Pictorial Review of Daniel 1-8
	
	Image –

Chapter 2
	Beasts –

Chapter 7
	Beasts –

Chapter 8
	Kingdoms Represented

	The Times of the Gentiles
	Head of gold
	Like a lion with eagle’s wings
	
	Babylon

	
	Chest and arms 

of silver
	Like a bear
	Ram with two horns
	Medo–Persia


	
	Belly and thighs 

of bronze
	Like a leopard with 4 wings and 4 heads
	Male goat with one great horn, four horns then one little horn
	Greece

	
	Legs of iron, feet of iron and clay
	Incomparable beast with ten horns and little horn
	
	Rome

	MK
	Stone the becomes a great mountain
	Messiah and saints receive the kingdom
	
	Kingdom of God


Notables:
Dan 2:34–35

34 … a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay, and crushed them. 
35 "Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 
Dan 7:11–14
11 … the beast was slain, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire. 
13 … with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming …
14 … to Him was given … a kingdom … all the peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him. 
Main Point: There is no co-existence between the kingdom of God and ANY earthly Gentile kingdoms.  Since Gentile kingdoms exist today (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, et. al.) the time of the Gentiles has not concluded yet. 
Daniel 9:20-27
Daniel 9:20–23
Notice the topic of Daniels prayer, namely:

 “my people Israel”


“holy mountain of God”

Personal Reflection:  What is your response to Gabriel’s statement to Daniel in vs. 23 “you are highly esteemed?”  

Gabriel comes to explain the vision of Chapter 8.  Recall, the vision of chapter 8 does not focus on the coming kingdom (as Dan. 2 and Dan. 7 do).  Therefore, we must ascertain how the explanation in Dan. 9 (the seventy weeks) fits with the vision of chapter 8.  Judging from the content of chapter 9, it appears that the prophecy of chapter 9 is a continuation of the vision in chapter 8 but the focus is on the nation of Israel/city of Jerusalem and its relation to this final coming kingdom.
Daniel 9:24–27
Dan. 9:24-27 is the most difficult passage in the OT to interpret correctly because of the myriad of exegetical decisions that need to be made.  These items will be numbered as we go.  Let us begin with some preliminary considerations.
Item 1: Are the numbers/time periods in Dan. 9:24-27 to be taken literally?

A. Daniel was contemplating the end to a literal 70 year exile.

B. Specific numbers are used in the prophecy (1, 7, 62), why would definite numbers be applied to time periods of indefinite length?

C. There is nothing in the context that suggests a non-literal use of the numbers.

Yes, we should take the numbers/time periods literally.

Item 2: Where in Jeremiah was Daniel reading from?

A. Jeremiah 25:11-12

B. Jeremiah 29:10-14

Both passages clearly speak of a literal 70 year captivity in Babylon; Jer. 29 also speaks of a restoration.
Though Daniel was correct in his understanding of what would happen after the exile, Gabriel was sent to give him insight into the correct timing of Gods plan.  This plan was a plan of delayed restoration; the proper theological term for this kind of delayed fulfillment is called “prophetic postponement.”  God has specifically postponed the restoration of Israel until another period of time is completed.
Item 3: What is the meaning of “seventy weeks?”
The Hebrew text literally says “seventy sevens” have been decreed.  That these should refer to groups of seven years is suggested by Daniels contemplating the reason for the exile, to allow 70 Sabbath resting years for the land.  As we saw a few weeks ago, one of the purposes of the Babylonian exile was to allow the Sabbath rest for the land, which had been violated 70 times during Jewish history.  Since the Sabbath years occurred in groups of 7 (six years to plant crops, one year for Sabbath rest of the land) the total number of years would be 70 x 7 = 490 years total.
One other note:  The history of the exodus from Egypt to the Babylonian captivity spans some 800 years.  Since the OT says there were many good kings and many bad kings (mostly bad), the 490 years that violated the Sabbath rest commandment are interspersed within the 800 years, i.e., there are lots of “gaps” in the 800 years that switch between good kings and bad kings.

The terminology “seventy weeks/seventy weeks of years” refers to seventy sevens of years.  The translators of the NASB choose “seventy weeks” to allows us to get a better picture of what is meant.  Just about every commentator and scholar agrees that the seventy sevens refers to 490 years.  The following diagram is sometimes helpful …
Israel’s Past < ---------- 490 years ----------   Daniel’s Day   ----------  490 years  ---------- > Israel’s Future            

Item 4: What is the meaning of the verb in vs. 24 that is translated “have been decreed?”

This is a unique word that appears only here in the entire OT.  It has the basic meaning of “cut” or “sliced off” and it came to mean “divide” or “determine.”  It appears that Gabriel choose this unique word to say that God was carefully choosing or determining the length of Israel’s prophetic history.
Item 5: What does the prophecy pertain to, i.e., who is it for?

This is perhaps the most significant point in the entire prophecy.  Since Daniel was praying specifically for his people and his holy city, Gabriel informs him that the prophecy pertains to exactly what Daniel was praying for.  The prophecy is “for your people and your holy city.”  This is such an obvious statement that it is stunning that many expositors try to make it fit with another group of people (usually the church).  

In the time of Daniel, who were Daniels people and his holy city?  There can only be one unique answer to this question that makes sense to Daniel.  The prophecy pertains to the nation of Israel and the city of Jerusalem only.  Any attempt to make this include the church in some way misses the mark totally.
One of my favorite quotes from a snarly dispensationalist on this topic comes from Robert Culver:

“Let the postmillennial and amillennial commentators look long and steadily at this fact.

This prophecy is a prophecy for Daniel’s people and Daniel’s city. No alchemy of

Origenistic spiritualizing interpretation can change that.”

Item 6: What is the meaning of each infinitive in verse 24?


to finish the transgression
to make an end of sin
to make atonement for iniquity
to bring in everlasting righteousness
to seal up vision and prophecy 
to anoint the most holy place
Gabriel specifically states that the 490 years will conclude with the fulfillment of these six things, again, which pertain to Israel and Jerusalem.  Since this is a list of items, perhaps there is some meaningful structure in the Hebrew (this is a pathetic cry for help from Chad, Scott, Jason, et. al. LOL !!!) 
a) to finish the transgression – The noun translated “transgression” is derived from a Hebrew root word meaning “rebel or revolt.”  The addition of the article suggests that a particular transgression was in mind.  The most likely explanation is that the particular sin the Lord had in mind was Jewish rebellion against the rule of God throughout their entire history.  The word “finish” here has the idea of the forcible cessation of an activity.  It points to a complete stop, not to a mere hindrance of activity.  Gabriel was saying that Israel will not finally stop its rebellion against the rule of God until the 490 future years have ended.
b) to make an end of sin – the word sin here is plural and refers to the actual daily sins of life.  The word for “make an end” was regularly used to indicate the closing of a letter or an official document.  When the scribe had finished his work, the king placed his royal seal upon it, thus showing that the communication was brought to a close, there was nothing left to say.  The combined statement looks to an end of the daily sins that have been committed because of Israel’s rebellion and certainly will not have its fulfillment until Israel repents.  From last weeks discussion of Daniel 7:13, that will not happen until the second coming of Jesus Christ.
c) to make atonement for iniquity – “iniquity” here is one of the most common words in the Hebrew language for sin.  This word looks to the fact that the reason why one commits iniquity is due to the perverted sinful nature inherited from Adam’s fall.  The word “atone” takes a prominent place in OT theology.  The sacrificial system had as its purpose the purifying of object contaminated by sin or uncleanness.
Jesus atoned for the sin of Israel when He died on the cross, however that atonement will not be appropriated to the nation of Israel until it repents … which will not happen until the second coming.
d) to bring in everlasting righteousness – the literal translation of this phrase is “to bring in the righteousness of the ages.”  It could refer to the righteous rule of Christ during the millennial kingdom.  Unlike the righteousness rule that occasionally existed when Israel had a good king, this righteousness will last forever and looks forward to the everlasting kingdom of God that was mentioned in Daniel 2 and 7.  
e) to seal up vision and prophecy – “to seal up” is the same Hebrew word as used above in “to make an end of sin” in the second infinitive.  Some expositors see a relationship between this purpose and the second one.  That relationship would be as follows:  when Israel repents of its sin as a people, then all the revelation that came through visions and prophecy concerning their future will no longer be required … it will come to an end.  
At the second coming and the events that transpire shortly after … ALL the OT prophecy given about the nation of Israel and their relationship to God will then be fulfilled, though the practical outworking of that relationship will develop during the coming kingdom.

f) to anoint the most holy place – Literally, “to anoint a holy of holies.”  When this phrase is used without the article, it refers to either the holy articles of the temple or the whole temple complex area.  In the well know prophecy of Ezekiel 40-48, there is a description of the temple complex used during the millennial kingdom.  In light of this, it appears that when the 490 years are completed, the temple complex area in Jerusalem will be anointed for service to God during the millennial reign of Christ.
Summary Thoughts:

First, if we take an honest look at all the six purpose clauses, we must conclude that none of them have been fulfilled entirely in history at this present time.  Certainly the work of Christ on the cross has set the table for Israel’s future restoration, but we certainly cannot claim that Daniels people as a whole have appropriated all these purpose clauses as a nation, though some individual Jews have turned to Christ as their Messiah.
Second, last weeks’ discussion involving Daniel 7:13 provide some interesting and important correlations with this weeks’ lesson.  

Since national repentance for Israel occurs at the second coming of Christ (last weeks’ lesson), and national repentance is required to complete the 490 years (by this weeks’ lesson) we can conclude that the second coming of Christ is required to complete the six purposes of the 490 years.  Since most reasonable Christians would say the second coming is still future (yes, there ARE some unreasonable ones), the 490 years CANNOT have had their conclusion up until this present day.
Third, though the 490 years cannot have had their conclusion up until this present day, it does not mean that SOME of the years may have had their conclusion in history up till this point in time.  Indeed, next week we will show that some of the 490 years have already been fulfilled in the first coming of Christ.
