Deuteronomy 31-32: Witnesses of the Covenant
31:1 End of Moses’ instruction from the Lord about the covenant.  Possibly Joshua pens the conclusion of Deuteronomy (chs 31-34) – mention of Moses in the 3rd person, Moses’ death
31:2 Personal dialogue with the people (Moses is realistic - I’m 120 years old, not able to come and go, Moses takes God at His Word – “You shall not cross this Jordan”)

The F_____________ of Moses - first 40 years in E______________ (Exodus 2:1-15)

The F_____________ of Moses - next 40 years in M______________ (Exodus 2:15-4:19)

The F_____________ of Moses – last 40 years in the W_____________ (Exodus 5- Deuteronomy)

31:3 Reminder to Israel that its ultimate leader has always been the Lord and not Moses “the Lord your God will cross ahead of you…He will destroy” Moses makes clear that God has chosen Joshua to replace Moses as His proxy in terms of human leadership/chain of command/leadership from the front “Joshua is the one who will cross ahead of you”

31:4 Reminder of God’s promise to give them victory over their enemies “just as he did to Sihon and Og (Deut. 2:26-3:11)…He destroyed them.”

31:5 Command to deal with enemies as the Lord prescribed (Deut. 7:2, 12:2, 13:12-18, 20:17)
31:6 Command to be strong, courageous (Deut. 31:6,7,23, Joshua 1:6,7,9,18,10:25, 2 Samuel 10:12, 2 Kings 2:2, 1 Chronicles 19:13, 22:13, 28:20, 2 Chronicles 15:7, 32:7, Psalm 27:14, 31:24), do not be afraid or tremble at them (Deut. 1:29, 7:18, 20:1)

Promise: God goes with you – He will not fail or forsake you (Deut. 20:4, 31:6,8, 23, Joshua 1:5, Hebrews 13:5)

31:7-8 Public inauguration/commission of Joshua pt 2 (pt 1 in Numbers 28:18-23) – Be strong and courageous – why? The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you, he will not fail you or forsake you.

31:9 Preservation of the Law – Moses wrote it down (Deut. 31:24 - those who deny Mosaic authorship deny inerrancy), and gave it to two groups: P__________ & E________(Ex.24/Num.11) Kept in the Ark of the Covenant (Deut. 31:26), also to be preserved on stone monument/altar on Mt. Ebal/Gerazim-Deut. 27:8)
31:10-13 Reading of the Law – every seven years (Sabbatical year – Ex. 23:10-11, Lev. 25:1-7, Deut. 15:1-6)

31:14 God calls Moses and Joshua to the tent of meeting (Moses to die, Joshua to be commissioned)

31:15-22 God predicts Moses death, Israel’s rebellion (play the harlot, forsake me, break my covenant, and God’s wrath (anger kindled, forsake them, hide his face because of evil) that will result in distresses (ra – evil, bad, distress), troubles.

31-23-22 Song of Moses – used as a witness against them - God is faithful (bring them in, milk and honey,  eaten, satisfied, prosperous), but we are unfaithful (trun to others gods, spurn, break the covenant)

31:23 Private inauguration/commission of Joshua by the Lord – repeat commands “be S___________ and C_________________,’ “bring the sons into the land” and  repeat promise “I will be with you”
31:24-26 Writing (Moses) and preservation of the Law (Priests) – written law a witness of the covenant

31:27 Moses as a witness – “I know your rebellion and stubbornness”  

31:28 Elders and officers called to be witnesses /leaders to learn and teach the song
31:29 Moses warns of the future – Israel will act corruptly, evil will befall Isreal in latter days, Israel will do that which is evil, and Israel will provoke the Lord to anger.

Chapter 32:1-43 – Song of Moses

32:1-4 Remember who G_____ is – His name, His greatness, His works, His justice, His faithfulness, His righteousness

32:5-6 Remember who M_____ is – corrupt, defect, perverse, crooked, foolish, unwise
32:7-14 Remember what G_____ has done – created you, gave nations to you, set you apart, set boundaries for you, gave allotment to you, cared for you, guarded you, guided you,  provided for you, 
32:15-18 Remember your own R______________ – Jeshuran (Israel) !Wrvuy> Yeshurun: 'upright one,' poetic name for Israel (Deut. 32:15, 33:5, 33:26, Isaiah 44:2) from rv;y" yashar: to be smooth, straight, or right 
Israel did not do what is right or stay on the straight path, but rebelled, forsook, scorned, made jealous, provoked, neglected, forgot God.
32:19-21 Remember why God will P_________________ you – perversity, unfaithfulness, idolatry
32:22-27 Remember how God will P_________________ you – famine, plague, bitter destruction/sword
32:28-30 Remember who you are w__________ God on your side – lacking counsel, lacking understanding, lacking wisdom, lacking discernment, lacking protection
32:31-35 Remember God will eventually judge your E_____________ – vine of Sodom, fields of Gomorrah, poison, venom, vengeance, retribution, foot will slip, calamity,  – its laid up, stored, sealed (bowl/seal Judgments)
32:36-38 Remember God will R___________________ Israel – vindicate, compassion, rise up, help
32:39-43 Remember who G_____ is – I am He, the only God, the only Judge who puts to death and gives life, wounder/healer/deliverer, the all-powerful (hand to heaven), the eternal (I live forever), the dispenser of justice, vengeance, retribution (arrows, sword, captives), and the avenger of his people, and the atonement.
