Daniel 4 – The Pride, Punishment, and Purification of Nebuchadnezzar

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: John MacArthur (15 minutes) (from “How Are the Mighty Fallen!” Daniel 4:1-37 Code: 27-12, 1:05-50:00) http://www.gty.org/AudioPlayer/Sermons/27-12

The pride of King Nebuchadnezzar – Daniel 4:1-30  (dream of a great tree that is cut down)
1. Achievement Oriented - Conquered Jerusalem (and most of the known world) and plundered it, even the temple vessels (1:1-2)
2. Self-Centric/focused - Brainwashed and reprogrammed his exiles with names honoring his gods (Bel/Marduk, Aku/moon god) (1:3-7)
3. Anger problem - demanding, hard to please, easily outraged– threatens to kills all his wise men/advisors (thinks he doesn’t need any help) (2:12)
4. Titles - Accepts self-idolizing/promoting titles – “king of kings” (2:37)
4. Humanistic - Gave homage/worship to Daniel/a mere man and remained polytheistic (2:46-49)
5. Idolater - Made an image/idol of gold (likely of himself) to be worshipped (3:1-7)
6. Brutal/unmerciful – threatens to brutalize/torture/control by fear anyone who goes against him (3:29) and is unmerciful to the poor (4:27)
7. Conceited – aggrandizing himself and by others– “king to all the peoples, nations, languages” “you have become great and grown strong, and your majesty has become great and reached to the sky and your dominion to the end of the earth” (4:1, 4:22) 
8. Pleasure oriented – creature comforts/only cares about himself – “at ease/flourishing in my palace” (4:4)
9. Refused to repent – 12 months later – he had not heeded Daniel’s call to “break away/repent from your sins buy doing righteousness and showing mercy to the poor” (4:27-29)
10. Prideful thoughts/reflections – “is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?”  Similar to Satan’s prideful musings (Isaiah 14:13-14)

The punishment of King Nebuchadnezzar – Daniel 4:31-33
4:31 His sovereignty was removed (which had always been given by God – Daniel 2:21, John 19:11, Romans 13:1, 1 Peter 2:13-14) – he was driven away from civilization, became like a beast for SEVEN years (4:23, 7:25) – similar to Herod’s immediate humbling (Acts 12:21-23)

(From John MacArthur’s sermon) Now notice back in verse 16 for a minute. "Let his heart be changed." And the heart, you have to understand, the heart has reference to all of the thinking cognitive reasoning processes of man which control everything. And his mind is literally to become that of an animal. This is a monstrous psychological affliction known as lycanthropy, from lucas wolf, anthropos man. The wolf man. The werewolf concept comes from this. The guy who thinks he's an animal.
Raymond Harrison recites a personal experience with a modern case similar to that of Nebuchadnezzar that was observed in a mental hospital in 1946. And Harrison wrote this and I thought it was interesting. He said, "A great many doctors spend an entire busy professional career without once encountering an instance of the kind of monomania described in the book of Daniel. The present writer, therefore, considers himself particularly fortunate to have actually observed a clinical case of boanthropy."
And by the way, boanthropy is the word boa, which means bull or cow. And that is a form of lycanthropy where a person thinks they're a cow or a bull. Now this sounds kind of funny to us, but it wasn't too funny, I'm sure, to the people who go around eating grass and acting silly like that.
Anyways, "they observed," he says, "a clinical case of boanthropy in a British mental institution in 1946. The patient was in his early 20s. He reportedly had been hospitalized for about five years. His symptoms were well developed on admission and diagnosis was immediate and conclusive. He was of average height and weight with a good physique and excellent bodily health."
"His mental symptoms included pronounced antisocial tendencies. And because of this, he spent the entire day from dawn to dusk outdoors on the grounds of the institution. His daily routine consisted of wandering around the magnificent lawns in which the otherwise dingy hospital situation was graced. And it was his custom to pluck up and eat handfuls of the grass as he went along. On observation, he was seen to discriminate between grass and weeds. And on inquiry from the attendant, the writer was told the diet of this patient consisted exclusively of grass from hospital lawns. He never ate institutional food with other inmates and his only drink was water."
"The writer was able to examine him cursorily and the only physical abnormality noted consisted of a lengthening of the hair and a coarse, thickened condition of the fingernails. Without institutional care, the patient would have manifested precisely the identical physical conditions as those mentioned in Daniel 4."

The principle of the dream and warning of punishment for pride is not just for Nebuchadnezzar – but for all of us – notice the purpose statement the angelic messenger gives in the dream – “In order that the living may know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows on it on whom He wishes and sets over it the lowliest of men.”  
Consider the irony of how prideful we all are and the overall pride of man in that he thinks he is so smart, but is often ruled/governed by the most foolish, unwise, insensible, and stupid/yet arrogant people alive (lowliest of men).  “We get the rulers we deserve.” 
The purification of Nebuchadnezzar – how he humbled himself (Matthew 18:4, 23:12, Luke 1:52, Luke 14:11, 18:13-14, James 1:5-12, James 4:6-10, 1 Peter 3:8-12, 1 Peter 5:5-7, 
1. (4:34a) Nebuchadnezzar raised his eyes to heaven (prayer).  Prayer is an act of humility that acknowledges and seeks the Lord’s help, guidance, and answers (Psalm 121:1-8, 123:1-4,  John 17:1).  With prayer comes divine wisdom – similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s reason returning to him (2 Chronicles 1:11, Colossians 1:9, James 1:5).
2. (4:34b) Nebuchadnezzar blessed (%r'B. berak: to kneel, bless) praised (xb;v. shebach: to laud, praise)and honored (rd'h] hadar: to glorify) God who lives forever.
3. (4:34c) Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged that God’s Dominion (!j'l.v' sholtan: dominion) ***and His Reign/Kingdom (Wkl.m; malku: royalty, reign, kingdom) (not his own) was supreme/enduring (~l;[' alam: perpetuity, antiquity) forever (from generation to generation) (Daniel 4:3, 6:26, 7:14)
4. (4:35a) Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges the puniness/nothingness of man (Genesis 3:19, Job 7:7, Psalm 39:5, 78::39, 103:14, 144:4, Ecclesiastes 12:7) “all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing (John 15:5)
5. (4:35b) Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges that God has the right/prerogative to do whatever he pleases (Job 9:12, 2 Chronicles 20:6, Psalm 33:11, 115:3, 135:6, Daniel 6:27) and no one has the right to question God’s sovereignty/authority, goodness, or justice (Job 9:12, 42:2, Isaiah 43:13, 45:9, Romans 9:18-22)
6. (4:37a) Therefore, Nebuchadnezzar praises, exalts, and honors the King of Heaven (not himself).  (Psalm 2:11, 29:2, 96:9, Romans 11:36, Ephesians 3:21, 2 Timothy 4:18, 2 Peter 3:18, Revelation 1:6)
7. (4:37b) Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges that all His works are true and His ways are just and that God is able (in the example of Nebuchadnezzar) those who walk in pride.

Conclusion: Like Job, Nebuchadnezzar was blessed even greater after his testing than before (reason returned, majesty, splendor, glory, sovereignty were restored, others seeking me out, and SURPASSING greatness was added to me (by God).  God is able to humble those who walk in pride (Proverbs 3:34, 8:13, 11:2, 15:25, 16:5, 16:18-19, 21:2-4, 21:24, 29:23) and exalt/restore/redeem the humble (Job 5:11, Ezekiel 21:26, Mathew 5:3, 23:12, Luke 1:52, 14:11, 18:14, James 4:6-10, 1 Peter 5:5-6)

Discussion Questions: 
1. Do you think Nebuchadnezzar is saved/in heaven?
2. What significance does this chapter have in terms of eschatology?
3. What can be assumed about Daniel’s witness and lifestyle from Nebuchadnezzar’s words “a spirit of the holy gods is in you” (4:18)?
4. Do you think Daniel 4:1-3 belongs with chapter 3 or a summary/conclusion to chapter 4? Why?
5. Why is on God’s kingdom lasting forever the key verse and point of the passage? (Daniel 4:3, 4:34)
6. Can you see the gospel in this passage – what parts of the gospel are communicated by Daniel in 4:27?
7. Why do you think Daniel was appalled/hesitant to share the meaning of the dream (4:19) Fear or Concern?

Nebuchadnezzar’s Restoration by John F. Walvord (Professor at Dallas Seminary) http://www.walvoord.com/article/245
4:34-37 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counselors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.
Although the previous narrative had been couched in the third person, Nebuchadnezzar now returns to first person narrative. He records how he lifted up his eyes to heaven and his understanding returned. Whether this was simultaneous or causal is not stated, but looking to the heavens possibly was the first step in his recognition of the God of heaven and gaining sane perspective on the total situation. Nebuchadnezzar’s immediate reaction was to express praise to God, whom he recognizes as “the most High.” What effect this had on his belief in other deities is not stated, but it at least opens the door to the possibility that Nebuchadnezzar had placed true faith in the God of Israel.
In praising and honoring God, he attributes to Him the quality of living forever, of having an everlasting dominion, and of directing a kingdom which is from generation to generation. These qualities of eternity and sovereignty are far greater than those attributed to Babylonian deities. Because of His sovereignty, God can consider all the inhabitants of the earth as nothing. He is able to do as He wills whether in heaven or in earth, and no one can stay his hand or ask, “What doest thou?” Even as these words of praise were uttered to God, his reason returned to him. No doubt his counselors had maintained some sort of a watch upon him, and upon the sudden change the report was given. They immediately sought his return to his former position of honor. Apparently the transition was almost immediate, and Nebuchadnezzar was once more established in his kingdom. It is in this role that he is able to issue the decree and make the public confession that is involved.
[bookmark: P712_297488]Nebuchadnezzar concludes with praise and worship for the “King of heaven,” whom he describes in conclusion, “all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.” Nebuchadnezzar’s experience brings the obvious spiritual lesson that even the greatest of earthly sovereigns is completely subject to the sovereign power of God. Montgomery summarizes the chapter concisely, “Neb. holds his fief from Him who is King in heaven and in the kingdom of man.”243
[bookmark: P714_297709]The debate as to whether Nebuchadnezzar was actually saved in a spiritual sense remains unsettled. Such worthies as Calvin, Hengstenberg, Pusey, and Keil believe the evidence is insufficient.244 As Young and others point out, however, there is considerable evidence of Nebuchadnezzar’s spiritual progress of which chapter 4 is the climax (cf. 2:47; 3:28; 4:34-35). There can be little question that he acknowledges Daniel’s God as the omnipotent eternal sovereign of the universe (4:34, 35, 37). His issuance of a decree somewhat humiliating to his pride and an abject recognition of the power of God whom he identifies as “King of heaven” (4:37) would give us some basis for believing that Nebuchadnezzar had a true conversion. Inasmuch as in all ages some men are saved without gaining completely the perspective of faith or being entirely correct in the content of their beliefs, it is entirely possible that Nebuchadnezzar will be numbered among the saints.
In chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar reaches a new spiritual perspicacity. Prior to his experience of insanity, his confessions were those of a pagan whose polytheism permitted the addition of new gods, as illustrated in Daniel 2:47 and 3:28-29. Now Nebuchadnezzar apparently worships the King of heaven only. For this reason, his autobiography is truly remarkable and reflects the fruitfulness of Daniel’s influence upon him and probably of Daniel’s daily prayers for him. Certainly God is no respecter of persons and can save the high and mighty in this world as well as the lowly.
