Thursday Night Bible Study: Evangelism

Class 9: Halloween, Satanism, Occult and the Gospel

“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.” - Colossians 1:21

Review: 

1 Corinthians 1:18, Hebrews 11:1 & 6, Matthew 7:15, Romans 10:9, 1 Peter 3:15 & Psalm 19:7

Background text for tonight’s lesson: Acts 19:11-20 and Deuteronomy 18:10-13 (12:29-31)

After the people in Ephesus were born again what was their natural act?

Did the act of repentance shown in Ephesus have an impact and was there a financial cost?

How much is 50,000 silver pieces?

Where does this “holiday” of Halloween come from?

What are legitimate concerns about this “holiday” today and the common characteristics between Halloween, paganism, and Canaanite worship of Molech?

What should be the Christian’s level of participation in this “holiday”?

Consider these verses: 3 John 1:11, 2 Corinthians 6:13,17, 1 John 2:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:22

What is paganism, occultism, Satanism?

Pagan: from Latin paganare which means “country dweller” or “peasant” which was used by Roman soldiers to mean “civilian”  Early Christians called themselves milites or soldiers in the Army of Christ.

Occult: from Latin occulere which means “to conceal” which refers to supernatural or magical powers.

Satanism: The worship of Satan.  Satan means accuser and is depicted in Scripture as the accuser of mankind and the ruler of this world.  We know from 1 John 2:15 and Romans 12:2 we are to be separate from this world.  To Satanists the observance of Halloween is one of the most important times of the year.  This is noted by Anton LeVay in the Satanic Bible.

Take heed and be careful to notice the influences of paganism, occultism, and Satanism all mixing in with the celebration of Halloween.  Also, be aware of the tactics of the devil to take that which is deadly and sinful and dress it up in a disguise to make it appealing to the sinful and carnal lusts of man. Consider alcoholism, drug addiction, pornography and most entertainment programs.  Or the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden.  Additionally, consider the pollution of sacrifice that God had set up in the Pentateuch and what is carried out in the occult rituals.  Finally, consider the very popular television programs and movies today: Charmed, Vampire Diaries, Sabrina the Teenage Witch, That’s So Raven, Harry Potter, Twilight movies, to name a few.

What should be the Christian’s level of participation in this “holiday”?

For more information check out these Websites:

http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/halloween.html 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05XngINRi-E 

http://www.cbn.com/spirituallife/onlinediscipleship/halloween/halloween_watt05.aspx 

http://christianity.about.com/od/holidaytips/i/biblehalloween.htm 

http://www.jeremiahproject.com/culture/halloween.html 

http://www.gty.org/Resources/Articles/A123 

For a completely different view: http://www.religioustolerance.org/hallo_ev.htm but then consider this: describe the majority of “costumes” worn on Halloween. That is a fact.
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Class 9: Halloween, Satanism, Occult and the Gospel

“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.” - Colossians 1:21

Review: 

1 Corinthians 1:18, Hebrews 11:1,6, Matthew 7:15, Romans 10:9, 1 Peter 3:15 & Psalm 19:7

Background text for tonight’s lesson: Acts 19:11-20 and Deuteronomy 18:10-13 (12:29-31)

After the people in Ephesus were born again what was their natural act?

To repent and discontinue their pagan practices including magic
Did the act of repentance shown in Ephesus have an impact and was there a financial cost?

Yes, the name of the Lord Jesus was glorified as the word spread and the people burned many books that were contrary to their new nature, to total cost was 50,000 silver pieces.

How much is 50,000 silver pieces?

At that time one silver piece was equivalent to a day’s wages and at about $7/hr that equates to 2.8 million!

Where does this “holiday” of Halloween come from?

Major Celtic Druid celebration of Samhain (sow en) from Oct 31 to Nov 2 where they prepared to survive the winter. The Druids believed the veil between the living and the dead was dropped thereby allowing contact between the two.  The original Christian festival of All Saints Day to remember martyrs was used by the catholic church to replace the Druid celebration with All Hallows Eve preceding All Saints Day.  All Hallows Eve was contracted to Hallow-e’en.

What are legitimate concerns about this “holiday” today and the common characteristics between Halloween, paganism, and Canaanite worship of Molech?

Sacrifices (human and animal), worship of false gods, magic, fixation on death, symbols of bones and skeletons, necromancy, demonic and satanic influence, have all become combined and they are all detested by God.

What should be the Christian’s level of participation in this “holiday”?

Consider these verses: 3 John 1:11, 2 Corinthians 6:13,17, 1 John 2:15, 1 Thessalonians 5:22

What is paganism, occultism, Satanism?

Essentially they are all the same. Anything apart from Christ is evil and amounts to worshipping or serving Satan (John 8:44).

Pagan: from Latin paganare which means “country dweller” or “peasant” which was used by Roman soldiers to mean “civilian”  Early Christians called themselves milites or soldiers in the Army of Christ.

Occult: from Latin occulere which means “to conceal” which refers to supernatural or magical powers.

Satanism: The worship of Satan.  Satan means accuser and is depicted in Scripture as the accuser of mankind and the ruler of this world.  We know from 1 John 2:15 and Romans 12:2 we are to be separate from this world.  To Satanists the observance of Halloween is one of the most important times of the year.  This is noted by Anton LeVay in the Satanic Bible.

Take heed and be careful to notice the influences of paganism, occultism, and Satanism all mixing in with the celebration of Halloween.  Also, be aware of the tactics of the devil to take that which is deadly and sinful and dress it up in a disguise to make it appealing to the sinful and carnal lusts of man. Consider alcoholism, drug addiction, pornography and most entertainment programs.  Or the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden.  Additionally, consider the pollution of sacrifice that God had set up in the Pentateuch and what is carried out in the occult rituals.  Finally, consider the very popular television programs and movies today: Charmed, Vampire Diaries, Sabrina the Teenage Witch, That’s So Raven, Harry Potter, Twilight movies, to name a few.

What should be the Christian’s level of participation in this “holiday”?

Evangelism! You have kids coming to your house expecting something so give them something worthwhile.

For more information check out these Websites:

http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/halloween.html 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05XngINRi-E 

http://www.cbn.com/spirituallife/onlinediscipleship/halloween/halloween_watt05.aspx 

http://christianity.about.com/od/holidaytips/i/biblehalloween.htm 

http://www.jeremiahproject.com/culture/halloween.html 

http://www.gty.org/Resources/Articles/A123 

For a completely different view: http://www.religioustolerance.org/hallo_ev.htm but then consider this: describe the majority of “costumes” worn on Halloween. That is a fact.

Consider these major movies and TV shows of recent success:

Twilight, Charmed, Twilight Full Moon, Harry Potter

Fire festivals and Druids 31Oct-2Nov four major Celtic druid festivals, fire festivals

Catholicism came in and changed: Valentines Day from Lupercalia, Easter from Oster, Christmas from Yule

