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1. Head of Gold/Lion (626-539 B.C.)
	B______________________
     Major Ruler: N__________________
2. Chest of Silver/Bear (550-330 B.C.) 
	M_______-P_____________
     Major Ruler: C__________________
3. Waist of Bronze/Leopard (359-146 B.C.)
	G______________________
     Major Ruler: A__________________
     (Maccabean Revolt: 167 B.C. - 63 B.C.)
4. Legs of Iron&Clay/Dragon (44 B.C.-476 A.D.) 
     Major Ruler: A__________________
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	The Maccabean Revolt
175 B.C. - Antiochus IV Epiphanes becomes ruler of the Hellenistic Seleucid Empire. In an effort to unify the Greek elements of his empire, he begins campaign to force the Greek culture onto Judea.
167 B.C. - A Jewish priest, Mattathias, starts a revolt against the Seleucid overlords of Judea by refusing to worship the Greek gods. Mattathias dies about a year later. One of his five sons, Judas, becomes military chief of the rebellion. Judas would later be known as Judas Maccabaeus (or Judah the Maccabee), which translated means "Judah the Hammer." Judas was called "the hammer" as recognition of his ferocity in battle.
164 B.C. - Judas Maccabeus leads an army of Jewish dissidents to victory over the Seleucids. After the victory, he enters Jerusalem in triumph and religiously cleanses the Temple (which had been profaned by the pagan Seleucids). On the twenty-fifth day of the Jewish month of Kislev the Temple was re-dedicated. Supposedly, only one day's supply of oil was available to burn in the candelabrum (holder for one or morecandles) and it miraculously lasted for eight days. In commemoration of this event Jews celebrate Hanukkah each year.
160 B.C. - Judas Maccabeus dies in battle. Two of Judas' brothers continue the war to gain Judea's independence.
147 B.C. - Judea gains independence.

63 B.C. - Roman troops, led by Pompeius, occupy Palestine (Judea). The fall of Jerusalem occurs.
37 B.C. - Herod the Great is appointed ruler of Judea by Rome.

The Book of Maccabees
     There were originally five books of the Maccabees. The first contains a history of the war of independence, commencing (175 B.C.) in a series of patriotic struggles against the tyranny of Antiochus Epiphanes, and terminating 135 B.C. It became part of theVulgate Version of the Bible, and was thus retained among the Apocrypha.
     The second gives a history of the Maccabees' struggle from 176 to 161 B.C. Its object is to encourage and admonish the Jews to be faithful to the religion of their fathers.
     The third does not hold a place in the Apocrypha, but is read in the Greek Church. Its design is to comfort the Alexandrian Jews in their persecution. Its writer was evidently an Alexandrian Jew.
[image: http://www.houseofptolemy.org/graphics/040bce.gif]     The fourth was found in the Library of Lyons, but was afterwards burned. The fifth contains a history of the Jews from 184 to 86 B.C.. It is a compilation made by a Jew after the destruction of Jerusalem, from ancient memoirs, to which he had access. None of these books has any divine authority and were not divinely inspired like thesixty-six books that comprise most modern Bibles.Source: Easton's Bible Dictionary
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12:1 Angelology: 
Michael – the arch angel (the great prince) – Daniel 10:13, 10:21, 12:1, Jude 1:9, Revelation 12:7
Who stands (over Israel – the sons of your people)
Will stand/arise (causing a time of distress that has never occurred since there was a nation, bringing a judgment where everyone who is found written in the book will be delivered/rescued (from the time of distress/great tribulation)
	





	MAP LEGEND

	

	 ——————
	 
	Maccabean territory in 142 B.C.

	 -------------------
	 
	Maccabean acquisitions in 104 B.C.

	 ........................
	 
	Boundary of Kingdom of Alexander Jannaues in 76 B.C.
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Daniel 1 – Daniel & Friends Exiled but not Defiled with the King’s food – Promoted to the King’s personal service

Daniel 2 – Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s 1st Dream (Large Statue) – Promoted to ruler over Babylon and chief over all the wise men

Daniel 3 – Daniel’s Friends extraordinary faith to trust God and not worship Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Image - Rescued from the fiery furnace by the Son of God

Daniel 4 – Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s 2nd dream (Large Tree) – Nebuchadnezzar humbled and acknowledges God’s everlasting kingdom/dominion

Daniel 5 – Daniel Interprets writing on the wall – Belshazzar killed and Babylonian empire overthrown by Cyrus of the Medes/Persians

Daniel 6 – Daniel prays three times a day and thrown into the lion’s den by Darius the Mede – Daniel rescued and Darius acknowledges God’s everlasting kingdom/dominion

Daniel 7 – Daniel’s 1st Vision (Four Beasts that represent four kingdoms) – these kingdoms will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One and his everlasting kingdom

Daniel 8 – Daniel’s 2nd Vision (Ram and Goat) that prefigure Antiochus Epiphanies and the coming Antichrist – he will oppose the Prince of princes but be broken without human agency

Daniel 9 – Daniel’s personal and national prayer of repentance – Gabriel brings him an answer that decrees 70 “sevens” for Israel that predict the precise coming of the Messiah and desolation of the Antichrist causing desolations

Daniel 10 – Daniel’s 2nd Vision of the Conquering Christ (The One Man dressed in Linen) – An angel brings understanding and strength

Daniel 11 – An angel predicts coming Grecian  empire (Alexander the Great), division of its empire (Four generals - King of the South/Ptolemies and King of the North/Seludicids), the Abomination of Desolation by Antiochus Epiphanies, and the coming Abomination of Desolation by the final Antichrist/Tribulation/Battle of Armageddon
 
Daniel 12 –  An angel predicts the protection of Israel by the arch angel Michael and the exact timing of the Great Tribulation during which Israel will be purged, purified, and refined.
From fhttp://www.padfield.com/acrobat/taylor/daniel.pdf
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Armageddon (Har-Magedon = Mountain of Megiddo) Daniel 11:45, Revelation 16:16, 19:19


















Geographical Significance
Here the southern side of Mt. Carmel near the coast can be seen.  Mt. Carmel was most significant in ancient times as a barrier to traffic along the coastal plain.  The 1500-foot high limestone mountain impeded armies and merchants traveling to the Jezreel Valley. 
Symbol of Beauty
Biblically, Mt. Carmel is referenced most often as a symbol of beauty and fertility.  To be given the "splendor of Carmel" was to be blessed indeed (Isa 35:2).  Solomon praised his beloved: "your head crowns you like Mount Carmel" (Song 7:5).  But for Carmel to wither was a sign of devastating judgment (Nahum 1:4).
Elijah's Contest
This is probably the best view of the area of Elijah's contest, assuming tradition is correct.  The monastery of Muhraqa is at the top of the hill, but tradition places the contest slightly lower near a spring.  The crowds of Israelites would have filled the spacious territory around to see whose God would win.


































Daniel 12:1-13 Exegesis

Tie in from last week - The Battle of Armageddon  - Daniel 11:45  45 "He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain (either Mount Carmel or Jerusalem – either way the rest of Scripture fixes the area of encampment of the Antichrist as the Jezreel Valley/Armageddon); yet he will come to his end (2 Thessalonians 2:8), and no one will help him.  All the nations come with the Antichrist against Israel/Jerusalem (Zechariah 12:2-3, 14:2-3, Revelation 19:17-21).

Daniel 12:1a The Protection of Israel by the arch angel Michael
Now at that time (time of the Anti-Christ gathering at Armageddon) 
Michael the great prince (arch-angel – Daniel 10:13, 10:21, 12:1, Jude 1:9, Revelation 12:7-17)
Who stands (dm;[' amad: to take one’s stand, stand) over the sons of your people (angelic assignment to protect Israel)
Will stand (same word dm;[' amad: to take one’s stand, stand) will protect Israel from annihilation from the Anti-Christ (Isaiah 26:20-21, Jeremiah 30:7, 1 Peter 5:10, *Revelation 12:14)

Daniel 12:1b – The last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation called the Great Tribulation
And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time 
Similar to Matthew 24:21 – “there will be a great tribulation such as not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will (Jesus quoting Daniel 12:1b).  This period (the last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation period is called the “Great Tribulation” that is kicked off by the breaking of the peace pact with Israel by the Anti-Christ (Daniel 9:27), the Abomination of Desolation (Daniel 11:31, Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14, Luke 21:20), the bowl judgments (Revelation 16), and the persecution/effort to annihilate Israel and Jerusalem by the armies gathered on the plains of Megiddo (Isaiah 10:23, 28:22, Zechariah 12:11, Revelation 16:16).  

Daniel 12:1c – The number of believing Jews who will survive the Tribulation
And at that time your people will be rescued/delivered (that is) everyone found written in the book (book of life mentioned Psalm 69:28, Philippians 4:3, Revelation 3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:12, 20:15, 21:27, 22:19)
How many Jews are rescued/survive the tribulation because their names were in the book of life? Answer: 144,000 from the 12 tribes of Israel - Revelation 7:4, 14:1-3.

Daniel 12:2 – The resurrection of Old Testament saints
Many of those who sleep (have died) in the dust of the ground will awake  - some to everlasting life (~l'A[ olam : long duration, antiquity, futurity, ~yYIx; chayyim: life), but others to everlasting contempt (!Aar'De deraon: aversion, abhorrence)
Similar to preaching/warning of resurrection either to heaven or hell in Matthew 25:46, John 5:24-29, Acts 24:25, Romans 2:7-10, Galatians 6:8, 
When are the Old Testament saints resurrected?  Either at the rapture or on the day of the Lord – Daniel 12:2, Revelation 20:4-6, and Isaiah 26:19 are passages that classic dispensationalists use to support that the Old Testament saints and tribulation martyrs are not raised until after the tribulation and at the start of the Millennial Kingdom/Day of the Lord.  Matthew 8:11 seems to support this, that the context is a Centurion/Gentile believer of greater faith than Israel who Jesus says will meet the O.T. patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Millennial Kingdom.   Amillennialist and Historical Pre-millenialist make some good arguments for only one 2nd coming and only one resurrection of the saints (both O.T. and church age).  Their primary argument is that O.T. are “in Christ” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) and saved by Christ and through faith just as we/the church are (Ephesians 2:12-22), and so it does seem strange that the church enjoys heaven and the supper of the Lamb with the O.T. saints.  However, it must be remembered that the resurrection of the O.T. saints at the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom is referring to their bodies – their souls were in Paradise prior to the atonement of Christ (Luke 16:19-31, 23:43) and afterwards those in Paradise were taken to heaven (Ephesians 4:8-10 – led captive a host of captives and gifts to men) just as Hades in the future will be thrown into hell/the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14).  We also know that there are several resurrections – 1 Cor. 15:22-23 – Christ the first fruit, then church saints, then O.T. saints – the first shall be last (Matthew 12:45, 19:30, 27:64, Mark 10:31, Luke 13:30, Romans 2:9-10).   We know for sure that the righteous and the unrighteous have two distinct resurrections – Revelation 20:6 – blessed and holy is the one who has part in the first resurrection – over these the second death has no power – they will be priests of God and Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.  (Basically if you are not raised physically at the start of the Kingdom, you have missed the Kingdom and are destined to hell).   The last resurrection of the unrighteous in Revelation 20:13 talks about dead and Hades being resurrected for judgment and whoever’s name in not found in the book of life is thrown into the lake of fire.   Lastly, it is possible that all Jews will be resurrected at the beginning of the millennium to see their Savior – Jesus – but the disbelieving ones who rejected their Savior will be resurrected as Daniel 12:2 says to everlasting contempt.  This is the only way I can find to explain how the disbelieving Sanhedrin and High Priest will “see the son of man sitting at the right hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 26:64).   This would also explain the separating of the sheep from the goats as talking only about the believing and disbelieving Jews (Matthew 25:32-33) and the believing Jews like Nathaniel seeing the heavens opened and angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man (John 1:51). 

Daniel 12:3 - Those who are saved in the Tribulation will shine brightly/evangelize like stars in the heaven
Those who have insight (lk;f' sakal: to be prudent) will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  There are 144,000 Jews and countless Jewish martyrs who are prudent/find insight during the tribulation and who “figure out” that Jesus is the Messiah and that the Anti-Christ is a fraud.  This is accomplished by Jews reading the Old and New Testament, realizing prophets like Daniel and his 69 weeks/483 years until Messiah could only point to Jesus, there are prophets and prophetess (Joel 2:28) who testifying the true along with two witnesses (Moses and Elijah) that cannot be silenced/or killed until the end of the tribulation/but they are resurrected (Revelation 11:3-11).   Overall, this verse extols evangelism during the tribulation just the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) and Philippians 2:15-16 extol those now who shine like stars in the universe as they hold out and hold fast the word of life to others.

Daniel 12:4  - The veil and temporary hardening of Israel will finally be lifted
"But as for you, Daniel, conceal (~t;s' satham: to stop up, shut up, keep close) these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge (t[;D' daath: knowledge)
will increase."  Right now there is a temporary hardening and blinding of the Jewish people to their Messiah – (2 Corinthians 3:13-16,  Romans 11:7, 11:25), but the veil is removed in Christ – whenever a person turns (repents) to the Lord.  This knowledge (sin, righteousness, judgment – John 16:8) will increase so that we see as we see today more Jews coming to Christ in the church age (Messianic Jews), but during the “end time”/tribulation and return of the Lord – all Israel will be saved (Romans 11:26).   Prophets like Daniel will no doubt be used by the Lord to increase the knowledge of the Jews during the tribulation so that many do recognize Biblical knowledge/insight and turn to Jesus – and many are then martyred for their faith (Revelation 6:9-11).   Instead of the many/majority being blind (John 12:40, Romans 11:10, 2 Corinthians 4:4) , the many will rush/go quickly (jWv shut: to go or rove about quickly/earnestly)
 into greater knowledge (Isaiah 11:9, 29:18).  It’s interesting what Daniel was to seal up, close, that John the Revelator would actually finish and complete our knowledge that Daniel asked for.  In the end times people will be desperate for answers and will find the knowledge in the Bible. 



Daniel 12:5  - Two angels on each side of the river
Two others (probably two other angels) were standing – one on each side of the river.  This is similar to Revelation 22:1-2 description of the river of life and the tree of life on both sides (Ezekiel 47:12) that symbolize the healing of the nations and the removal of the curse of sin.

Daniel 12:6 – Jesus the man dressed in linen and who has all the answers
A man dressed in linen – presumably this is Christ – because this goes back to the vision of Christ in Daniel 10:5 (certain man dressed in linen), and is verified in that he is “above the waters of the river,” AND that he (God) is the one who has all the answers and thus they are asking him the question “How long will it be until the end of these wonders?”  Wonders (al,P, pele: a wonder, astonishing event)  are the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments that comprise the tribulation period.  

Daniel 12:7 – The humbling and restoration of Israel
Then the man dressed in linen/Jesus raised his right and his left toward heaven – swearing by Him who lives forever (himself/God the Father) that the great tribulation (context of 12:1 – time of distress that has never occurred ) would last for 3 ½ years – time, times, and half a times (Daniel 7:25, Revelation 11:2-3, 12:14, 13:5).   The great tribulation’s purpose is to “finish shattering the power of the holy people” (punishing them and humbling them for their rebellion, but once they humble themselves, they will be lifted up - James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5/Proverbs 3:34).  The whole purpose of the tribulation (last week of the 70 decreed for Israel) is for their restoration (Isaiah 49:6, Jeremiah 30:3, 30:18, 31:23, 32:44, 33:7-9, Ezekiel 38:8, *39:25) and for the sake of His holy name (Psalm 79:9, 106:8, 143:11, Isaiah 48:9-11, Ezekiel 20:9-12, 36:22, *Daniel 9:19)

Daniel 12:8  - Daniel doesn’t understand
Daniel does not understand (!yBi bin: to discern). Daniel doesn’t have the NT books/knowledge we have/at time take for granted) and he ultimately wants to know the outcome of these events (i.e. what is the end/future of Israel). He is not told that “all Israel will be saved” (Romans 11:26) but he could have already known this from Isaiah 45:17. 

Daniel 12:9 – Daniel told to accept/move on with the knowledge that he has been given.
What he is told is to “go his way” (accept what the Lord has chosen to reveal to him) and that these words/answers are concealed/sealed until the end time (we are in the end times/last days as evidenced by Acts 2:17, 2 Timothy 3:1, Hebrews 1:2, 2 Peter 3:3) and thus we are given the luxury of the answers provided to us in the book of Revelation so that we should be thankful to know what Daniel longed for but was told no.  This is similar to the prophets who had an incomplete picture of eschatology and even angels who longed to know what we know (1 Peter 1:12).

Daniel 12:10 – Daniel given a few more clues/answers to his question concerning the outcome of Israel
However, he is given a couple more answers – namely that concerning Israel/the Jews – many will be purged (rr'B' barar : to purify, select), purified (!bel' laben: to be white), and refined (@r'c' tsaraph : to smelt, refine, test) – this fits perfectly with Daniel 11:35, Zechariah 13:9, Isaiah 48:10, Malachi 3:3, and Revelation 11:13 descriptions of a believing 1/3 remnant of Jews during the Tribulation/Israel’s 70th week.  But, not surprisingly (from a N.T. perspective) none of the wicked will understand – Romans 1:21, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2:14, John 14:17).  But the discerning will understand (ironically the Jews in the tribulation who accept the inspiration of Daniel and study it, will no doubt understand who the real Messiah is and who isn’t).



Daniel 12:11 - The Great Tribulation lasts 1290 days
The AntiChrist makes a peace pact/covenant with Israel for one week/7years (Daniel 9:27) at the beginning of the Tribulation. But in the middle of the 7 years, he breaks this pact he puts an end the continuous sacrifice (dymiT' tamid: continuity) and sets up the abomination of desolation/proclaims himself to be god in the Jewish temple (2 Thessalonians 2:4).   From this mid-point of the tribulation until the end/Day of the Lord is 1290 days.  Some like John MacArthur state that this extra thirty days is “possibly to allow for the judgment of the living subsequent to Christ’s return (cf. Matt. 24:29–31; 25:31–46), before millennial kingdom blessings begin.”[footnoteRef:1] A more likely explanation is that while the Antichrist has authority to act against Israel for 42 months (Revelation 13:5) there are two witnesses testifying against him for 1260 days during the last half of the tribulation (Revelation 11:2-3).  The extra thirty days covers the time when the two-witnesses are killed, their deaths celebrated by the wicked, not buried right way, and then miraculously come to life (most likely at the 2nd coming of Christ).  Another possible reason for the extra 30 days is the extra 13th month (called Adar II in the Jewish calendar so that there are 7 leap years with a 13th month every 19 years) that aligns the lunar calendar with solar calendar/seasons.  [1:  MacArthur, J. J. (1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed.) (Da 12:11). Nashville: Word Pub.] 


Daniel 12:12 – Blessing/happiness awaits those who persevere to 1335 days
 The Antichrist in the last 3 ½ years of the tribulation is given temporary dominion over Israel so that survivors must flee to the hills (Matthew 24:16, Mark 13:14, Luke 21:21) as he seeks to destroy the remnant of believing Jews/anyone who doesn’t worship him (Revelation 11:2), but God perseveres a remnant of Israelites in the wilderness (Revelation 12).  For the 144,000 Jews hiding in the wilderness for survival, I believe it is helpful for them to know exactly how long they must persevere (1260+1290 = a total of 2550 days (close to 2556.75 solar calendar days in a 7 year period), just as it was important for Daniel to know from Jeremiah 25:11 exactly how long the exile would last – 70 years.  Why the extra 45 days after the 1290 days for a total of 1335 days?  Perhaps there is a mop up phase between Christ’s defeat of the Anti-Christ and his second glorious entrance into Jerusalem (Zechariah 9:9-10) where he will be coronated as King and where Tribulation survivors will be rewarded/blessed (rv,a, esher : happiness, blessedness) for waiting (hk'x' chakah: to wait, await).  Dr. MacArthur simply states,  “Forty-five more days, even beyond the 1,290 days, allows for transition between Israel’s time of being shattered (v. 7) and God’s setting up of His kingdom (cf. 7:13,14,27).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  MacArthur, J. J. (1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed.) (Da 12:12). Nashville: Word Pub.] 


Daniel 12:13 – Daniel and O.T. saints will be rewarded during the Millennial Kingdom
Daniel is instructed to “go his way” – live his life for the Lord to the end (#qe qets: end) – the end of his life, at which time his body will enter rest (x;Wn nuach: to rest), but at the Millennial Kingdom “rise again” and at which time he will be reward “allotted a portion” (lr'AG goral: a lot) (Psalm 16:5) at the end of the age (literally “end of days” ~Ay yom: day). 

Personal Application/Prayer after studying the book of Daniel:
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An Outline of Daniel

PART ONE: THE PERSONAL HISTORY OF DANIEL (1:121)

1. The Deportation of Daniel to Babylon (1:17)
. The Faithfulness of Daniel in Babylon (1:8-16)
. The Reputation of Daniel in Babylon (1:17-21)

PART TWO: THE PROPHETIC PLAN FOR THE GENTILES (2:1-7:28)

1. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Great Image (2:1-49)
A, Nebuchadnezzar conceals his dream. (1-13)
B. God reveals the dream. (14-23)
C. Daniel interprets the dream. (24-45)
D. Nebuchadnezzar promotes Daniel. (46-49)

Il. Nebuchadnezzar’s Image of Gold (3:1-30)
Nebuchadnezzar's image is erected. (1-7)

Daniel’s friends refuse to worship. (8-12)

Daniel’s friends trust God. (13-18)

Daniel’s friends are protected in the furnace. (19-25)
Daniel’s friends are promoted. (26-30)

moNE s

Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision of a Great Tree (4:1-37)
A. Nebuchadnezzar’s proclamation. (1-3)

B. Nebuchadnezzar's vision. (4-18)

C. Daniel’s interpretation of the vision. (19-27)

D. Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation. (28-33)

E. Nebuchadnezzar's restoration. (34-37)

IV. Belshazzar and the Handwriting on the Wall (5:1-31)
A. Belshazzar defiles the temple vessels. (14)
B. Belshazzar sees the handwriting. (5-9)
C. Daniel interprets the handwriting. (10-29)
D. Belshazzar iskilled. (30-31)

V. Darius’ Foolish Decree (6:1-28)
Danielis promoted. (1-3)

Darius signs the foolish decree. (4-9)
Daniel prays faithfully. (10-15)
Daniel s saved in the lions’ den. (16:24)
Darius’ wise decree. (25-28)
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VI. Daniel’s Vision of the Four Beasts (7:1-28)
A, The revelation of the vision. (1-14)
B. The interpretation of the vision. (15-28)

PART THREE: THE PROPHETIC PLAN FOR ISRAEL (8:1 - 12:13)

1. Daniel’s Vision of the Ram and the Male Goat (8:1-27)
A, The revelation of the vision. (1-12)
B. The length of the vision. (13-14)
C. The interpretation of the vision. (15-27)

. Daniel’s Vision of the Seventy Weeks (9:1-27)
A. The understanding of Daniel. (1-2)
B. The intercession of Daniel. (3-19)
C. The intervention of Gabriel. (20-23)
D. The revelation of the seventy weeks. (24-27)

l. Daniel’s Vision of Israel’s Future (10:1 - 12:13)
A. The preparation of Daniel. (10:1-21)
B. The revelation of the sixty-nine weeks. (11:1-35)
C. The revelation of the seventieth week. (11:36 - 123)
D. The conclusion of the visions of Daniel. (12:4-13)
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