[bookmark: _GoBack]Daniel 8
A change in language:
· Chapters 1-2:4 – Hebrew
· Chapters 2:4-7 – Aramaic
· Chapters 8-12 – Hebrew
Aramaic was the international language at that time, and both Jews and Gentiles understood it. Because chapters 2-7 had to do with God’s rule over Gentile nations, Daniel wanted to make sure it was written in a language the Gentiles understood.  The events in chapters 8-12 are written in Hebrew because it deals with Israel.  It is important that you don’t confuse the little horn here in chapter 8 with the little horn in chapter 7.  Remember, chapter 8 is prophecy about the Medo-Persian empire coming into power, then being conquered by the Greek empire led by Alexander the Great.  It continues to tell about succession of command after him, until the little horn (Antiochus Epiphanies).  He is a type of Antichrist, but is not the Antichrist. The Antichrist comes from within the revived Roman empire (the ten toes of the statue, or ten horns of the beast). 
8:1  This vision is in the third year of Belshazzar’s reign, two years after Daniel’s vision of the 4 beast in chapter 7. 
8:2  Susa was a small city with a fortress and was located about 250 miles east of Babylon.  Susa became the Medo-Persian capital city. (It is now located in modern day Iran)  Susa was located between two rivers and a large canal was built connecting the two rivers. It was called the Ulai Canal.  There was a fortress there to protect the city and the Ulai canal was on one of the sides of the fortress.  When the Medo-Persian empire conquered Babylon, Susa became its capital city, thus it would have been even more built up and fortified.  
8:3, 20  The ram represents the Medo-Persia Empire.  The guardian spirit of the Medo-Persia empire was a ram with two pointed horns. The Persian king wore a head of a ram on his head when he stood at the head of his army.  The one horn which comes up last and is longer than the other represents the Persian empire. At first the Media empire was more powerful, but over time Persia becomes the more powerful and dominating of the two, These symbolizations are similar to Daniel’s dream in chapter 7 of the bear which was raised up on one side.

  

	Empire
	Daniel 2 (Statue)
	Daniel 7 (4 Beast)
	Daniel 8 (Ram)

	Medo-Persia
539-331 BC 
	Chest and Arms of Silver
	Bear raised up on one side
	Ram with two horns

	Greece
331-146 BC
	Stomach and Thighs of Bronze
	Leopard with four wings/four heads
	Goat 1st w/1 horn  then 4 horns



8:4  The ram butting to the west (Babylonia, Syria, Asia Minor), to the north (Armenia, and regions around the Caspian Sea), and to the south(Egypt, Ethiopia)s the Medo-Persia empire. Medo-Persia became the largest empire up to that point in history.
8:5, 21  A male goat coming from the west with one horn between its eyes moving as though it’s not even touching the ground.  The goat was Greece, the horn was its ruler Alexander the Great, and because of its swiftness in battle it appears not even to touch the ground. (Refer to Daniel’s dream in Chapter 7’s representation of Greece)It only took about 3 years for Alexander to crush the Medo-Persia empire. (334 to 331BC) 
8:6-8, 22  Just as no one was able to stand against the ram or rescue them from his wrath so the goat did to the ram. (Alexander the Great at age 25)  He then expanded the Greek empire until, history tells us, that he sat down and wept because there were no more worlds to conquer.  Then, at the height of his power(at age 32) he died(the horn was broken).  Then four horns came up in its place (his four generals under his command). They divided up the Greek empire into four parts.
	The 4 Generals
	The Nations

	Cassander(West)
	Macedonia and Greece 

	Lysimachus(North)
	Thrace and western Asia Minor

	Seleucus(East)
	Babylon, Syria and southern Asia Minor

	Ptolemy(South)
	Egypt , Palestine and several cities on the coast of Asia Minor


                                                                                                                                                                                8:9, 23 Out of one of them(4 horns) will came forth a rather small horn who grew great towards the south(Egypt), and East(Mesopotamia), and the Beautiful Land (Palestine).  Many think this is Antiochus Epiphanes, a Syrian from the Seleucid division. (Notice the similarity between the little horn here and the one in chapter 7)
8:10-11, 24-25    Host of heaven could mean angels or those faithful to God.  In this context it is talking about the faithful Jewish people. (Ex 12:41, Dan 12:3, Rev 21:1) He will persecute God’s people, he will stop all worship of God, and he will desecrate God’s temple. He will be broken without human agency (means that his death was not the cause by human means, he was not killed or murdered). (Daniel 11 will cover this in more detail. Also if you want to know more of his atrocities attached is a part of 1 Maccabees 1; The First book of Maccabees is a book that is often of great historical interest, but has no divine authority.)
8:12  On account of transgressions - We see here that God is in control.  He is allowing this to happen because of the disobedience of Israel, just as He gave them over to Assyria and Babylon. 
8:13-14  Holy One – is talking about angels. One of the angels said this would continue for 2300 days, between 6 and 6 ½ years.  That is how long Antiochus persecuted the Jews and desecrated the temple, from 171 to 165 BC.  Once Antiochus influence in Israel ended full temple worship was restored on Dec 25, 165 BC.  That would have made the starting point Sep 6, 171 BC.
8:15-16  One who looked like a man (Gabriel) a voice came from between the banks of the Ulai (probably God who commands the angels).
8:17-19  Falling to the ground and losing consciousness appears to be a common reaction to those visited by heavenly beings.  Time of the end (not to be confused with the end times, but to the end of time of this vision/empire, which is the Grecian empire, The empire of the stomach and thighs of bronze, the empire of the leopard with four heads and wings, the empire of the goat with one horn.  The final period of the indignation (Gods wrath on sinful man, during this 2300 day period).  
8:26  The visions of the evenings and mornings (2300, verse 14), but keep the vision secret (the word secret in Hebrew is <05640> ~t;s' or ~t;f' (satham or satham)Meaning: to stop up, shut up, keep close.  God does not give us revelation to hide it, instead, it means to shut it up or preserve.  The fact that it is here written down by Daniel is proof of that.  He was to record it, preserve it for future generations, for us to know God and his plan for man.
8:27  The future events Daniel just witnessed was devastating to him.  Think if you will if you witnessed the future destruction and persecution of everything you held dear.  How would you feel?  
It is my opinion that this “little horn” represents a man named Antiochus Epiphanies who was a type of Antichrist and is a foreshadow of the Antichrist in chapter 7.  Just as Jonah remained 3 days in the belly of the whale symbolized Christ’s 3 days in the heart of the earth. (Mt 12:39-40).
Conclusion/Application:  Chapter 8 taken literally shows the great accuracy of the prophetic word of God.  Even though it is yet in the future at the time of the writing, it is long ago history to us.  We should take great comfort when we see God’s word come true , because that should give us peace in knowing that his prophesy that is yet to come will hold true as well.  




“The First book of Maccabees is a book that is often of great historical interest, but has no divine authority.”
1 Maccabees
CHAPTER 1
[bookmark: 20001001][bookmark: 20001002][bookmark: 20001003][bookmark: 20001004]From Alexander to Antiochus. 1a After Alexander the Macedonian, Philip’s son, who came from the land of Kittim,* had defeated Darius, king of the Persians and Medes, he became king in his place, having first ruled in Greece. 2He fought many battles, captured fortresses, and put the kings of the earth to death. 3He advanced to the ends of the earth, gathering plunder from many nations; the earth fell silent before him, and his heart became proud and arrogant. 4He collected a very strong army and won dominion over provinces, nations, and rulers, and they paid him tribute. 
[bookmark: 20001005][bookmark: 20001006][bookmark: 20001007]5But after all this he took to his bed, realizing that he was going to die. 6So he summoned his noblest officers, who had been brought up with him from his youth, and divided his kingdom among them while he was still alive. 7Alexander had reigned twelve years* when he died. 
[bookmark: 20001008][bookmark: 20001009]8So his officers took over his kingdom, each in his own territory, 9and after his death they all put on diadems,* and so did their sons after them for many years, multiplying evils on the earth. 
[bookmark: 20001010]10There sprang from these a sinful offshoot, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of King Antiochus, once a hostage at Rome. He became king in the one hundred and thirty-seventh year* of the kingdom of the Greeks. 
[bookmark: 20001011][bookmark: 20001012][bookmark: 20001013][bookmark: 20001014][bookmark: 20001015]Lawless Jews. 11b In those days there appeared in Israel transgressors of the law who seduced many, saying: “Let us go and make a covenant with the Gentiles all around us; since we separated from them, many evils have come upon us.” 12The proposal was agreeable; 13some from among the people promptly went to the king, and he authorized them to introduce the ordinances of the Gentiles. 14Thereupon they built a gymnasium* in Jerusalem according to the Gentile custom. 15They disguised their circumcision and abandoned the holy covenant; they allied themselves with the Gentiles and sold themselves to wrongdoing. 
[bookmark: 20001016][bookmark: 20001017][bookmark: 20001018][bookmark: 20001019]Antiochus in Egypt. 16c When his kingdom seemed secure, Antiochus undertook to become king of the land of Egypt and to rule over both kingdoms. 17He invaded Egypt with a strong force, with chariots, elephants* and cavalry, and with a large fleet, 18to make war on Ptolemy,* king of Egypt. Ptolemy was frightened at his presence and fled, and many were wounded and fell dead. 19The fortified cities in the land of Egypt were captured, and Antiochus plundered the land of Egypt. 
[bookmark: 20001020][bookmark: 20001021][bookmark: 20001022][bookmark: 20001023][bookmark: 20001024]Robbery of the Temple. 20d After Antiochus had defeated Egypt in the one hundred and forty-third year,* he returned and went up against Israel and against Jerusalem with a strong force. 21He insolently entered the sanctuary* and took away the golden altar, the lampstand for the light with all its utensils, 22the offering table, the cups and bowls, the golden censers, and the curtain. The cornices and the golden ornament on the facade of the temple—he stripped it all off. 23And he took away the silver and gold and the precious vessels; he also took all the hidden treasures he could find. 24Taking all this, he went back to his own country. He shed much blood and spoke with great arrogance. 
25And there was great mourning throughout all Israel,
26and the rulers and the elders groaned.
Young women and men languished,
and the beauty of the women faded.
27Every bridegroom took up lamentation,
while the bride sitting in her chamber mourned,
28And the land quaked on account of its inhabitants,
and all the house of Jacob was clothed with shame.
[bookmark: 20001029][bookmark: 20001030][bookmark: 20001031][bookmark: 20001032][bookmark: 20001033][bookmark: 20001034][bookmark: 20001035]Attack and Occupation. 29e Two years later, the king sent the Mysian commander* to the cities of Judah, and he came to Jerusalem with a strong force. 30He spoke to them deceitfully in peaceful terms, and they believed him. Then he attacked the city suddenly, in a great onslaught, and destroyed many of the people in Israel. 31He plundered the city and set fire to it, demolished its houses and its surrounding walls. 32And they took captive the women and children, and seized the animals. 33Then they built up the City of David with a high, strong wall and strong towers, and it became their citadel.* 34There they installed a sinful race, transgressors of the law, who fortified themselves inside it. 35They stored up weapons and provisions, depositing there the plunder they had collected from Jerusalem, and they became a great snare. 
36The citadel became an ambush against the sanctuary,
and a wicked adversary to Israel at all times.
37They shed innocent blood around the sanctuary;
they defiled the sanctuary.
38Because of them the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled away,
she became the abode of strangers.
She became a stranger to her own offspring,
and her children forsook her.
39f Her sanctuary became desolate as a wilderness;
her feasts were turned into mourning,
Her sabbaths to shame,
her honor to contempt.
40As her glory had been, so great was her dishonor:
her exaltation was turned into mourning.
[bookmark: 20001041][bookmark: 20001042][bookmark: 20001043]Religious Persecution. 41g Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one people, 42and abandon their particular customs. All the Gentiles conformed to the command of the king, 43and many Israelites delighted in his religion; they sacrificed to idols and profaned the sabbath. 
[bookmark: 20001044][bookmark: 20001045][bookmark: 20001046][bookmark: 20001047][bookmark: 20001048][bookmark: 20001049][bookmark: 20001050]44The king sent letters by messenger to Jerusalem and to the cities of Judah, ordering them to follow customs foreign to their land; 45to prohibit burnt offerings, sacrifices, and libations in the sanctuary, to profane the sabbaths and feast days, 46to desecrate the sanctuary and the sacred ministers, 47to build pagan altars and temples and shrines, to sacrifice swine and unclean animals, 48to leave their sons uncircumcised, and to defile themselves with every kind of impurity and abomination; 49so that they might forget the law and change all its ordinances. 50Whoever refused to act according to the command of the king was to be put to death.h 
[bookmark: 20001051][bookmark: 20001052][bookmark: 20001053]51In words such as these he wrote to his whole kingdom. He appointed inspectors over all the people, and he ordered the cities of Judah to offer sacrifices, each city in turn. 52Many of the people, those who abandoned the law, joined them and committed evil in the land. 53They drove Israel into hiding, wherever places of refuge could be found. 
[bookmark: 20001054][bookmark: 20001055][bookmark: 20001056][bookmark: 20001057][bookmark: 20001058][bookmark: 20001059][bookmark: 20001060][bookmark: 20001061]54On the fifteenth day of the month Kislev, in the year one hundred and forty-five,* the king erected the desolating abomination upon the altar of burnt offerings, and in the surrounding cities of Judah they built pagan altars.i 55They also burned incense at the doors of houses and in the streets. 56Any scrolls of the law* that they found they tore up and burned. 57Whoever was found with a scroll of the covenant, and whoever observed the law, was condemned to death by royal decree. 58So they used their power against Israel, against those who were caught, each month, in the cities. 59On the twenty-fifth day of each month they sacrificed on the pagan altar that was over the altar of burnt offerings. 60In keeping with the decree, they put to death women who had their children circumcised, 61and they hung their babies from their necks; their families also and those who had circumcised them were killed. 
[bookmark: 20001062][bookmark: 20001063][bookmark: 20001064]62But many in Israel were determined and resolved in their hearts not to eat anything unclean; 63they preferred to die rather than to be defiled with food or to profane the holy covenant; and they did die. 64And very great wrath came upon Israel. 

