Faith

God’s Reconciliation: Punishment or Mercy, Grace, Atonement

5 P’s – Plan, Problem, Provision, Participation, Promise

God’s Plan: Relationship

Man’s Problem: Sin

God’s Provision: Jesus

Man’s Participation: Repent and believe

God’s Promise: Life

Bottom line: Righteousness, Judgment, Condemnation, Hell, Mercy and Grace of God, Salvation in Jesus, Repent, Faith, Public Confession, Holy Spirit, Transformed life, Holy living, Evangelism

Consider Gospel Tracts that communicate these basic, essential and Biblical elements Let’s look at and consider a few that do and don’t

Prepare for testimony next week! (Life before conversion, your conversion experience, life change after conversion and sanctification evidence)  Consider the song “Amazing Grace”

