[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus’ Prophesy of His 2nd Coming
Matthew 24 (Mk 13 &Lk 21)

Outline: Jesus prophesied/predicted 5 Things and gave 7 Illustrations in Matthew 24 -25
Destruction of the Temple – 70 A.D. (Matthew 24:1-2)
Not one stone shall be left upon another (24:2)
Birth Pains (Matthew 24:3-8)
Deception/Misleading – Saying “I am the Christ”  (24:4)
Wars and Rumors of Wars (24:6), Nation rising against Nation, Kingdom against Kingdom (24:7)
Famines and Earthquakes (24:7)
--------- (End of Church Age/Rapture) -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tribulation (Matthew 24:9-14)
Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:15-26)
Day of the Lord/start of Millennial Kingdom  (Matthew 24:27- 31)
Fig Tree Illustration (Matthew 24:32-36)
Noah Illustration (Matthew 24:35-37-42)
Owner and Thief Illustration (Matthew 24:43-44)
Master and Slave Illustration (Matthew 24:45-51)
Ten Virgins Illustration (Matthew 25:1-13)
Talents Illustration (Matthew 25:14-30)
Sheep and the Goats Illustration (Matthew 25:31-46)

Matthew 24 and 25, (also known as the Olivet Discourse) is the sermon given on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, overlooking the Temple Mount. It is a sermon given by Jesus to His disciples, and is in response to two questions asked of by his disciples.  It is the longest answer to a question in all of the New Testament.  It is brought on in the previous chapter when Jesus is condemning the Pharisees for their hypocrisy.  In verse 37 through 39 of Mt 23, Jesus says "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.  "Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!  "For I say to you, from now on you shall not see Me until you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!'"    According to Lk 19:11 the disciples thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately, and rightfully so. The OT prophets didn’t teach a second coming, a gap of several thousand years between Jesus’ death and Him coming in His glory to establish His kingdom.   Isaiah 61 is a good example of this, however, if you look at Lk 4:18-19 Jesus quoted from Is 61 but stopped in the middle of verse two and said that today this has been fulfilled.  Why didn’t He say that all of Is 61 has been fulfilled?  Because that will happen at the 2nd coming.  Even John the Baptist and Jesus said repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  The disciples were looking to the very near future for Christ to usher in His kingdom, to put an end to the Roman rule over them and to fulfill all the unfilled promises that God had made to them (See Zechariah 9:9-10 and the gap between verse 9 and verse 10).  In short, Jesus tells them it is not yet that time.
The Temple to be Destroyed
24:1 - Jesus’ disciples are pointing out to Jesus how spectacular and wonderful the temple was.  It was made with huge stones cut to fit, some of them 12 ft x 12ft x 45 ft long, weighing as much as a 100 tons.  The Temple was restored under Zerubabel during the post-exilic time of Ezra and Nehemiah (was adorned with gold and ornaments and took forty-six years to complete - John 2:20).  How could such a place be made desolate?  24:2 - Jesus’ statement comes true in AD 70 when the Romans totally destroyed the temple.  (Dan 9:26, Lk 19:43-44)
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A model of Herod’s Temple in Jerusalem. Begun in 19 B.C., the entire complex was not completed until A.D. 64, long after Herod’s death.
Herod’s Temple (Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary).
King Herod, an Idumean, sought to appease his Jewish subjects by constructing an enormous, ornate, cream-colored Temple of stone and gold that began in 19 B.C. The main building was finished by 9 B.C., but the entire structure was not completed until A.D. 64. The Romans destroyed it in A.D. 70. The gold and white stone shone so brightly in the sun that it was difficult to look directly at the Temple.
The Temple building occupied an area that measured about 446 meters (490 yards) from north to south and 296 meters (325 yards) from east to west. The entire Temple complex was enclosed by a massive stone wall, the southeast corner of which stood about 45 meters (50 yards) above the floor of the Kidron ravine. The parapet above this corner may have been the “pinnacle of the temple” referred to in the gospels (Matt. 4:5). There was one gate in the north wall, one in the east wall, two in the south wall, and four in the west wall facing the city.
The Fortress of Antonia, the Jerusalem residence of the Roman procurators, stood at the northwest corner of the complex. The fortress housed a Roman garrison (Acts 21:31) and, as a symbol of submission, the robes of the High Priest.
Double porticos, 30 cubits wide and supported by shining marble columns 25 cubits high, were constructed along the inside of the main walls, surrounding the outer court of the Temple, the Court of the Gentiles. Including the Tower of Antonia, these porticos were about 11,800 meters (3,600 feet) in circumference. The Royal Porch, along the south wall, had four rows of columns. Solomon’s Porch, located along the east wall, had two rows of columns (John 10:23; Acts 3:11; 5:12). This was the place where the scribes had their debates (Mark 11:27; Luke 2:46; 19:47) and where the merchants and moneychangers transacted business (Luke 19:45–46; John 2:14–16).
Inside of and slightly higher than the outer court (the Court of the Gentiles) was a smaller enclosure surrounded by a balustrade three cubits high. This enclosure was posted with recurring notices in Greek and Latin that any Gentile who entered the inner area was subject to death. After passing through one of several openings in the balustrade, 14 steps led up to the inner area, which was surrounded by a wall 25 cubits high. This wall was separated from the steps by a terrace 10 cubits wide. Flights of five steps led from the terrace to eight gates in the wall, four on the north and four on the south side.
The inner area of Herod’s Temple contained three courts. The easternmost court was the Court of Women, and it contained the Temple treasury where people donated their money (Mark 12:41–44). Three gates led into this court, one on the north, one on the south, and a third on the east. This third gate was probably the “Beautiful Gate” (Acts 3:2, 10). A fourth, larger, more massive and ornate gate led from the Court of the Women west into the Court of Israel (for male Jews), which was elevated 15 steps above the Court of the Women.
Inside the Court of Israel was the innermost court, the Court of the Priests. During the Feast of Tabernacles, men could enter the Priest’s Court to walk around the altar. The Court of the Priests immediately surrounds the Temple building itself (the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies) and the altar of burnt offering.
The layout of Herod’s Temple was patterned after Solomon’s. The two-story temple building was in the shape of a “T.” The porch of the building (the cross member of the “T”) was a vestibule 100 cubits long and 100 cubits high, with an opening 70 cubits high and 25 cubits wide. In front of the porch at the foot of the steps, surrounded by a cubit-high stone barrier, was the altar of burnt offering (15 cubits high and 50 cubits square). At the back of the vestibule were the main double doors (16 cubits wide and 55 cubits high) that led into the Holy Place.
The Holy Place was 40 cubits long, 20 cubits wide, and 60 cubits high. It contained the table of showbread, the seven-branched lampstand, and the altar of incense. The Holy Place was divided from the Holy of Holies by a curtain that stretched from floor to ceiling (Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38; 2 Cor. 3:14). The Holy of Holies was 20 cubits by 20 cubits by 60 cubits high. It contained no furniture. The temple was surrounded on the north, south, and west sides by three stories of rooms that rose 60 cubits.
Temple in the New Testament. The New Testament uses two words for Temple. One of these words refers to the collection of buildings that made up the Temple in Jerusalem, while the other usually refers to the sanctuary of the Temple.
Jesus related to the Temple in four distinct ways. First, as a pious Jew who was zealous for the Lord, Jesus showed respect for the Temple. He referred to it as “the house of God” (Matt. 12:4) and “My Father’s house” (John 2:16). He taught that everything in it was holy because of the sanctifying presence of God (Matt. 23:17, 21).
Second, Jesus’ zeal led Him to purge the Temple of the moneychangers (Mark 11:15–17; John 2:16) and to weep over it as He reflected on its coming destruction (Mark 13:1; Luke 19:41–44). Because Malachi 3:1 prophesied the cleansing of the Temple as something the Lord and His Messenger would do, Jesus’ act implied His deity and messiahship. Consequently, the hard-hearted scribes and chief priests “sought how they might destroy Him” (Mark 11:18; Luke 19:47).
Third, because He was the Son of God incarnate, Jesus taught that He was greater than the Temple (Matt. 12:6). Jesus’ teaching that if the temple of His body was destroyed in three days He would raise it up (John 2:19) likewise affirms His superiority to the Temple building. That saying of Jesus may have provided the basis for the claim of the two false witnesses at His trial who stated that Jesus said, “I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days” (Matt. 26:60–61; 27:40; Mark 14:57–58; 15:29).
Finally, Jesus taught that the church (Matt. 16:18) is the new, eschatological temple (Matt. 18:19–20; John 14:23).
At Jesus’ death, the curtain of the Temple was torn from top to bottom (Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45). By His death, Jesus opened a new way into the presence of God. A new order replaced the old. No longer was the Temple in Jerusalem to be the place where people worshiped God. From now on they would worship Him “in spirit and truth” (John 4:21–24).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Nelson's new illustrated Bible dictionary. 1995 (R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison & Thomas Nelson Publishers, Ed.). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc.] 


The Two Questions
24:3 - When will these things happen, and what will be the sign of your second coming?  What things are the disciples talking about?  Go to Mt 23:38-39 for the answer.  The things the disciples are asking about are found in Mt 23:38-39   "Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!   "For I say to you, from now on you shall not see Me until you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!'" (Psalm 118:26)
The First Jewish Revolt and Roman Military Tactics
“His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said to them … ‘Not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.’ … The disciples came to Him privately saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things be?’” (Matthew 24:1–3 NKJV)
The answer to the question was, of course, near the end of the First Jewish Revolt, in A.D. 70. At that time the Romans demolished the temple completely. The fact that the exterior western wall or Wailing Wall still stands to a considerable height does not prove the prediction false. As a matter of fact, the temple itself completely disappeared.
 
Causes of the Revolt
Religious nationalism—their view of a religious community—stood at the root of Jewish opposition to Rome. That is, they considered national loyalty and devotion to their religion identical. The Jews hated Romans not just as foreign occupation forces but as Gentiles whose rule over the people of God was a sacrilege. Compound-ing the problem was the fact that Roman procurators or prefects (governors) of the first century were generally inept or tactless and/or offended Jewish sensitivities.
The emperors also sometimes brought on Jewish hatred or resistance. A particularly galling imperial action was Caligula’s order in A.D. 40 that a statue of the divine Caligula be set up in the temple in Jerusalem. Roman officials in Palestine and Syria knew that such an action would bring on armed conflict and tried to delay or block the action. When Caligula was murdered on January 24, A.D. 41 the order became a dead issue, but the animosity lingered.
Then there was an economic issue. The severe pressure of taxation made agriculture unprofitable and drove many farmers to the hills, where they became brigands. Unfortunately, many of the peasants fell into the hands of moneylenders and were squeezed out of their holdings. Severe famines in the decades before the revolt compounded the situation. An indication of the frustration and suffering of the lower classes is the fact that one of the first actions of the revolutionaries was to burn down the record office where mortgages and deeds were kept.
It is not crystal clear from Josephus (Wars of the Jews) or other sources exactly what touched off open warfare. But one of the sparks was a Roman decision that Jews were not entitled to citizenship in Caesarea, the capital of the province, and a subsequent riot there in 66 between Jews and their neighbors over the synagogue and Jewish efforts to buy adjacent property. About the same time the Roman prefect or procurator Florus stole seventeen talents from the temple treasury, for what reason is not clear, possibly to make up arrears in tribute. In any case, his action stirred up violent demonstrations against the procurator.
 
Course of the Conflict
As violence broke out, the Sanhedrin and then Agrippa II, king of Chalcis, made efforts to calm the storm. They were only temporarily successful. Soon, by a ruse, the rebels took Masada and massacred the Roman garrison there. Likewise, they overwhelmed Roman forces in Jerusalem and slaughtered them. Meanwhile, disorders spread to other cities of Palestine, with Jews or Romans and their supporters gaining the upper hand here or there. Whichever side had temporary supremacy was guilty of massacre, destruction, and plunder.
The Romans had to bring order out of chaos. Cestius Gallus, the legate of Syria, collected a force at Antioch. His legionnaires, forces sent by small allied kingdoms of Syria, and volunteers from many of the cities the army passed through, totaled 33,000. He quickly restored order in Galilee, marched along the coast through Caesarea, seized Joppa, and advanced on Jerusalem. He hoped that a show of force would bring a quick surrender. The rebels abandoned the Upper City without a fight and hunkered down in the Lower City and the temple area. The Roman army launched an attack on the Lower City for five days, without success. An attack on the north wall of the temple also proved unsuccessful.
At this point Gallus decided to retreat. He was not in a position to launch a regular siege. He had not pacified the countryside but depended on a show of strength with the hope of demoralizing the Jewish rebels. Thus during the coming winter (it was now November) he ran the risk of being cut off without adequate provisions. There are also indications that some of his legionary forces were not completely reliable. Fully half of his army consisted of inadequately trained or disciplined troops.
As Gallus retreated in orderly fashion, the Jewish rebels with their guerrilla tactics turned it into a rout. They were able to take vast amounts of plunder, including equipment that they later turned against the Romans to kill 5,780 men, to vastly improve their morale by a significant victory over Roman forces, and to improve greatly their recruitment capability. This is the only example we have of a defeat of Roman regular forces by the population of an established province. So great was the Roman defeat that when the next Roman army advanced into Judea, it had to recapture the province city by city.
In A.D. 67 Nero appointed Flavius Vespasianus (Vespasian) commander of forces to subdue the Jews. He had three legions under his command, as well as a force of some 15,000 auxiliaries recruited largely from Syria, and about 18,000 archers and cavalry units contributed by four dependent kings of the general area of Palestine and Syria, for a total army of some 50,000.
In the course of A.D. 67 Vespasian reconquered Galilee. One of the towns taken was Jotapata, after a siege of forty-seven days. This town (located midway between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean) is interesting because the Jewish commander there was Josephus. When Josephus was taken prisoner he predicted Vespasian’s elevation to the imperial office. From this event he ultimately enjoyed imperial patronage and became the great Jewish historian. His Wars of the Jews provides us with the primary source for events of the period. Josephus tells us that the Romans surrounded the city with 160 engines for throwing stones and darts, including flaming missiles. The catapults lobbed stones weighing 100 pounds on the defenders of the city.
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The Arch of Titus in Rome, memorializing the victory of Titus over the Jewish rebellion in A.D. 70. 

Panel on the Arch of Titus, showing Romans carrying the lampstand and the silver trumpets from the temple in Jerusalem after the destruction of the city
In A.D. 68 Roman forces reconquered Perea and all Judea, except Jerusalem. Then came news that Nero had committed suicide on June 9. Vespasian, unsure of his orders, suspended operations to engage in imperial politics. He watched and waited as Galba succeeded Nero, then Otho replaced Galba, and Vitellius took the throne in 69. The Jews had respite for about a year. When Vespasian took the field again in 69, he soon halted attacks for a second year. This time he was busy trying to secure the imperial office. Army after army in various provinces hailed him as emperor.
Jewish respite, as before, did not result in effective preparation for Roman attack but in struggle between factions in Jerusalem. The upper class of wealthy landowners and Sadducees did well with the system and were generally loyal to Rome. Another class in society consisted of impoverished peasants ground down by the system. Pharisees were strongly nationalistic and anti-Roman, while Zealots wanted to liberate Judea by force.
Finally in A.D. 70, Vespasian’s son Titus took his father’s command and reduced the city of Jerusalem to rubble in a five-month siege, from April to September. It took roughly one-seventh of the whole imperial army to accomplish the task. Jerusalem’s population, greatly increased through the influx of refugees, suffered terribly but resisted bravely, fighting for every inch. And when Titus finally defeated the Jews, he occupied only a field of ruins.
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The mountaintop fortress of Masada 

The Roman army completely surrounded Jerusalem and cut off the city from all supplies of food and armament. They built great towers seventy-five feet high to stand higher than the walls and knock defenders off them. With catapults and battering rams they breached the three walls, one by one. With flaming projectiles they set fires within the city. The temple was burnt down in the siege, probably not by accident but on orders of Titus.
In the summer of 71 Vespasian and Titus celebrated a great triumph in Rome (Rome’s version of a ticker tape parade), the only triumph ever to celebrate the subjugation of an existing province. Vespasian, Titus, the victorious army, plunder from Judea, and thousands of Jewish captives paraded through the city. The Arch of Titus was erected at the east end of the Forum in Rome to commemorate the victory. A badly eroding panel still portrays the silver trumpets, the seven-branched lampstand, and the table of Shewbread (or the Presence), taken as spoil from the temple. 
Josephus tells us that 1,100,000 perished during the siege, and 97,000 captives were carried off to work in mines, to engage in wild beast hunts and gladiatorial contests for the entertainment of the populace in numerous provinces of the empire, and to perform a variety of tasks. The Romans permanently stationed the Tenth Legion on the site of Jerusalem. They abolished the Sanhedrin and banned Jewish proselytism. The half shekel tax previously paid to the temple in Jerusalem was now to be given to the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus in Rome. On the plus side, those born in Judaism were still exempted from Caesar worship throughout the empire.
After the fall of Jerusalem, fortresses at Herodion and Machaerus were soon taken. But Masada held out until 73. There, in the wilderness, because of the preservative nature of the climate, one can still see remains of the encircling wall that the Roman army built to cut off the defenders from all outside contact, the eight army camps the Romans established there, and the high ramp on which the Romans mounted their artillery to breach the walls and to lob projectiles into the fortifications of the defenders. Masada withstood a final siege of six months, though surrounded by a Roman wall and attacked by 7,000 legionnaires and auxiliaries under the command of Flavius Silva. The valor of the defenders and their ultimate decision to burn their houses and commit suicide is a story well told by Josephus and confirmed and elaborated by the excavations of Yigael Yadin. Two women and five children survived the holocaust.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Vos, H. F. (1999). Nelson's new illustrated Bible manners & customs : How the people of the Bible really lived (435–440). Nashville, Tenn.: T. Nelson Publishers.] 


The Tribulation
 24:5-31 - Jesus answers their questions in reverse order.  First, He tells them what signs to look for.  Notice the seal judgments in Revelation for each of these signs.  God is in control.
False prophets and antichrists, deceiving many.  Some will even be able to perform great signs and miracles, but do not be fooled.  Just as lightening comes from the east and flashes even to the west.  Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.  These parables indicate that Christ’s 2nd coming will be known by all.  You will not need someone to tell you, you will know it.  Just as you can see lighten and vultures circling from far off.  Mt 24:30-31 says, “ And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds(Dan 7:13)of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other”.  
1st Seal Judgment - One who sits on a white horse with a bow but no arrows.  The Antichrist, posing as Christ, promises peace, but goes out to conquer.  

Wars and rumor of wars (nation against nation and kingdoms against kingdoms).          2nd Seal Judgment – One who rode on a red horse, it was granted to him to take peace from the earth, and men would slay one another, and a great sword was given to him.

 Famines.  3rd Seal Judgment – One who sits on a black horse with a pair of scales in his hand.  And a voice said 1 quart of wheat for one denarius,  3quarts of barley for 1 denarius, and do not damage the oil and the wine.  One denarius was one days wage.  One quart of wheat was a daily supply of food for a family. Three quarts of barley would feed a few animals.  Oil and wine once common will become scarce.  What this means is that food and oil, wine are going to be scarce and in such high demand that all your wages are going to go towards food alone.  4th Seal Judgment – One who sits on a Ashen horse, authority was given to him to kill a fourth of the earth with sword, famine, and pestilence.

Abomination of Desolation/Persecution of the believers (Dan 11:31-35).  Anyone who has put their faith in God must make haste to escape Jerusalem, 1) to escape persecution, 2) to escape the wrath of God that will be poured out.    5th Seal Judgment - underneath the altar the souls of those who have been slain for Christ’s name cried out and said how much longer before you avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth.  They were told not until their brethren who have not yet been killed is completed.

Earthquakes, the sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars will fall from the sky.     6th Seal Judgment – There was a great earthquake and the sun became black, and the whole moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth.
Since the time Christ said these words until now we have seen many of these things happen- some many times.  Does that mean it has already started?  No, there are other key verses that will give us a better understanding.  This is how Jesus answers the 2nd question, “When will be your 2nd coming?”
In verse 8 He says these signs are the beginning of birth pangs.  Just as birth pains happen at the end of pregnancy, these signs will indicate the end times. When they start they will be spaced apart and less intense, but will get closer and more intense in time.  
Mt 24:14 says “This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come”.   Not all peoples have God’s word printed in their tongue yet.   Revelation 14:6 says, “and I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe, and tongue, and people; and he said with a loud voice, Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour has come, worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of water”.
Mt 24:30-31 says, “ And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds(Dan 7:13)of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other”.  
Mt 24:32-35 (The parable of the fig tree) says,  "Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near;  even so you too, when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door.  "Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.  "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.   This means that all of these things will happen in a short amount of time (7 years), the generation of people who see it start will still be around to see the end.
Application
Mt 24:36 tells us “but of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone”.  But He gives us enough information (signs), to know when it is happening.  We are to be ready, and tell others so they can be ready. 
Matthew 25 – Illustrations that teach us about Christ’s Millennial Kingdom

Intro: The Kingdom of Heaven (Millennial Kingdom is comparable to (3 illustrations of the Kingdom in Chapter 25):
1. Ten Virgins Illustration (Matthew 25:1-13)
2. Talents Illustration (Matthew 25:14-30)
3. Sheep and the Goats Illustration (Matthew 25:31-46)

I. What do we learn from the 10 Virgins Illustrations? (Matthew 25:1-13)

1. Believers vs Unbelievers.  Some are foolish (mwro,j moros: dull, stupid, foolish) and some are prudent fro,nimoj phronimos: practically wise, sensible). The distinction is obviously liken to the believer and the unbeliever.  The unbeliever/foolish are took no oil with them (gave no thought of eternity and made no preparation of their souls to enter the Kingdom – repentance and faith).  The believer/prudent are prepared (took oil in flasks for their lamps) and are waiting for the bridegroom (their hope is in God and heaven).

2. Christ 2nd Coming/Kingdom is a long time in coming.  The Bridgegroom (Christ) is delaying (croni,zw chronizo: to spend or take time, delay) – Christ here predicts and tells us that his return is not coming for a long/delayed time. 

3. Christ comes at an unexpected time.  The Bridegroom comes at midnight – a time when people are drowsy/sleeping (in that they do not expect His return).  

4. There are no second chances.  Those who are unprepared try to enter the Kingdom based on the work of others (prepared ones/Christians) but that fails.  They try to prepare themselves at the last minute (going to buy oil in the middle of the night), but it is too late.   The door to the Kingdom is shut and the unprepared virgins (unbelievers) plead to the Lord for a second chance (open the door for us).  But the Lord answers eerily and similarly to Matthew 7:22-23 – “I do not know you.” 

5. Christ calls his followers then (as the moral of the story) to be alert – because no man knows the day nor the hour (Harold Camping).  Matthew 24:36, 42, Mark 13:32

Why did Christ use an illustration of Ten Virgins in the context of a wedding?
Scripture references weddings to picture the love God has for His people Israel and the relationship that Christ as the bridegroom has towards his bride the church.  Understanding ancient Jewish wedding practices makes the meaning of Scripture clear. The wedding is a picture of the covenant Jesus made and reveals His plans to return for His bride, the church. The people of ancient Israel understood what Jesus was going to do because they understood the model of the wedding. The analogy between a wedding and Christ and the Church is described in Ephesians 5:31-32, "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a profound mystery -- but I am talking about Christ and the church." The following overviews the practices of an ancient Jewish betrothal and wedding. In parallel, it shows how Jesus has fulfilled the betrothal portion of the wedding and how He may fulfill the remainder when He comes again for His bride, the church.  The different aspects of the Jewish wedding (1. Marriage Covenant and Bride Price, 2. The Cup, 3. Gifts for the Bride 4. Mikveh (Baptism of the Bride) 5. Preparing a Place 6. A Waiting Bride Consecrated 7. Bridegroom Comes for His Bride 8. Seven Days in the Wedding Chamber 9. Marriage Supper, and 10. Depart for Home) are explained well at www.breadoflifebiblestudy.com/Lessons/.../Articles/covenants12.pdf 

In Matthew 25 – The Kingdom of God is liked to 10 Virgins waiting for the Bridegroom (A Waiting Bride Consecrated)
While the bridegroom was preparing the wedding chamber, the bride was considered to be consecrated, set apart or "bought with a price". If she went out, she would wear a veil so others would know she was betrothed. During this time she prepared herself for the marriage. She likely had saved money all her life for this time. She would purchase expensive cosmetics and learn to apply them to make herself more beautiful for the bridegroom. She wouldn't know when her groom would come for her, so she always had to be ready. Since bridegrooms typically came for their brides in the middle of the night, to "steal them away"(the groom would often come like a thief in the night, often around the midnight hour), the bride would have to have her lamp and her belongings ready at all times. Her sisters or bridesmaids would also be waiting, keeping their lamps trimmed in anticipation of the late night festivities.

We, God's people, are now consecrated, or set apart, waiting for the return of our bridegroom at The Rapture. We should be spending this time preparing ourselves for Jesus' return. Jesus used a parable of ten virgins waiting for the bridegroom to describe the need to be alert for His return. "At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom...The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are gone out.' "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!' "But He replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour."

II. What do we learn from the Talents Illustration (Matthew 25:14-30)?

1. Christ temporarily away.  Christ, a man away/on a journey (sitting at the right hand in heaven – Acts 2:34, 7:55, 1 Peter 3:22), entrusts his possessions to his slaves (followers/disciples) (dou/loj doulos: a slave). 

2. Slaves’ Roles & Responsibilities.  Each of us/his followers/disciples/slaves have been given different talents (5, 2, 1) (ta,lanton talanton: a balance, hence that which is weighed, i.e. a talent - about 3000 shekels in weight) responsibilities/spiritual gifts/roles – Romans 12:4-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-31.  May we accept our various roles/gifts within the church and like money – invest them for maximum eternal return/reward.  Five earning/trading for give more.  Two gaining two more.  And not like the one talent slave who buried his talent/hid his master’s money and had not return/reward for his service.

3. Judgment.  The Kingdom/the return of Christ is when Jesus will settle accounts (sunai,rw sunairo: to take up together, i.e. settle accounts) with his followers/disciples.   We know the Bema Judgment is a judgment for rewards – when it takes place is debatable – when do you think it is? (2 Corinthians 5:10).

4. Heaven.  The goal of the Christian is to hear “you were faithful (pisto,j pistos: faithful, reliable) with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things.”  And ultimately to hear from our Lord, “Well done, good (avgaqo,j agathos: good) and faithful slave…enter into the joy (cara, chara: joy, delight) of your master (ku,rioj kurios: lord, master)”

5. Hell.  HelThe fear of every unbeliever is to hear “you scattered no seed” and ultimately “you wicked (ponhro,j poneros: toilsome, bad), lazy (ovknhro,j okneros: shrinking, timid, hence idle, lazy, troublesome) slave…throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness (sko,toj skotos: darkness), in that place there will be weeping (klauqmo,j klauthmos: weeping) and gnashing (brugmo,j brugmos: a biting, a gnashing of teeth) of teeth.

III. What do we learn from the Sheep and the Goats Illustration? (Matthew 25:31-46)

1. The Son of Man will come in His glory (do,xa doxa: opinion (always good in N.T.), hence praise, honor, glory) (Daniel 10:5-6, Revelation 14 and 19) along with all his angels  (a;ggeloj aggelos: a messenger, angel) (Matthew 16:27, 25:31, Mark 8:38, 1 Thessalonians 4:17, 2 Thessalonians 1:7)  (1 Thessalonians 3:13 says all the church saints will come as well).  Look up Zechariah 14:5, Psalm 96:13,  Isaiah 66:15. 

2. Jesus will sit on his glorious throne (Isaiah 9:7, 16:5, Matthew 19:28, Luke 1:32) – an earthly throne in Jerusalem that fulfills the David covenant (2 Samuel 7, Jeremiah 33)

3. All the nations (e;qnoj ethnos: a race, a nation, pl. the nations (as distinct from Isr.) will be gathered before Jesus and he will judge (Matthew 13:49, Psalm 67:4, 82:8, 96:10, 110:6, Isaiah 2:4, Joel 3:12, Micah 4:3) them as with the rod of Judah – Genesis 49) .

4. Jesus will separate (avfori,zw aphorizo: to mark off by boundaries from, i.e. set apart) believes from unbelievers – sheep from the goats, right from the left – and judge them.
Judgment of The sheep/believers  - blessed (euvloge,w eulogeo: to speak well of, praise), inherit the kingdom (basilei,a basileia: kingdom, sovereignty, royal power) prepared for from the foundation of the world
Evidence considered – what they had done for others (food for hungry, drink for thirsty, hospitality to strangers, clothes for naked, visiting sick and imprisoned) they had ultimately done for Christ.  (Only Holy Spirit empowered people can gain and sustain a genuine love for other people over and above themselves – 1 John 4)

Judgment of The goats/unbelievers – depart from me, accursed one, into eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels
Evidence considered – what they had not done (not giving food for hungry, not giving drink for thirsty, not giving hospitality to strangers, not giving clothes for naked, not visiting sick and imprisoned) for others they had ultimately not done for Christ. (Unbelievers cannot truly love but are slaves to sin – Romans 6:18 and lovers of themselves/pleasures rather than lovers of God – 2 Timothy 3:2). 

5. The Moral and ultimate lesson of the illustration – the wicked/unbelieving go into eternal (aivw,nioj aionios: agelong, eternal) punishment (ko,lasij kolasis: correction) but the righteous into eternal (aivw,nioj aionios: agelong, eternal) Life (zwh, zoe: life). 
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