Daniel 11:36 – 12:11
Daniel 11:36 begins what many expositors believe is a major section of prophecy that is still future.  Why do we support this view?  Here is only a partial list of reasons … there are many others …
1. Though the section of Daniel 11:1-35 contains many prophecies that have their fulfillment in the past history of the Mede-Persian and Greek empires, the rest of Daniel 11 contains nothing that has been fulfilled from the ancient past (though liberal theologians attempt to shoehorn events into this context with allegorical methods).
2. This was the view of many ancient Jewish rabbis after the time of Antiochus.

3. The phrase “the end time; because it is still to come at the appointed time” in verse 35 seems to suggest what follows pertains to the end time.

4. The simple title “the king” seems to contrast with the other kings … “mighty king, king of the North, king of the South, the two kings …” etc. throughout Daniel 10 through 12.
5. The king described in verse 36 and beyond fits the description of the antichrist in many places in the New Testament (we will look at that a later time).
6. The description here contradicts some aspects of what is historically known about Antiochus Epiphanes IV.  For example, Antiochus rebuilt, constructed, and restored many temples dedicated to Greek gods.  While Antiochus had his coins inscribed "King Antiochus, God Manifest," these coins also bore the likeness of Zeus on the reverse, while other coins he issued depicted Apollo.  Contrast this with “nor will he show regard for any other god.”
7. Jesus viewed the abomination of desolation as a still future event in Matt. 24.

8. Daniel 12:1 indicates that during the time of that king (from Daniel 11:36-45) there will be a time of great distress.  Jesus indicated that this time would occur just before His second coming (Matt. 24:21-22).
Daniel 11:36 – 39
verse 36 … the main characteristic of this king seems to be his incredible arrogance … until the indignation is finished; same Hebrew word used in Daniel 8:19, 11:30.  The indignation mentioned pertains to God’s program of punishment for the nation of Israel that has lasted from the Babylonian exile to this present day, to be concluded at His second coming.
verse 37 … or for the desire of women; could be saying that the antichrist will not feel the normal physical desires for woman that normal men experience … some conclude he will therefore be a homosexual.  
Since this unusual phrase is sandwiched between two other statements concerning gods, it is most likely that this refers to something else.  There are two possibilities here.  
One; it pertains to some god(s) that women will find more appealing during those end times.  Two; in Old Testament times, it was the desire of all Jewish women to be the mother of the coming Messiah.  This is perhaps a unique way of saying he will have no regard for the Messiah, Jesus Christ; i.e., he will be openly hostile toward Christ and Christianity.

verse 38 – 39 shows that this king will reject the god of his fathers, perhaps a way of saying he will reject the major world religions and substitute something else as his god.  Since it mentions a god of fortresses, perhaps power as it relates to war and conquest will be his “god” … and his desire will be to topple down any other god of fortresses … He will also gain allies by giving land and rulership to those who acknowledge him.  Considering the current world structure of nations, where each nation has its own sovereignty, it seems that the future world will look quite a bit different in the hands of the antichrist.
Daniel 11:40 – 45

Verse 40 – 45 has been interpreted with various amount of prophetic conjecture throughout history.  It is best to simply conclude that these events will occur in the future and they describe the antichrists’ conquests, his campaigns against the future king of Egypt and Syria, his final end.  
The idea of the king of the North using chariots and horses to attack the king seems unrealistic to the modern notion of warfare.  In my opinion it is best to just understand what the text says rather than dismiss it as needing some abstract interpretive method to unravel its meaning, given modern realities.  
Here is something to consider … during the first half of the tribulation period, one of the horsemen is war.  If the whole world is suddenly thrown into war, it is probable that several nuclear devices will be detonated.  With a nuclear detonation comes an electromagnetic pulse that could render electronic devices unusable.  

Imagine what would happen if all fighter jets, tanks, missiles, etc. were all useless?  How would soldiers travel?  How would warfare be waged if most of the weapon systems were useless?  Something to consider … 
One last transition from this section is that “he will go forth to destroy and annihilate many.”  This dovetails perfectly into the very reason why Michael will arise in chapter 12.
Daniel 12:1 – 4
Verse 1 … “at that time …” certainly refers to the “time of the end” mentioned in vs. 35.  
Michael is described as “the great prince.”   The NT describes Michael as an archangel and a comparable being to Satan (Jude 9, Rev. 12:7).  Michael’s main ministry as an archangel, at least during this time, appears to be to protect Israel from annihilation.
“time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time” … Since there can only be one time with this characteristic, this must be The Time of Jacobs Trouble (Jer. 30:7), Jesus described it as “a great tribulation” in similar terms (Matt. 24:21).  His analogy of labor (Matt 24:8, the beginning of birth pangs) would seem to suggest this later time of trouble is analogous to the intense hard labor that a woman experiences just before giving birth.
Note the promise that Daniels people (at least the elect ones) will be rescued.

Verse 2 and 3 describe what seems to be a general resurrection during the time of the end and the wisdom of knowing the meaning of these events.

Verse 4 has been interpreted in various ways, some of which leave much to be desired.  Since the context is having insight into the end time events, it seems reasonable that “going back and forth” would describe the pursuit of this knowledge and this knowledge is not just generic (like advances in medical science or technology) but rather knowledge relating to the end times.  Perhaps we are some of the recipients of this increase in knowledge today.
Daniel 12:5 – 11 
There are two final questions that are asked, one by an angel, the other by Daniel.

Dan 10 through 12 starts with the vision of Christ, continues with explanations from the angel (perhaps Gabriel), and then here in the last part of chapter 12 seems to conclude.

Verse 5 … seems to suggest that Daniel is now back to seeing the last part of his vision.  The “I looked and behold” along with the man dressed in linen (Jesus from Dan 10) is a strong indication of this.

Daniel began to see his vision at the river Tigris, he now sees two more angels, one on each side of the river.  One of the angels asks a question of the man dressed in linen.  “How long to the end of these wonders?”  Our first question is “which wonders is the angel referring to?”  These wonders would seem to refer back to the “time of distress” as this is the previous action event being described.  

Verse 7, for “times, time, and half a time” certainly correlates well to 3 ½ years … wrt our 70 weeks prophecy in Dan. 9.  The man in linen swears that this time will be 3 ½ years, then all these events will be completed.  The raising of both hands seems to imply that it is He Himself that will ensure this time is only allowed to be 3 ½ years.  This contrasts well to a statement Jesus made in Matt. 24:21-22.
The ultimate end of the events is the completion of the “shattering of the power of the holy people” … i.e., the time of distress would accomplish its ultimate goal, the restoration of the nation of Israel predicted in Dan. 9.

Verse 8 … Daniel does not understand and asks a follow-up question, though it is a little different from the angel’s question.  Daniel asks “what” while the angel asked “when.”  Daniel also uses a different word from the angel.  The angel asked “when … the end” but Daniel asks “what … the outcome.”  It appears Daniel was very interested in how the outcome (the restoration of Israel) would be accomplished through all these events.
The man in the linen does answer Daniels question, but tells him that those outcomes and events are to be sealed for the end times.  Reminds me of Acts 1 … ““It is not for you to know … but you will receive power …”
He does mention one more detail concerning the end time … from the time of the abomination of desolation … to “the outcome of these events” there will be 1290 days.  I.e., the outcome of all these things will occur 30 days after the end of the “time of distress” mentioned above.
Note that 3.5 years x 360 days/year (remember the Sabbatical year) = 1260 days … so there are 30 more days.  Also, He mentions 1335 days as well.
Various authors have proposed lots of speculative events during this 30 days, and the following 45 days.  Perhaps the extra time is needed to clean up the mess from Armageddon.

End of Daniel … 

May the Lord richly bless the study of His prophetic word and bring fruit in our lives because of it.

Summary of Dispensationalism

Recall the main tenants of dispensationalism:
1. Historical–Grammatical approach (literal) to biblical interpretation

2. Distinction between Israel and the church

3. *Doxological purpose of history

The first tenant is critical.  There are three main reasons why a literal approach to interpretation is the most desirable:  

a. The purpose of language itself seems to require that we interpret it literally
b. Prophecies concerning the life of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament were fulfilled literally.  
c. If interpretation is not literal, there can be no objective standard by which to understand the Bible.  
Literal interpretation naturally leads to the second tenant, especially when interpreting the prophetic portions of the OT.   For example, Dan. 9:24 explicitly declares a distinction between Israel and the church.   

The third item is usually not part of classic dispensationalism but rather is derived from the major difference between dispensational and non-dispensational theological methods.  This is a fancy way of stating that Gods plan for human history has multiple purposes that together act to glorify Him; His plan is not merely to save individuals (a rather limited scope for human history and is in fact the focus of our Covenant theology brethren).  The following illustrates the doxological hierarchy of history:
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Summary of Daniel’s contribution to dispensational premillenialism
1. The coming eschatological kingdom described in Daniel (2:44, 7:14) as a forever kingdom must be the Davidic kingdom promised in 2 Samuel 7:16 (Since there can only be one kingdom that lasts forever and both of these kingdoms are described as such).  This kingdom will not co-exist with any other earthly kingdom (Dan. 2 … the wind blew them all away … then the stone became a mountain and filled the whole earth).  As there are still earthly kingdoms in existence, we can conclude the kingdom has not come yet.
2. The temporal sequence in Daniel 7 depicts the following events:

a. The destruction of the little horn (7:11) 

b. The coming of the Son of Man in the clouds of heaven (7:13); which was shown to be the Second Coming of Christ.
c. The coming eschatological kingdom (7:14).   This is also referred to as the Millennial Kingdom, Davidic Kingdom, Messianic Reign. 
This important sequence shows that the premillenial return of Christ (2nd coming THEN millennium) is an Old Testament concept demonstrated in Daniel, not merely in Revelation 20 as some suppose.
3. The “seventy weeks” prophecy of Daniel 9 is the most significant prophetic prediction in the Old Testament.  Highlights include:

a. The prophecy pertains to Daniels people (Israel) and their holy city (Jerusalem).

b. It consists of 490 years grouped into 3 segments, one 7 week segment, one 62 week segment, and a one week segment for a total of 70 weeks of years.

c. The start of the seventy weeks timeline began in 444 BC and continued until AD 33 with the Triumphal Entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem.  This completed the first two segments of the 70 weeks (i.e., the first 69 weeks).

d. The church age we currently live in is a gap between the completion of the first 69 weeks (past) and the beginning of the 70th week (still future).
e. The 70th week will begin when the “prince who is to come” (Dan. 9:26) makes a covenant with the nation of Israel.  It does not begin with the rapture.
f. In the middle of the 70th week, the “prince” will break the covenant and set up the abomination of desolation.  Since the final week is 7 years, this midpoint occurs at the 3 ½  year point.
4. The breaking of the covenant above will involve stopping the daily sacrifice.  Since the sacrificial system of Judaism requires a temple to conduct the worship, this implies a third temple must be constructed in the future.
5. Since the tribulation period is the final seven year period of the 70 weeks, and that period pertains to Daniel’s people and the holy city, the church would not be expected to take part in the tribulation period. 
Other notable contributions to dispensational theology by Daniel include:

1. The Christophany in Dan. 3 and Daniel 10 (Jesus Christ in a pre-incarnate appearance)

2. The Angelology sprinkled in Dan. 7–12. (appearance of Gabriel to bring messages, territorial spirits)
3. The OT background of the concept of the kingdom. (king and kingdom are synonymous)

Truth Bible Church 
Praise and Prayer Notes
Date: Oct 30, 2011

	Name
	Thanks – Praises
	Prayer Requests

	Tom & Jessica Bailey
	Had a great week. Jess is visiting family (pray for safe travels) and had the opportunity to fellowship with believers.
	We start out second round of IVF Jan 3rd. Pray for strength and finances for this round. Also, pray for unsaved family and friends that God softens their hearts and opens their eyes and ears to our God.

	Ron & Jane Burnette
	R: I got an A on my first exam
	R: Continued time management between work, home, and school. J: For the teacher I am subbing for – she has continuing health concerns/possible surgery.

	Wayne & Vicky Carter
	That we are without excuse. Thank you Jesus.
	Pray for Wayne 70% blockage in heart. Headed to Washington Hospital this week. Salvation for family. God’s peace in the storm.

	Valerie Dishman
	For wonderful fellowship at the Women’s retreat.
	For salvation for Ed, tre, and Lyndsey. For god to soften Tre and Lyndsey’s heart.

	Jose & Elisabeth Gonzales
	E: A wonderful women’s retreat – what a blessing!
	E’s brother James has a court trial on Nov 10th at 9:00am. Please pray that the felony charge is dropped so he can continue his career in corrections. E’s uncle Dale Rowe is recovering from back surgery. Also for his salvation.

	Calvin & Alyssa Holston
	Wonderful weekend with the ladies at the retreat!
	For us both to have a more selfless, loving heart. To appreciate all things that our gracious Lord has blessed us with.  To have a stronger heart for prayer, and for a deeper understanding of His Word.  Healing for those in our church who are sick.

	Beaver & Valerie Huh
	Ladies retreat and fellowship. Sophie having fun and learning with tutoring. Developing friendships with fellow believers.
	Peace for our family. Godly wisdom for kid’s teachers. Growth in prayer life. God will show us how to serve Him and the church. Sophie to do well on her test this week.

	Chad & Marissa Laird
	M: Women’s retreat ( Was a blessing and encouragement. B: that we had a great time while mom was gone. That we survived without her.
	M: Closer dependence on the Lord in prayer continually. B: That we have a good week – keeping up with weekly chores and house work, etc. That we get disciple or something before Elizabeth moves.

	Matt & Sarah Lootens
	Making progress.
	House situation.

	Billy & Christy Magnum
	Praise God for women’s retreat and the time with the other women.  That my family survived while I was away.
	Pray for Billy’s salvation and Lindsey’s salvation. For Justin’s anxiety and my obedience.

	Jim Myers
	
	Michelle G healing from shingles. 

	Tim & Beth O’Neal
	Praise for the women’s retreat! So glad to get to know friends at TBC better.
	Pray to learn to pray with expectation.

	Jason & Sherri Pratt
	For God’s provision in all things. For opportunity, encouragement, and capability in delivering 7 messages last week – PTL! 
	S: Unspoken. J: For family reconciliation, for faithfulness in evangelism.

	Alex & Lisa Rice
	Austin didn’t have any loss of vision with his injury during the women’s retreat. That Lisa really enjoyed the retreat and she was encouraged.
	Lauren to be baptized soon!!! Healing of Austin’s eye. More time in the word.

	Dennis & Donna Richardson
	
	C: That God would lead me to the right college,that I would stay in the Word and in prayer.

	Martin & Jessica Romero
	Good conversation with mom and sister about the Good News.
	Help with work and the on going things there. 

	James & Robin Shultz
	
	Pray for Cathy Anthony. Pray for us to be able to go to MA in 2 weeks and the boldness to share the Gospel to my family. Pray for Joey. For us to use our time more wisely and to spend more time in the Word.

	Josh & Nichole Smith
	Retreat! God’s love and kindness
	Healing for Declan. Healing for Conover family. 

	Mark & Mary-Blake Summerlin
	Praise for our niece and nephew’s birthdays! Praise for TBC and it’s equipping and challenging us.
	For time management – more emphasis of time in the Word!

	Jonah & Danielle White
	For 4 years of marriage! For God’s faithfulness and answered prayer
	For strength and encouragement for Jonah as he has another busy week. For continued health. For  stronger prayer life.

	Drew & Dawn Williams
	Thanks for the great fellowship at the ladies retreat.
	Continued protection for Jessica while in LA at college. Drew’s safe travels to the UK this week. Pray for Jessica and her friends at Biola and the young 14 year old they met who ran away from home.

	Michael & Brandi Williamson
	Wonderful ladies’ retreat, great fellowship, learned a lot.
	Salernos are sick, going to ER. Brandi’s mom’s salvation and sobriety. Dad’s salvation. Friend’s health.

	Melvin & Kim Yost
	M: For a great fellowship at the MAB conference. K: Great time at retreat
	Contentment in all things.

	GUEST:

	David Boyce
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