Proverbs 3: The Straight & Narrow Path of Wisdom
Introduction: 4 Sections (“my son”) 

Section I: Remaining Faithful – trust in the Lord (3:5)







Section II: Remaining Teachable – discipline of the Lord (3:11)







Section III: Remaining Steadfast – confidence in the Lord (3:26)







Section IV: Remaining Holy – curse of the Lord (3:33)

Section I: Proverbs 3:1-10 Five Commands & Promises to stay on the straight and narrow path of wisdom
3:1 Command: Remembering
 Do Not Forget (xk;v' shakach: to forget) my teaching (hr'AT torah: direction, instruction, law)
Keep (rc;n" natsar: to watch, guard, keep, observe, preserve)  My commandments hw"c.mi (((((mitsvah: commandment)
3:2 Promise: Length of days/years of life/peace added to you (~Alv' shalom: completeness, soundness, welfare)
3:3 Command: Practicing 
Do not let kindness (ds,x, chesed: goodness, kindness) and truth (tm,a/ emeth: firmness, faithfulness, truth)  leave you
Bind them around your neck/write them on the tablet of your heart (ble leb: inner man, mind, will, heart) 3:4 Promise: So you find favor (!xe chen: favor, grace) and good repute (lk,fe sekel: prudence, insight) in the sight of God (~yhil{a/ elohim) and man (~d'a' adam: man, mankind) 
3:5 Command: Trusting

Trust (xj;B' batach: to trust, have confidence, rely on) in the Lord (hwhy the personal name of the God of Israel – from hw"h' havah: verb to be/become) with all your heart
Do not lean on your own understanding/In all your ways acknowledge him
3:6 Promise: He will make your paths straight


                                Proverbs 3:5-7
 `![E)V'Ti-la; ^ªt.n"yBi(÷-la,w> ^B<+li-lk'B. hw"hy>â-la, xj;äB. 5

                                           lean          not    your  understanding into   and your heart    all with   Yahweh     into       trust   
`^yt,(xor>ao* rVEïy:y> aWhªw>÷ Wh[e_d" ^yk,îr"D>-lk'B. 6

                                                             your      paths        make straight     He and  Him make known your   paths     all   in 
3:7 Command: Fearing
Do not be wise in your own eyes

Fear (arey" yare) the Lord and turn away (rWs sur: to turn aside, repent) from evil ([r': ra: evil, distress, misery, injury, calamity)
3:8 Promise: It will be healing to your body and refreshment (drink/literally “naval”) to your bones
3:9 Command: Honoring
Honor (db;K' kabad: to be heavy, weighty, or burdensome) the Lord from your wealth and from the first (tyviare reshith: beginning, chief) of all your produce
3:10 Promise: Your barns will be filled with plenty ([b'f' saba) and your vats will overflow with new wine
Section II: Proverbs 3:11-20 Discipline and Correction to stay on the straight and narrow path of wisdom
3:11 Command: Humbling

Do not reject the discipline (rs'Wm musar: discipline, chastening, correction) of the Lord or loathe his reproof 3:12 Fact: Those the Lord loves (bhea' aheb) He reproves as a father corrects the son in whom he delights
3:13 Promise: Blessed is the man who finds wisdom (hm'k.x' chokmah)  and gains understanding
3:14 Facts: 

Profit – Silver & Gold
3:15 Precious - Jewels
3:16 Promise -  Life, Riches, Honor

3:17 Pleasant - Peace

3:18 Plant (life) – Happiness

3:19-20 Conclusion:  Wisdom is from God (by it he created the earth/formed the heavens, deep/skies broken up/drip)
Section III: Proverbs 3:21-26 Confidence in the Lord to stay on the straight and narrow path of wisdom
3:21 wisdom and discretion not vanish zWl luz: to turn aside, depart

3:22 life (~yYIx; chayyim) to your soul/adornment to your neck
3:23 walk (%l;h' halak: to go, come, walk) securely (xj;B, betach: security)

3:24 lie down/sleep – not afraid (dx;P' pachad: to dread, be in dread or in awe) sweet (br'[' arab: sweet/pleasing)
3:25 not afraid (yare)/don’t fear (pachad) onslaught of wickedness (rasha)
3:26 Yahweh is your confidence (ls,K, kesel: loins, confidence)
Section IV: Proverbs 3:27-35 Curse of the Lord for straying off the straight and narrow path of wisdom
Do not be W___________________ good from those to whom it is due

Do not S________ to your neighbor “go and come back”

Do not D________________ harm against your neighbor

Do not C________________ with a man without cause

Do not E________________ a man of violence and do not C______________ any of his ways

Abomination vs intimate, curse vs blessing, scoffs vs grace, wise vs fools

Conclusion: The curse (hr'aem. Meerah) of the Lord is on the house of the wicked.

But He blesses (%r'B' barak: to kneel, bless) the house of the righteous

Conclusion/Application:

Wisdom is 1) rooted in sound teaching (1-4), requires trust in God (5-6), rewards those who heed it (7-10), reproves those straying from it (11-12), reaps multiple blessings (13-18), and is released from/by the Lord (19-20)





7 Practical Issues:


Wisdom from the Lord (1-4)


Salvation from the Lord (5-8)


Giving to the Lord (9-10)


Discipline from the Lord (11-12)


Blessing from the Lord (13-20)


Perseverance from the Lord (21-26)


Righteousness from the Lord (27-35)





7 Rewards of Wisdom:


L_______________________/peace


R______________________/ favor


Wise L______________/paths straight


W_________________/plenty


B_________________/long life, riches, honor, peace, happiness


S____________________/confidence


I_____________/counsel, grace, honor








