[bookmark: _GoBack]Truth Bible Church – Daniel & Revelation Bible Study – April 6th & 7th , 2011 – Overview of Biblical Hermeneutics
Introduction: The Need for Proper Hermeneutics - why it’s important to review/establish before studying Daniel/Revelation
Read Acts 8:25-35 - Ethiopian Eunuch needed Philip to explain the Scripture to him)
Read Nehemiah 8:1–8.  - Ezra translated and explained the Word of God to the people so that they could understand its meaning.

I. What I learned from Dr. James Rosscup (Hermeneutics Professor at the Master’s Seminary)
1. What does the passage clearly say
2. What does the passage clearly NOT say
3. Write down key questions you have about the text (what is said or not said)
4. State the Hermeneutical Question/Problem
5. Search out the main Solutions/Viewpoints
6. Summarize your conclusion and why it is the Preferred View
	a. Principle of Literal interpretation (God speaks to us in a straight forward way – not intending to confuse/mislead us)
	b. Principle of Cross Reference (Scripture interprets Scripture)
	c. Principle of Word Study (Lexigraphy/Etymolog) (Meaning and uses of the original Greek or Hebrews word)
	d. Principle of Context (immediate context/surround verses, near context/rest of the book, far context/rest of Scripture)
	e. Principle of Checking (what do other godly, respectable, men/experts say, what are their explanations/interpretations?)
	f. Principle of Saturation (proper interpretation often comes from reading/meditating/memorizing the passage over and over)
	g. Principle of Holiness (if we are unbelievers there is no hope for proper interpretation without the Holy Spirit – neither can we expect proper interpretation or understanding if we are living in ongoing/unconfessed/unrepentant sin – sin blinds and keeps us from knowing the truth and obeying the truth)
	h. Principle of Prayer (I believe God honors and answers our heart cries – when we ask Him to guard us from doctrinal error or to help us rightly handle, interpret, understand, and apply His Word – this is His will and He will do it)

II. How to Read, Study, Interpret, and Apply the Bible (TBC Basic Discipleship PowerPoint)
1. Progressive Steps of Bible Study – read Ezra 7:10
	a. READ it – saturate your mind with the passage by multiple readings and memorization
	b. STUDY it – read the study bible notes, look up the cross references, use the concordance for word studies
	c. INTERPRET it – by careful study, meditation/memorization/prayer, and research - decide what the passage says
	d. APPLY   it – ask yourself what does the Lord want me to KNOW, STOP, CHANGE, or DO (2 Timothy 3:16)
	e. TEACH it – you really know something when you are able to pass it on/explain it to someone else

2. Hand Diagram from the Navigators – Look up the following verses on the importance of…
	a. Hearing the Word – Romans 10:17
	b. Reading the Word – 1 Timothy 4:13/Revelation 1:3
	c. Studying the Word – Ezra 7:10
	d. Memorizing the Word – Psalm 119:9-11 
	e. Meditating on the Word so as to apply it – Joshua 1:8

3. Principles of Reading the Word – a. Read Books of the Bible in CONTEXT, b. Read Repetitiously/MEDITATIVELY c. Read Expectantly/RELATIONALLY (Ps 119:18) d. Read at a Pace where you are really THINKING about what is being said and able to understand the message (not check the block) e. Read out loud, especially if you are DISTRACTED

4. Principles of Interpreting the Bible by John MacArthur “How to Study the Bible”
· LITERAL: understand the Bible in its literal, normal, and natural sense (avoid reading into the Bible a “secret” meaning or sometimes even a “personal” meaning that can only be applied to you and not to the original hearers) 
· HISTORICAL: understand the Bible from a historical perspective/ the context and times from which it was originally written (the background of the book – Who, What, When, Where, Why) (the time, culture, history/circumstances/issues surrounding the book, and the lives of the author and recipients)  
· GRAMATICAL: Understand what the words mean, including their form, ex. prepositions, pronouns, verbs, & nouns.  Also watch for idioms & figurative language like metaphor, analogy, hyperbole, personification.  Identify and know how the genre of the passage/book can effect interpretation (narrative/history, poetry, prophecy, parables, etc.)
· SYNTHESIS/Panoply: understand the meaning by evaluation of all the Scripture as a whole and not a verse or a passage in isolation – let the Bible interpret itself
· PRACTICAL/Application: What is the Bible instructing you to KNOW, STOP, CHANGE, or DO by way of applicable commands or implied principles drawn out of the text. (One interpretation/many applications)

5. Suggestions for Studying the Bible
· Study by asking the question what is God saying through this book or passage to the original audience and what is God saying to me
· Study by first understanding the background of the book – the time, the culture, the history/circumstances/issues surrounding the book, the lives of the author and recipient.  Who, What, When, Where, Why
· Study by reading the book through to get familiar with it and gain a bird’s eye view or the “big picture” of the book and major point(s) of the passage
· Study by highlighting the commands and promises throughout the book
· Study by Underlining a key verse(s) within each chapter
· Go back through and identify the major themes of the chapters and ultimately the book by recognizing key words, repeated phrases, and emphasized subjects.
· Go back and write down your observations: make an outline, keep a list of the themes, key words, key verses, commands, promises, facts, and questions you have.  (Use the margins to list your initial observations & questions)
· Go back after cursory study to more in-depth study involving the original languages, culture, geography, and history.

6. Context, Context, Context – questions to ask yourself about the CONTEXT
a. NEAR Context - Is my interpretation/meaning in-line with the theme, structure, & book it was found?
b. FAR Context - Is my interpretation/meaning consistent with other Scriptures about the same subject?
c. HISTORICAL Context - Is my interpretation/meaning considering the historical and cultural context of the passage?
d. AUTHORIAL Context - Is my interpretation/meaning the same as the author’s intended meaning to the original audience?
e. SCHOLARLY Context - Is my interpretation/meaning clear or obscure, obvious or hidden, newly discovered or widely known & believed by scholars?

7. Admonishment to exegetical precision and hard work, but warning about presuppositions and reading meaning INTO the text (eisegesis) instead of extracting God’s meaning out (exegesis)
a. Am I guessing at the meaning?  Have I done the hard work and put in the long hours required to be a good exegete?
b. Am I interpreting the passage in a “prejudiced” light that is most beneficial to me, my situation, or my sin?
c. Do I check my interpretations by cross referencing other parts of Scripture?
d. Do I check my interpretations against commentaries of respected scholars/men of God? 
e. Do I think I understand a new truth nobody else knows?  
f. Can others easily take my interpretation in wrong directions or be easily tempted to make dangerous applications?
g. Can I defend my interpretation directly from Scripture and does it fit well with my theology and what I already know?

“Be very wary if in your study you find something that no one else has ever seen before.  God probably would not blind godly men to truth for over 2000 years and suddenly reveal it to you.”

8. Top 10 Bible Study Tools
a. A good study Bible (NASB, ESV, NIV, NKJV, MacArthur, Thompson Chain Reference, Nelson, Scofield, Ryrie, Life Application, Reformation)
b. A Bible Dictionary or Theological Dictionary (Moody Handbook of Theology)
c. An exhaustive Concordance (NIV, NAS, Strong’s, Cruden’s) 
d. A good Topical Bible (Naves, Halley’s Bible Handbook, MacArthur’s Quick Reference Guide to the Bible
e. Systematic Theology (Geisler, Grudem, Erickson,Strong)
f. A one volume Bible Commentary (Matthew Henry)
g. A Layman’s Expository Dictionary (Vines, Zodiates, Wuest, Vincent, Barkley, Robertson, Wiersbe)
h. An Interlinear Greek New Testament or Hebrew Old Testament (Green)
i. Greek/Hebrew Lexicons or Commentary Sets (MacArthur, Expositor’s, NIV Application, NICOT, Pillar, NTC)
j. Computer Software - BibleWorks, Logos/Libronix, Esword


Introduction to Studying the Bible by Dr. Mike Vlach
 
“Hardly any study in the whole vast realm of intellectual life could be more important than the science of hermeneutics as applied to the Word of God, that which gives us an understanding of the eternal revelation of God to men.” –Wilbur M. Smith
 
I. The Need for Help: two examples
A.    Read the account of the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:25–35.
1.  Does this text teach you anything about the need for help when studying the Bible?
2. Two observations from Acts 8:25–35
a. Seeing the words of the Bible does not automatically mean that a person will understand their meaning.
b.      Proper guidance can help people understand the Bible.
B.  Read Nehemiah 8:1–8.  Ezra translated or explained the Word of God to the people so that they could understand its meaning.
 
II.  Introduction to Hermeneutics
A.    There is a name for the process of attempting to interpret and understand the Bible. This name is Hermeneutics.
B.      Hermeneutics is the science and art of biblical interpretation.
1.  Hermeneutics is a science because there are objective rules for studying the Bible. 
2. Hermeneutics is an art because it takes skill and practice to accurately apply these rules. 
“Hermeneutics . . . is a science because it is guided by rules within a system; and it is an art because the application of the rules is by skill, and not by mechanical imitation.” (Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 1)
 Being a Bible interpreter is analogous to being a surgeon. There are objective rules by which a surgeon should perform surgery. Yet surgery is an art in that the surgeon must use his/her skill and good judgment when performing surgery. Not everyone who knows the rules for surgery will be a good surgeon. Nor is a person who has the potential to be a great surgeon a great surgeon without knowing the rules of surgery. Likewise, the interpreter of the Bible must know the rules of interpretation (science) and hone his/her skills of Bible interpretation (art).  
NOTE: “The word hermeneutics is said to have had its origin in the name Hermes, the Greek god who served as messenger for the gods.” (Henry Virkler, Hermeneutics, 15).
 
III.  Why Bible Interpretation (Hermeneutics) Is So Important
A.    So we can understand what God has said.  God has revealed His Word to us so it should be our top priority to find out what He has said. 
“There is no profit to us if God has spoken and we do not know what He has said. Therefore it is our responsibility to determine the meaning of what God has given to us in Sacred Scripture.” (Ramm, 2).
B.      So we can correctly apply what God has said.  We cannot apply God’s Word to our lives if we don’t first correctly know what He has said.  Remember, the ultimate goal of Bible study is heart appropriation not just head apprehension. 
C.     As evangelicals, the Bible is our sole authority so we must do what we can to understand it. There is no outside authority that is equal to the Bible or can tell us what the Bible says and means.
 

IV.  Challenges to Correctly Interpreting the Bible  The first books of the Bible were written around 1400 B.C. The last book (Revelation) was written around A.D. 100.  Thus the Bible is an ancient book. This poses special challenges for those of us who want to correctly understand and apply the Bible. There are several gaps we must overcome.
A.    Language gap.  The Bible was originally written in three languages—Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.  Fortunately, our English translations have done a great job of translating the Bible into our language, but it is helpful to be aware of some basic ideas about how these languages operated.
B.      Time gap.  Because thousands of years have passed since the Bible was written we do not have access to the original writers of Scripture, people who knew these writers, and the audiences to whom the books of the Bible were written. We can’t ask them, “What did you mean when you wrote that?” or “When you received this letter from Paul how did you understand this passage?”
C.     Geographical gap.  We live thousands of miles away from the actual countries and places in which the Bible characters lived. Often, we are not familiar with the lands of Egypt, Babylon, and Israel. We are often not familiar with the many areas where the apostle Paul traveled.
D.    Cultural gap.  People in Bible times simply did a lot of things differently than we do today. In order to understand the Bible better we need to understand the customs of the peoples back then. 
1.  Ex. Why did Abraham cut various animals in two pieces and why did God go between these pieces? (see Genesis 15).
2.  Ex. Why did some people throw dust on their heads? (See Job 2:12; Ezek. 27:30).
E.      Literary gap.  The writers of the Bible used a wide variety of literary genres in their writings. The various literary genres include narrative, poetry, legal, wisdom, epistle, apocalyptic, and others. Some books of the Bible have a combination of these genres. 
1.  Are proverbs promises or general principles?
2.  When the Bible says that the trees will clap their hands is that literal or figurative language?
F.      Supernatural gap.  Since the Bible is written by God it is a unique book. Like no other book, the Bible is God speaking to us. Since God is infinite and perfect and we are finite and tainted with sin, there are mysterious truths in the Bible and matters that are difficult to comprehend. Even Peter wrote, “Our dear brother Paul also wrote . . . some things that are hard to understand” (2 Peter 3:15–16). 
1.  Ex. Trinity How is it that God is one in essence yet there are three persons within this one God?
2.  Ex. The Bible speaks of predestination and election but it also tells us that we are fully responsible for our actions.
 
V. Qualifications for Interpreting the Bible
 
A.    Must be Born Again and possess the Holy Spirit.  First Corinthians 2:14 states, “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.”
1. First Corinthians 2:14 is not saying that unbelievers cannot intellectually understand most of the Bible. In fact, several nonbelievers have written helpful commentaries on what the Bible actually says. But the word “accept” (dechomai) means “to welcome.” Those who are saved welcome what the Word of God says and intend to apply it to their lives (see Acts 17:11 and 1 Thess. 1:6). Unbelievers, on the other hand, reject God’s Word and do not welcome it to change their lives. Unbelievers also “cannot understand” the words of God. The word for “understand” is ginosko which means “to know by experience.” As Roy Zuck, says, “Only the regenerate have the capacity to welcome and experience the Scriptures, by means of the Holy Spirit.” (Roy B. Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, 23).
B.      Must understand the role of the Holy Spirit in the interpretation process. 
1.  The writings of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit. This ensures that the original writings or autographs of the Bible were one-hundred percent accurate in everything they affirmed.
2.  Part of the Holy Spirit’s ministry includes illumination. Charles Ryrie says, “. . . illumination refers to the ministry of the Spirit by which the meaning of Scripture is made clear to the believer.” (Charles C. Ryrie, “Illumination,” in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell, 545). Thus, illumination is the process by which the Holy Spirit helps us understand the Bible.
3. The illuminating work of the Holy Spirit, however, does not mean:
a.      our interpretations are never wrong.
b.      that we will fully understand the entire Bible.
c.       that all Christians will agree on every passage of Scripture.
d.      the Holy Spirit gives us intuitive flashes of insight apart from study of the Bible. 
e.       human teachers are not needed. The Bible stresses many times the need for spiritually gifted individuals to teach us the Word of God (See Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28; and Eph. 4:11). We must be in balance on this issue. We should ignore the extremes of (1) never studying the Bible on our own because we have teachers and (2) having an unwillingness to listen to what others have discovered about the Word of God. Be teachable but be discerning.
C.     Must study hard to understand the Bible.  Second Timothy 2:15 states: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.” Understanding the Bible will not always come easy. Thus, there must be a willingness dig hard and withhold judgment on accepting an interpretation until a thorough review of a passage has been completed. 
D.    Must be willing to accept what the Bible says and reject any false ideas about it.  We are to conform to the Bible, not the other way around. Be willing to be molded by it and to change your ideas on an issue or an interpretation if the Bible calls for it. 
E.      Must rely on the Holy Spirit with an obedient attitude.
 
VI. What Faulty Bible Interpretation Can Lead to
 
A.    Wrong understanding of what the Bible says.
B.  Wrong application of the Bible.
1.	Some have died from drinking poison and snake bites as a result of misinterpreting Mark 16:17–18.
2. Some have taken more than one wife based on the fact that Abraham, David, and Solomon had more than one wife.	
C.   Confusion.  The Body of Christ is not served well when there are so many   different understandings of Bible passages.
D.    The Bible being maligned and misrepresented.  Jesus’ declaration of “Do not judge” (Matt. 7:1) is often taken to mean that no person should ever make a moral judgment about anyone or anything. 
E.      The life of an individual or church can be seriously misguided and unbalanced.
 
VII. The Process of Understanding the Bible: Three Steps
A.    Observation. What do I see?
B.      Interpretation.  What does it mean?
C.  Application.  How do I apply this to my life?
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The Principles of Biblical Interpretation
There are certain principles that will help us to accurately handle the Word of Truth. These principles are embedded in the Scripture itself. We do not need to go beyond the boundaries of the Bible to discover these laws and maxims that are used to determine the meaning of Scripture. The Bible interprets itself (Scripture interprets Scripture).

Principle #1: The Literal Interpretation Principle
We take the Bible at face value. We generally take everyday things in life as literal or at face value. This is a common sense approach. Even symbols and allegories in the Bible are based on the literal meaning of the Scripture; thus the literal meaning is foundational to any symbolic or allegorical meaning. The golden rule of interpretation is: “When the plain sense of the Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense.” Therefore, take every word at its primary, usual, meaning, unless the facts of the immediate context, studied in the light of related passages and fundamental truths, clearly indicate otherwise.

Principle #2: The Contextual Principle
D.A. Carson has been quoted as saying, “A text without a context is a pretext for a proof text.” By “proof text,” of course, Carson means the abuse of a single verse or phrase taken out of context to “prove” a particular view. The word “text” is derived from the Latin word, which means to “weave.” The context is that which accompanies the text. The Word of God is a perfect unit. The Scriptures cannot be broken; they all hang together, a perfect unity. We must look and consider the verses immediately before, after, and around the passage. We must consider the book of the Bible and the section of the Bible in which the passage occurs. The Bible must be interpreted within the framework of the Bible.

Principle #3: The Scripture Interprets Scripture Principle
We may rest assured that God did not reveal an important doctrine in a single, ambiguous passage. All essential doctrines are fully and clearly explained—either in the immediate context, or somewhere else in the Bible. This principle is best illustrated by what is known as “topical Bible study.” There are two essential ‘rules’ for applying this principle: 1) The context of the two passages must be the same; and 2) The plain passage must be used to guide our interpretation of a less clear passage—not the other way around!

Principle #4: The Progressive Revelation Principle
The Word of God is to be understood from the Old Testament to the New Testament as a flower unfolding its petals to the morning sun. God initiated revelation, but He did not reveal His truths all at one time. It was a long and progressive process. Therefore, we must take into account the then-current state of revelation to properly understand a particular passage. For example, an interpretation of a passage in Genesis which assumed a fully delineated view of the “new Covenant” would not be sound. As the saying goes, “The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed, and the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed.”

Principle #5: The Accommodation Principle
The Bible is to be interpreted in view of the fact that it is an accommodation of Divine truths to human minds: God the infinite communicating with man the finite. The Bible was written in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. The Bible was also created in space, in time, and in history so that man could understand it. The truths of God made contact with the human mind at a common point, the Bible, to make God (and, indeed, all of reality) knowable. We must be careful, then, not to push accommodating language about God and His nature to literal extremes. God does not have feathers and wings (e.g., Psalms 17:8); nor is He our literal Father in the same sense our earthly father is.

Principle #6: The One Interpretation Principle
Every verse in the Bible has only one interpretation, although that verse may have many applications. The one correct interpretation is that which mirrors the intent of the inspired author.

Principle #7: The Harmony of Scripture Principle
No part of the Bible may be interpreted so as to contradict another part of the Bible. The Christian presupposes the inerrancy and harmony of Scripture as a necessary result of a perfect Creator God revealing Himself perfectly to Mankind. Proper application of hermeneutical principles will resolve apparent conflicts. The key here, of course, is the word “proper,” for exegetical fallacies can easily result from a zealous but ill-informed attempt to “save” Scripture from an apparent contradiction.

Principle #8: The Genre Principle
Genre is a literary term having to do with the category or “genus” of literature under consideration. Proper interpretation must take the general literary category of any given passage into consideration. Are we dealing with poetry or prose? Are we dealing with history or prophecy? It is important that when we interpret the Word of God, we understand as much as possible the author’s intent. For example, if the author is writing history—the genre of the Pentateuch of Moses— it would not be proper to interpret a single reference (such as the speech of Balaam’s ass) as a poetic personification, unless a variety of contextual markers compelled us to do so. Here are some books of the Bible and their respective genres:
Psalms – Poetry
Proverbs – Wise Sayings
Isaiah – History and Prophecy
The Gospels – Biography and History
The Epistles – Teaching and Doctrine
Revelation – Eschatology and Prophecy

Principle #9: The Grammatical Principle
The Bible was originally written in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. While we have several highly accurate translations of the Bible in English, all translation involves a certain amount of interpretation on the part of the translator. Thus, the study of word meanings, grammar, and syntax of the original languages is important for a proper understanding of Scripture. This doesn’t mean that every student of the Bible must learn Hebrew or Greek. There are a number of tools available—lexicons, Bible dictionaries, detailed exegetical commentaries—that can provide a deeper understanding of crucial passages.

Principle #10: The Historical Background Principle
The Bible was composed in a specific culture at a particular point in time. While they are universal in application, the truths in the Bible can most fully be realized only when taking the surrounding culture and history into account. For example, when Jesus is called “the first fruits” (1 Corinthians 15:20), we may have some understanding of this title from the Old Testament, but a study of Jewish religious practice in the first century can provide a deeper understanding of why Paul chose this title in this passage, as opposed to another title with the same general meaning of “first.”
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the meaning of the text along with its relevance to present-day hear-
ers. Exegesis is the actual interpretation of the Bible, and herme-
neutics consists of the principles by which the meaning is deter-
mined.

Homiletics is the science (principles) and art (task) by which
the meaning and relevance of the biblical text are communicated in a
preaching situation, and pedagogy is the science (principles) and art
(task) by which the meaning and relevance of the biblical text are
communicated in a teaching situation.

Exegesis is the study in private, and exposition is the presen-
tation in public. Exegesis is done in the study; exposition is done in
the pulpit or at the teacher’s desk or podium. The primary concern
in exegesis is an understanding of a biblical text, whereas the primary
concern of exposition is the communication of the meaning of the text.

Definitions of Hermeneutics and Related Terms

HERMENEUTICS
The science (principles) and art (task) by which
the meaning of the biblical text is determined.

EXEGESIS
The determination of the meaning of the biblical
text in its historical and literary contexts.

EXPOSITION
The communication of the meaning of the text along
with its relevance to present-day hearers.

HOMILETICS
The science (principles) and art (task) by which
the meaning and relevance of the biblical text
are communicated in a preaching situation.

PEDAGOGY
The science (principles) and art (task) by which
the meaning and relevance of the biblical text
are communicated in a teaching situation.

THE WHAT AND WHY OF BIBLE INTERPRETATION 21

An cffective expositor is first an effective exegete. E)fcg 'is
precedes exposition, just as baking a cake comes before serving it.
The exegetical process takes place in the workshop, the w‘archousc. It
is a process in private, a perspiring task in which the Bible student
cxamines the backgrounds, meanings, and forms of words; st_u@.les
the structure and parts of sentences; secks to ascertain the original
textual reading (textual criticism); ete. But not all those details are
shared when he preaches or teaches the Bible. An artist, in the pro-
cess of creating his work, agonizes over the minutia of his painting,
but in the end he wants others to see not the fine details but the
whole and how the parts are related. o

Exegesis is thus a means to an end, a step toward exposition.
Execgesis is more technical and is basic to exposition, which is more

( EDIFICATION

EXPOSITION
(With exhortation)

HOMILETICS OR PEDAGOGY
(Principles for
communicating the content)
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CORRELATION APPLICATION
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(Comprehending the content)
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OBSERVATION | HERMENEUTICS
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HISTORICAL TIME LINE OF

Eamly Apolggists Alexandyian
Clsrely and Antiochene
FEathers Fathers
LITERAL Dorotheus
Clement of Lucian
Rome Diodorus
Ignatius Theodore
Polycarp Justin Martyr  John
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MAJOR BIBLE INTERPRETERS

Middle Ages Reformation Dost-
Reformation
Luther Westminster
Rashi Melanchthon Confession
Hugo of Victor Calvin F. Turretin
Richard of Victor ~ Zwingli John Wesley
Andrew of Victor  Tyndale J.A. Turretin
Anabaptists Cappell
Ernesti
Bengel
Wettstein
Aquinas
Nicholas
Wycliffe
Bernard
Joachim
Langton
Gregory the
Great

Venerable Bede
Rabanus Maurus
Alcuin

Council of Trent

Hobbes
Spinoza

Bochme
Spener
Francke

Modern Ern

Exegetical
commentators

Evangelical
scholars

Jowett
Baur
Strauss
Wellhausen
Harnack
Peré
Fosdick
DeWolf

Schleiermacher
Barth
Kierkegaard
Bultmann





