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New Testament Passages concerning gossip and slander
I. Introduction – Moody Church News (Our Daily Bread, June 23, 1994) 
   Scripture Reading: Colossians 3:8-10, 4:5-6   
   Illustration: Gossip is distinguished from sharing information in two ways:
1. Intent. Gossipers often have the goal of building themselves up by making others look bad and exalting themselves as some kind of repositories of knowledge.
2. The type of information shared. Gossipers speak of the faults and failings of others, or reveal potentially embarrassing or shameful details regarding the lives of others without their knowledge or approval. Even if they mean no harm, it is still gossip.

II. New Testament words for gossip/slander:
A. Whisperer      1. psithurismos (psithurismos) - "Lit., to speak into one's ear (in an evil sense); hence, secret slander, backbiting."  (Thayer's and Vine's Lexicons). Used only in 2 Cor. 12:20; Rom. 1:29-30   
B. Backbite      1. katalalos (katalalos) - "To slander, to speak evil of, to backbite; synonymous to whisperer, only more open." Again, used only in 2 Cor. 12:20; Rom. 1:29-30.   
C. Busybody      1. periergazomia (periergazomia) - "Lit., to be working round about, instead of at one's own business (peri, "around," ergazomia "working"); signifies, to take more pains than enough about a thing, to waste one's labor, to be meddling with or bustling about other people's matters." 2 Thess. 3:11; 1 Tim. 5:11-15   
D. Meddler      1. allotrioepiskapos (allotrioepiskapos) - "Lit., another's overseer; an overseer of the business belonging to another, a busybody." 1 Pet. 4:15 - "Meddler in other men's matters" all from this one word.   
E. Prating      1. phluareo (phluareo) - "To bring unjustified charges against, malicious gossip, unfounded rumors." 3 John 10   
F. Tattler      1. phluaros (phluaros) - "The adjective of phluareo (prating), and means: to prat against another; to raise false accusations; to gossip about another."  1 Tim. 5:13 

III. New Testament Passages on gossip/slander - 12 Biblical principles about gossip and slander that should warn us against the folly of sinning with our mouths so that we struggle well daily to think, speak, and act like Jesus Christ:

1. Sinful speech is a major part/reason for God’s just condemnation/wrath against sinful men 
Matthew 15:18-20  blasfhmi,a blasphemia – slander, evil speaking, abusive language, to revile, to speak lightly or profanely of sacred things

2. Gossip/slander are characteristic/identifiers of unbelievers
Romans 1:28-31   yiquristh,j psithuristes: a whisperer
kata,laloj katalalos: a defamer, kata – against, laleo “to talk = “to talk against”

3. We should respond and react to others evil speech the way Jesus did
1 Corinthians 4:11-13  Conciliate - parakale,w parakaleo: to call to or for, to exhort, to encourage

4. Gossip and slander must be repented of and reconciliation sought after
2 Corinthians 12:19-21  dusfhme,w dusphemeo: to use evil words, to speak ill of
yiqurismo,j psithurismos: a whispering

5.  Gossip and slander must be continually guarded against and put off/thrown off
Ephesians 4:31-32  blasfhmi,a blasphemia: slander
Colossians 3:8-10   blasfhmi,a blasphemia: slander

6. Saturation with Scripture/truth is one sure way to have increasing victory with our speech
1 Peter 2:1-3  katalalia, katalalia: evil-speaking

7. Women are especially prone/tempted to gossip and need to guard against their natural/fleshly instinct/desire
1 Timothy 3:11 dia,boloj diabolos: slanderous, accusing falsely
 1 Timothy 5:13 flu,aroj phluaros: babbling
Titus 2:3 dia,boloj diabolos: slanderous, accusing falsely

Illustration: Questions to ask ourselves to avoid gossip when talking about others:
1. Will I help or hurt the person's character by repeating this information?      
2. Would it be better left untold, even if true?      
3. Will anyone be edified if I repeat this information?  (Prov. 11:13)      
4. What is my motive for telling it?      
5. Am I really seeking to build or destroy, to hurt or heal?      
6. Will I cause unnecessary suspicion to surround the person by repeating the information? (Psalm 101:5; If so, I become guilty. An old saying: "You can never build yourself up by tearing others down.")      
7. Is the information true? Is there any basis for it? Is it rumor or innuendo?      
8. Will anyone be made better by telling it?      
9. Is the information about something which has been repented of and stopped? (If so, it should be left alone.)      
10. Will I help the one who is spreading the rumors by receiving what he is telling? (Prov. 26:23)
11. Do I want to be an accessory in the commission of a sin against another by receiving information which I should not be privy to?                      
      (1 Tim. 5:22, remember, "There are always two sides to every controversy.")      
12. Will I feel better towards the one being talked about by hearing the things being spread by a gossiper?      
13. Am I assisting in strengthening the character of one whom I allow to gossip about others?      
14. Can I, in good conscience, say that I am a friend of one from whom I receive information about the wrong doing of another?      
15. When I hear about the wrong doing of another, am I not obligated to go to that person? (Matt. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1).      
16. Do not I do much evil by, instead of going to that person, beginning to mention his wrong doing to others?      
17. Am I not responsible for the unfaithfulness of others when they have been hardened through my spreading unfounded charges about them, or 
      by listening to others who do it?      
18. How many people have left active service to Christ because of unfounded charges and allegations made and received by others? (Prov. 18:19)

8. Gossip and slander will only get worse during the End Times
2 Timothy 3:2-5  dia,boloj diabolos: slanderous, accusing falsely

9. Don’t be surprised when unbelievers slander and gossip about you – their father is the father of lies, the accuser/slander (diabolos) 
1 Peter 2:12  katalale,w katalaleo: to speak evil of

10. It is possible not to gossip and slander because Jesus set for us an example for us to follow and enables us through the power of the Holy Spirit
1 Peter 2:21-24 
 
11. While it is possible not to sin with our speech – it is extremely hard and daily challenge/fight.  Struggle well with God’s power as the hardest thing in the Christian life is to not justify your sin based on others sin and to not sin in response to others sin
1 Peter 3:8-9  
 
12.  Remember we are here to reach unbelievers with the gospel – that is our mission – therefore don’t ever talk in a way that could hinder our gospel message/testimony for Jesus Christ. 
1 Peter 3:10-16   katalale,w katalaleo: to speak evil of

IV. Summary: Gossip is Satan’s tool of destruction – especially in the church
What motivates a child of God to gossip?
· Some people find it enjoyable to learn about and discuss the faults of others: 
· Some people have a critical heart, so critical words proceed from a critical heart: 
· Some people pride themselves on being good judges of character: 
· Some people, feeling intimidated by those who are more righteous than they are, gossip because of feelings of guilt for their own sins: 
· Some people gossip because of the attention they get for creating a sensation: 
· Some people gossip because they’re lured into it by listening to the gossip of others: 

V. Conclusion/Application: 
1. Don’t listen to gossip. 
2. Examine ourselves and confess our sins of evil speech to God and those we have sinned against. 
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