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Introduction: Gossip is the Devil’s Speech (dia,boloj diabolos: slanderous, accusing falsely (Revelation 12:10, Job 1:8-11)  Definitions of slander and gossip,  Poem: "Nobody’s Friend”
THE O.T.Words for Gossip and Slander
A. Backbiter      
1. Ragal - "One who goes about maliciously as a slanderer, one who speaks maliciously about  
                   another.“ (Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament). Psalm 15:1-3      
2.Sether - "A secret slanderer, or hidden gossip, one of a sly tongue."  Proverbs 25:23   
B. Slanderer      
         1. Dibbah - "Whispering, defamation, evil report, to spread a rumor, to slander." Prov. 10:18      
         2. Lashan - "To use the tongue boldly (in an evil sense); hence, to slander, to backbite." Psalm 101:5   
C. Talebearer      
         1. Nirgan - "Wrong speech (evil secret) hence; a whisperer, a backbiter, a gossiper."  Prov. 18:8      
         2. Rakil - "A slanderer, defamer, detractor." Lev. 19:16; Prov. 11:13; 20:19
D. Whisperer      
         1. The Hebrew word "Nirgan" which means "a backbiter, a talebearer, a gossiper." Proverbs 16:28      
         2. Thus, in the King James Version there are four English words translated from six Hebrew words.

10 Principles about gossip and slander from the Old Testament:

I. The unrighteous is identified by their hateful speech (gossip either starts with hate or results in hate)

Leviticus 19:16-18  lykir' rakil: slander, talebearer

II. The righteous are identified by their pure speech (one of the ways they fear the Lord)

Psalm 15:1-5  lg"r' ragal: to go about on foot

III. Some of the greatest hurt/pain in life is inflicted by evil tone/words

Psalm 31:11-18  hB'DI dibbah: whispering, defamation, evil report

IV. Gossip is hard to stop – once it gets going it has a life of its own

Psalm 35:11-28  [r'q' qara: to tear

V. We often hurt the greatest, the people we lost the most (family)

Psalm 50:16-23  rb;D' dabar : to speak (against) 

VI. We are to not be close friends with gossipers – be holy (separate)

Psalm 101:4-8  !v;l' lashan: to use the tongue, slander

VII. Remember that the Lord is a perfect judge and that perfect justice is coming – evil men with evil mouths will be judged

Psalm 140:8-13  vyai ish !Avl' lashon “Man of tongue”

VIII.  Gossip/Slander, Course language, and cursing are all indicative and fitting for a fool

Proverbs 10:18-20   hB'DI dibbah: whispering, defamation, evil report

IX. Gossiping is the biggest way to endanger or ruin your friendships

Proverbs 16:28   !g"r' ragan: to murmur, whisper  (Proverbs 17:9)

X. Resolve to have nothing to do with gossip or slander – speak up against it
Proverbs 20:19 lykir' rakil: slander

Proverbs 30:7-14  !v;l' lashan: to use the tongue, slander

Conclusion: Abort gossip-bound conversations by affirming the person being slandered.
  
After three years of research, Indiana University Sociologist Donna Eder identified an important dynamic involved in gossip.  Eder discovered that the initial negative statement was not the starting point for gossip.  The critical turning point was found in the response to the initial negative statement.  “She’s a real snob” is not the start of gossip.  It’s when someone else agrees that the gossip fest begins.  Eder found that the key is whether or not a negative statement is “seconded.”  If a second is provided, gossip ensures.  If not, the conversation changes direction.  “No one ever challenged an evaluation that had been seconded.  Conversely, no matter how cutting the opening remark, an immediate quibble from a listener could send talk into a less critical direction.”  The moral, you can abort gossip-bound conversations by quickly affirming the person being targeted for negative comments.” (McHenry’s Quips, Quotes, and other Notes – p. 117)

Closing Story: There’s a parable on gossip which illustrates the irreparable damage that it causes to individuals and the church. It goes like this: A young man spread a rumor that later proved to be misleading about an elderly preacher. The rumor split the church and created a scandal. The young man later apologized and asked what he could do to atone for his wrong. The preacher took a feather pillow under his arm and escorted the boy to the top of the church tower. The wind tugged at their hair and flapped at their clothing as they looked at the village and the fields below. The preacher handed the young man the pillow and said, “Rip it open.” The boy was perplexed, but he did as he was told. Instantly the wind seized the feathers, tossing them in flurries about their heads, then spread far and wide as thousands of feathers began falling beyond the village settling on sidewalks, in hedges, streams, trees, and among deep grass. “Now,” said the preacher, “go and collect all the feathers and put them back in the pillow.” “All of them?” “All of them!” “But that’s impossible,” said the young man. Placing his hand on the boy’s shoulder, the preacher said kindly, “I know. I wanted you to realize how impossible it is to retrieve a rumor once it is made.” Yes, gossip causes irreparable damage.
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