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2:1  If the Babylonians don’t count the 1st year of reign as a king this is actually Nebuchadnezzar’s third year, which would put this about the time Daniel and his friends were through with their three years of training.  
2:2-11 The king had summoned all his wise men and magicians and had commanded that they not only interpret his dream, but first they must tell him the dream that he had.  By insisting they tell him the dream he can be relatively sure of the interpretation. This put much pressure on the magicians and wise men because he threatened to tear them from limb to limb and destroy their homes.  Their reward would be great if they were able to tell him his dream and interpret it as well.  Knowing that it was beyond their ability they asked the king a second time for the king to tell them the dream and they would give the interpretation.  They said what the king asked of them was unreasonable and was beyond the capability of man, that only the gods were able to perform such a task. 
2:12-13  This angered Nebuchadnezzar and he ordered all the wise men in the kingdom killed, this included Daniel and his 3 friends.  (Could this be the event that verse 1:20 refers to).  If Daniel and his 3 friends were found 10 times wiser than all the other wise men then why weren’t Daniel and his three friends consulted initially with the interpretation of the dream, or for that matter why weren’t they consulted at all?  It could be the event in verses 1:18-19 had already occurred, and this is the event verse 1:20 is referring to). 
2:14-18  Daniel was unaware of the event and requested from the king time to tell the king his dream and its interpretation. The king obviously granted his request.  Daniel returns home, finds his friends and informs them. They faithfully take it to God in prayer.
2:19-23  God reveals to Daniel the dream and its interpretation. Daniel gives praise and all the glory to God.
2:24-30  Daniel tells the king that God has given the king this vision for the purpose of knowing what will take place in the future/end times.  However this dream is also revealed to Daniel for the apparent purpose to give the Jews hope in the future while they were being dominated by the gentiles in the present.  Daniel then repeats to the king what the wise men said, that there is no man that is able to reveal the mysteries of God, that only God can do so.   And that God has revealed the dream and its interpretation to Daniel, and that it is totally of God and not of man (Daniel).        
2:31-35  The King’s Dream – Daniel describes to the king his dream;  a great and magnificent statue of a man.  His head was made of gold, chest and arms of silver, belly and thighs of bronze, and legs of iron and feet of iron and clay.  Then there was a great stone cut without hands which struck the feet of iron and clay and crushed them.  Then the whole statue was crushed at the same time and became like dust which the wind carried away so that not a trace could be away.  Then the stone became like a mountain and filled the whole earth.   As we look at the head, it starts out with a valuable, soft, moldable and pure metal (gold). As we move down the body towards the feet the materials become less valuable, harder and more brittle, and less pure.  We see a constant deterioration, much as we see in our society today.  We are becoming so immoral, so contaminated with sin that the moral fabric that holds society together is unraveling and falling apart. Just as the statue is becoming so brittle that it will be crushed and turn to dust.  The statue is an illustration of mans greed to conquer the world.  The stone cut not by human hands that struck the statue is an illustration of God’s sovereignty over man’s pride and rebellion.  God is in control, not man.    
2:36-45 The Interpretation- Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that God gave him his kingdom and everything in it to accomplish His glory.  Dan 2:21 It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding.
	  
	KINGDOM
	KING/REIGN

	Head
(Gold)
	Babylon
	King Nebuchadnezzar to Belshazzar 605BC-539BC 

	Chest and Arms
(Silver)
	Medo-Persia
	King Cyrus to Darius III 
539BC-332BC

	Belly and Thighs
(Bronze)
	Greece
	Alexander the Great and the Four Divisions 332BC-63BC 

	Legs (Iron) and
Feet (Iron and Clay)
	Rome
	A Divided Kingdom 
63BC-thru the time of Jesus

	Stone 
(Cut not by Human Hands)
	Millennial Kingdom
	Christ – at the 2nd Coming
for 1000 years


   The time beginning with Jerusalem being destroyed in 586 BC until the 2nd coming is referred to as the time of the Gentiles.  I haven’t really heard of this title before, at least not in the context that it is referred to here.  It identifies the era of Israel’s captivity by Babylon and Gentile domination until the 2nd Coming.  I’m sure if you asked an orthodox Jew what it was they would know. (Luke 21:20-24)    
[image: ]The head, chest and arms, belly and thighs, and legs are history, or so I believe. During the reign of Diocletian, the Emperor of the Roman empire, Rome had become too large to rule by one person.  So in 284 AD Diocletian divided the kingdom in two parts, an East and West.  Could this be what is meant by a divided kingdom and symbolize the two legs?  However the feet of iron and clay (10 toes) are still yet in the future.  They are thought to be ten world powers (nations, banks, leaders) who have joined forces but have no cohesion except for a common greed to rule the world (Daniel 7:7-24, Revelation 12:3, 13:1, 17:3-16). Thus they are brittle and will be destroyed easily by the stone (Christ the Rock, Duet 32:3-4, 1 Cor 10:4, Mt 21:42-44) at the second coming (Discussed in more detail in Daniel 7).  Then, Christ will set up a kingdom that will never be replaced and will last forever.
2:46-49  Nebuchadnezzar pays respect and honor to Daniel. Notice what he says to Daniel, your god, not his god.  A god, not THE God.  A lord, not THE Lord. Though he recognizes God as a deity, he doesn’t recognize Him as the One and Only True GOD.  But he will in the pasture (Dan 4:34).  He then promoted Daniel and made him ruler over the province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men.  Daniel, not looking out for his own interest requested his three friends be appointed administrators of the province of Babylon, while he served God in the royal court.
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