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When God took the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt through Moses he made a special covenant with them.  He promised to be their God that they would be to Him a holy nation and a kingdom of priests.  But there was a condition, they would have to obey Him by keeping His laws, by offering sacrifices, and by observing the Sabbath rests, just to name a few.  The Hebrews agreed to do all that the Lord commanded.   (Mosaic Covenant, Ex 19:3-8) As long as Israel did as the Lord commanded they would be blessed, however, if they failed to obey God, He would discipline them (Lev. 26, Duet. 7, 28:64, 29:28, 2 Chron. 36:14-21)  We see examples of this throughout the OT since the law was given.  Moses and the first generation of the Mosaic covenant (except Caleb & Joshua) didn’t get to enter the promise land because of their disobedience.  Joshua led the next generation into the Promised Land and because of their obedience they were blessed, but because they failed to completely destroy the inhabitants, they fell into idolatry and worshipped pagan gods.  At this point God starts delivering them over to their enemies.  We read this in Judges 2:11-15.  
Then God would raise up judges to deliver out of the hands who plundered them. As soon as the judge died they would turn right back to idolatry. God used judges to lead Israel from about the time of Joshua’s death until the start of the monarchy, about 350 years. There were 16 judges God raised up during this time, 14 in the book of Judges, and Eli and Samuel.
  Then Israel rejects God as king and wants a king appointed over them (1 Sam 8:4-9).  Saul, Israel’s first king had no heart for God, David had a whole heart for God, and Solomon had a half heart for God.  Because of Solomon’s sins God tells him He’s going to take the kingdom away from him and give it to his servant (1 Kings 11:5-11). The servant being Jeroboam.  But God remembers His promise to David (Davidic Covenant – 2 Samuel 7), His promises to the patriarchs (Abrahamic Covenant – Genesis 12, 15, 17), and particularly Jacob’s blessing to his sons before he died. To Judah he said, the scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet (Gen 49:10).  After the death of Solomon Israel is split in two.  Ten tribes retain the name of Israel and they were known as the northern kingdom, and their capital was Samaria.  They never have a godly king, nor did they follow after God.  The southern kingdom was made up the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, they were called Judah, their capital being Jerusalem.  They had 8 godly kings and 11 ungodly kings.  2 Chronicles 15:9 says not all the peoples of the ten tribes in the Northern Kingdom stayed with Israel, but some faithful to God migrated to the Southern Kingdom.   
 	This brings us to the prophets. The Hebrew word for prophet means “one who is inspired by God.” The Greek word means “one who foretells future events” (profh,thj prophetes: a prophet, an interpreter or forth-teller of the divine will, literally “to declare beforehand”).  Prophets are also called “seers” or “men of God” in the Scriptures.  Prophets were divinely inspired men who were commissioned by God to speak or record His messages.  They often revealed His will on moral issues, exhorted people to be faithful to Him, warned people of the consequences of sin, and called on people to repent.  Daniel is the last book known as the major prophets and just before the 12 minor prophets in the Old Testament.  What makes it a major prophet book verses a minor is the length of it, not the importance.  They are all just as important.   Daniel is to the Old Testament what Revelation is to the New Testament.  We need to understand where Daniel fits in with the other prophets of his time.  Isaiah ministered more than a hundred years before the Babylonian exile. He ministered in Judah 100 years before the Babylonian exile in a time of prosperity, when the people thought everything was going very well. They were confident that everything was fine and yet Isaiah could see the spiritual state of apostasy. And so Isaiah was proclaiming the fact that judgment was coming if something didn't change dramatically.  Jeremiah came some time after Isaiah.   Jeremiah was during the last five kings of Judah's history. He was the prophet right at the end of Judah and was also a captive in Babylon with Ezekiel and Daniel.  Other prophetic contemporaries of Daniel’s time were Habakkuk and Zephaniah. 
WHO
Daniel: was a Hebrew, and a member of the royal family of Judah.  He was thought to be between 13-15 years old when taken captive into Babylon.  Although he was already well educated, he received three years of education in Babylon along with other young captured Hebrews to serve the Babylonian king.  This training in part was to brainwash them into faithful service to the Babylonian empire.  He however, remained faithful to God.  God blessed him, and through the use of the gifts God had given him, he rose to a high office in the Babylonian and Medo- Persian empires.  He lived in exile for most of his life, at least 85 years.
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 3 other Hebrew boys who were taken captive with Daniel and remained faithful to God.
Jehoiakim: an ungodly king of Judah at the time of the first Babylonian siege.  Son of Josiah, a godly king.
Nebuchadnezzar: King of Babylon at the time of the siege of Judah.
Ashpenaz: prince of the eunuchs. Eunuchs- men who have parts of their genitals removed.  They were to be made servants of the king.
WHAT
Just like the Northern Kingdom was conquered by Assyria in 722 BC because of their sins against God (2 Kings 17:7-23).  Judah the Southern Kingdom is invaded on three different occasions by Babylon: The first invasion took place in 605 BC, took captives to include Daniel back to Babylon; The second invasion took place in 597 BC, took 10,000 back to captivity, all the men of valor, craftsman, smiths. Plundered the temple treasures (2 Kings 20:17). All that was left was the poor and sickly.; The third invasion happened in 586 BC, Jerusalem was destroyed, anybody except the poorest was taken captive, and anything worth looting was looted (2 Kings 24-25).
WHEN
The book of Daniel starts in 605 BC with Nebuchadnezzar invading Judah and appears to end somewhere around the third year of Cyrus, king of Persia, 536 BC. 
WHERE
Babylon: Noah’s son Ham bore a son named Cush, who bore a son named Nimrod.  Nimrod became a mighty one on the earth.  The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  He also went forth into Assyria and built Nineveh. Nimrod’s name in Hebrew means rebel.  The land Shinar has been known by several names, such as Mesopotamia and Chaldea, but most commonly as Babylon. Because of the religious harlotry he began at Babylon, the city is also called the “Mother of Harlots”.  Babylon is also referred to as the cradle of civilization.     
WHY
Because of Israel’s sin.  It goes back to the Mosaic Covenant, which they agreed to.  God said, “If you obey Me, you will be blessed, and I will be your God and you will be my people, but if you disobey Me I hand will be against you”. 2 Kings 25:27:30- This book ends with a seed of David, from the tribe of Judah still on the throne.  A ray of hope in a book of despair.   Israel was in Babylonian captivity for 70 years.  Why 70? Could it have something to do with the unobserved land Sabbaths, and God is collecting?   The last word about the Northern Kingdom is in 2 Kings 17:23 – So Israel was carried away into exile from their own land to Assyria until this day.  The exiles of Israel never returned in mass as did Judah. 
THEME(S)
The theme of the book is God’s sovereignty in contrast to man’s pride.  God has sovereign control over men, nations, and kings.  This book is ultimately a reminder that after the temporary rule of Gentile kings and kingdoms (which God will use to punish disobedient Israel), the Kingdom of God will replace these wicked men and governments and sovereignly reign as the true King of Kings and Lord of Lords in the millennial kingdom.  (2:20-22, 44, 2:28,37, 4:34-35, 6:25-27)
Synopsis of Daniel: The Time of the Gentiles

	The Book of Daniel begins with Gentile conquest, exile, and rule of the Jews during the reign of Jehoiakim around 605 B.C.  While some were allowed to return to Jerusalem after seventy years (9:2), Daniel predicted a long period of Gentile domination over Israel.  This is why many thought that the Messiah would come (69 weeks), but it was also said the Messiah would be cut off and the temple and the city would be destroyed by the people of the Antichrist to come (62 weeks).  Yet, the crux of Daniel is predicting the end of the time of Gentile domination, when the Messiah will return and establish an everlasting kingdom. “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Daniel 2:44). 
Thus through Daniel, God reveals that it is he who establishes kingdoms (5:21) and is bringing history towards the culmination of his everlasting Kingdom (ch. 7).  Daniel praises God for his sovereignty in Daniel 2:20-22.  “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For wisdom and might are His. And changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise And knowledge to those who have understanding. He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, And light dwells with Him.” 
God’s dominion is still exercised during the time of the Gentiles as seen through his humbling of Nebuchadnezzar (ch. 4) and overthrow of Belshazzar (ch. 5) – both for their pride. Even Gentile kings like Nebuchadnezzar bow the knee and praise the Almighty (3:28, 4:34-35).  God even uses Nebuchadnezzar to predict that the Most High’s dominion is everlasting and “His Kingdom is from generation to generation” (4:34). Similarly, the Gentile King Darius wrote after witnessing God’s mighty hand to save Daniel from the lion’s den, wrote: “For He is the living God, And steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed, And His dominion shall endure to the end. He delivers and rescues, And He works signs and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions” (Daniel 6:26-27). 
Daniel declares that four beasts (kingdoms) will precede God’s kingdom (chs. 2,7).  These kingdoms are the Babylonians, Medo-Persians, Greece, and Rome (8:21, 10:20, 11:2).  The Kingdom of God is initiated by a great judgment when the Ancient of Days takes his seat, and books of his court are opened (7:9-10).  During this time the dominion of the beasts are taken away (7:12).  Then One like the Son of Man comes on the clouds of heaven and the Ancient of Days grants him “dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14). Chapter seven also mentions the saints sharing and serving in the Most High's perpetual kingdom (7:18, 27).
Lastly, it seems that even after the time of the Gentiles is over, and the Lord’s kingdom has been inaugurated, that Satan through his beasts/kingdoms will once again come against the Lord/Messiah and the Holy City, only to be defeated (11:45).  Then Michael, the archangel, will have a role in the final judgment when those who belong to the Lord receive everlasting life and those who have rejected him will be condemned with everlasting contempt (12:2).  Daniel asks the time of these fulfillment’s and is told  “that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished” (12:7). 
DANIEL 1
1:1 Judah disciplined - When: 3rd year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah.  605 BC   wait a minute, Jer 46:2 says it was the 4th year.    Actually, the Babylonians don’t count the 1st initial year as a year.  I guess it’s a break in year.  The Judean system of dating does count it.  Nebuchadnezzar at this time is the son of the king of Babylon (Nabopolasar), but is soon to be crowned king. Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem and besieged it (Jeremiah 52), but God will later punish those he is using to punish Israel (Jeremiah 51:17-20)
1:2  Is 42:24  Who gave Jacob up for spoil, and Israel to plunderers? Was it not the LORD, against whom we have sinned, And in whose ways they were not willing to walk, And whose law they did not obey?   God used a pagan king to defeat His own nation.  God allowed the Temple to be plundered, He allowed the some of the Temple treasures to be taken back to Babylon (2 Chron. 36:7, Jeremiah 27:19-20, Daniel 5:2) and to be placed in the temple of the Babylonian Gods.  There chief God was called Bel, who was sometimes called Baal, Marduk, or Merodach.   To conquer another nation’s deities was thought to prove the superiority of the victor’s god.  Shinar - another name for Babylon
1:3  Royal Academy/Eunuchs-men who have parts of their genitals removed.  It is not stated whether Daniel was made a eunuch or not, however beings that Ashpenaz was in charge of the eunuchs and he was in charge of Daniel, one might conclude that he was.  Members of the royal family and nobles were likely to be well educated and useful as servants in the kings court.  They may also being used as a pawn to ensure that the king they left in place in check.
1:4  Royal Family – youths who had no defect – looks, intelligence, discernment, abilities/performance, and who were taught/educated in literature and language (3 years).  These young men by the qualifications they were to posses and the training they were to receive are not going to be used as hard laborers, but the king had other plans for them. Mind control and indoctrination begins with those at a young age.  Hitler had organizations for youth from the ages of 6 – 18 and some of the training was mandatory.
1:5  Royal Diet & Education- Most captives aren’t treated so well (choice food and wine, good education).  The job that they were to do after the three years must have been very important.   
1:6 -7  Importance of Names - If these young men were being indoctrinated/brainwashed they certainly didn’t want to let them keep their Hebrew names which had meanings to them. According to Babylonian custom, people received a new name when their careers changed. Obviously they were to be servants of Babylonian gods.  Notice the Hebrew names reveal the character/attributes/sovereignty and worship of one God.  While the Babylonian names indicate the worship of multiple Gods that can only do one thing. 
	Hebrew Name
	Hebrew Meaning
	Babylonian Name
	Babylonian Meaning

	Daniel
	God is my judge
	Belteshazzar
	Whom Bel favors/Bel protect the King

	Hananiah
	God is gracious
	Shadrach
	Illuminated by Shad/command of Aku (a sun god)

	Mishael
	God is great
	Meshach
	Who is like Shach/who is what Aku is (a love goddess)

	Azariah
	God is my helper
	Abed-Nego
	The servant of Nego (a fire god)


1:8-16 No Defilement - Up to this point Daniel was not doing anything against scripture, but if he consumes this food whether it is unclean (Lev.11, Deut. 14) or food offered up as sacrifices to idols (Babylon patron gods: Marduk, Nebo, & Ishtar)  is not clear, however Daniel knows it is against Gods statutes and he is going to remain faithful to God as well as the other three.  Daniel was not in a position to make demands, but through respect and reason Daniel with God’s help was able to convince Ashpenaz to agree to this ten day trial.  Ashpenaz has absolutely nothing to gain from this and his life to lose if this went bad.  After all it was Nebuchadnezzar who directed what they would eat.  So Ashpenaz was going against what the king had told him to do.  I believe it is because of Daniel’s obedience to God, and God directing Ashpenaz to agree to this. After the ten days Daniel and the other three were compared with the ones eating the kings food, and were found to look better than the ones eating the kings food, thus they were allowed to continue on their diet.
1:17 God gave them…  knowledge and intelligence in every area of literature and wisdom.  God has a purpose for these men.  As long as they are obedient, things will go well for them.  Who can oppose God? Daniel is given a gift to understand dreams and visions.  This is not a self attained education these four young men have but a God given gift.  It is not an ordinary knowledge, but a superior, super extraordinary knowledge and understanding that they have, a knowledge so great in fact that it is far superior that anyone else in the kingdom.
1:18-20  Amazing first impression - The time had come, Nebuchadnezzar himself personally put the four to the test.  None, not even the wisest magicians or astrologers in the kingdom came close to the wisdom and understanding of Daniel and his three friends (10x better).  How could these 4 teens be wiser and have more understanding than anyone else in the kingdom?  It just so happened that these four young men rose to high office positions that they had a influence on how the other Hebrew captives were treated. 
 1:21 Long respectable life - We can estimate from verse 10:1 that Daniel lived to be at least 85.  First year of Cyrus the King (539 B.C.) when he conquered Babylon (Ezra 1:1-2:1)
