Deuteronomy 26: Principles for Giving to the Lord
Principle #1: Set aside the first fruits of all your income to give to the Lord

“TAKE” – first (tyviare reshith: beginning, chief, best) of ALL the produce which you bring in
Genesis 4 – the difference between Cain and Abel’s offering

1 Corinthians 16:2 – “set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income”
Principle #2: Acknowledge that all your wealth/provisions are ultimately from the Lord 
“that the Lord your God gives you” (!t;n" Nathan: to give, put, set)

Genesis 22:14 Jehovah Jireh – YHWH-jireh “The Lord will Provide”
Romans 11:35-36 “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.”

Matthew 6:11, Luke 11:3 “Give us each day our daily bread”
Principle #3: Prepare your gift ahead of time and present it to the Lord in a worthy manner

“PUT” – in a basket (Wf sum or ~yfi sim: to put, place, set)
Exodus 23:15, 34:20, Deuteronomy 16:16 “No one is to appear before me empty-handed.”
3 John 1:4-8 “You will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.”
Principle #4: Give to your local church, the body of believers that represents the Lord

“GO” – (%l;h' halak: to go, come, walk) to the place where the LORD your God chooses to establish His name
“SET IT DOWN” – (x;Wn nuach: to rest) before the altar of the LORD your God
1 Timothy 5:16-18 - assisting widows and supporting elders
Principle #5: Giving should be an act of worship (hx'v' shachah: to bow down)
“SPEAK” – (rm;a' amar: to utter, say) before/to the Lord
Remembering what he has done in the past - wandering Aramean (Gen. 10:22 - ~r'a] Aram:Syria/highland), expansion in Egypt, slavery in Egypt, exodus from Egypt, provision in Canaan
Deuteronomy 26:10 “'Now behold, I have brought the first of the produce of the ground which You, O LORD have given me.'And you shall set it down before the LORD your God, and worship before the LORD your God.”

2 Corinthians 9 “God loves a cheerful giver”
Principle #6: A TENTH (tithe) is a good goal to shoot for biblical standard for giving 
(rfe[]m; maaser or rf;[]m; maasar or hr'f.[;m; maasrah: tenth part, tithe)
(Genesis 14:18-20, Hebrews 7:4, Leviticus 27:30-32, Numbers 18:21-28, Deuteronomy 12:6-17, 14:23-28, 2 Chronicles 31:5-12, Nehemiah 10:37-38, 12:44, 13:5, Ezekiel 45:11-14, Amos 4:4, Malachi 3:8-10)  

Romans 12:8

Principle #7:  Giving should result in REJOICING in that it is used/distributed to help people with needs
(xm;f' samach: rejoice, be glad)
Deuteronomy 26:12  then you shall give it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan and to the widow, that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.

Deuteronomy 26:13  'I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and also have given it to the Levite and the alien, the orphan and the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have commanded me;

Principle #8:No emergencies, special circumstances, or excuses should keep God’s SACRED portion for ourselves
(vd,qo qodesh: apartness, sacredness)
Deuteronomy 26:14   have not eaten of it while mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean, nor offered any of it to the dead. I have listened to the voice of the LORD my God; I have done according to all that You have commanded me.

Principle #9: The Lord does BLESS and provide for the cheerful and faithful giver.
(%r'B' barak: to kneel, bless)
Deuteronomy 26:15  'Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel, and the ground which You have given us, a land flowing with milk and honey, as You swore to our fathers.'
