Proverbs 31
Proverbs 31 is a combination of 2 poems of wise instruction from a mother to her son.  This son is not an ordinary man but a king.  He is likely that he is a young king, probably inheriting a kingdom do to his fathers death.  I say this because mature men who are kings usually receive their counsel from wise elderly men appointed for such a thing, they don’t take instructions from their mothers.
31:1  King Lemuel, found nowhere else in the bible.  Thought to be King Solomon, but there is no biblical proof for that.  Oracle, revelation/wise instruction or message.  
31:2  You are my son, from my womb, as a result from a vows I made before God to my husband.
Here in verses 3-9 we have words of wisdom from a loving godly mother to her son.  She is counseling her son on character, not about achievements, not about power, not about riches, but about godly character.
31:3  Sexual immorality is a sin,  and the wages of sin is death.  Kings in biblical times and even in some places today have large harems of women.  Women of many different nationalities.  Many of these women have different beliefs than the king  and worship false gods.  So not only do you have the sin of sexual immorality you also have to fend off the temptations of worshipping a false god.  (Duet 17:17) Take King Solomon for example.  He had 700 wives and 300 concubine. (1 Kings 11:1-3) End result, Israel divided.
31:4-5  Alcohol effects good judgment and senses.   It robs you of clarity and effects your abilities to make good, rational decisions.
31:6-7  Beverages with strong alcohol in them were helpful to alleviate pain.  Today we have prescription drugs for pain.  Back then alcohol was used as a pain reliever.  
31:8-9  Speak in defense of those who can’t speak for themselves, stand by the oppressed,  defend the defendless.  Deal justly with everyone, even the ones who are poor and unable to reward you.  Be a man of character.
In the last 7 verses we seen the advice given to a king on how to rule a kingdom.  Seven verses.  Now in the next 22 verses we have the advice for that same king to do just one thing.  Select a godly women for a wife.  Twenty two verses.  As we look at this section of scripture we see what Gods desires a godly woman to look like.  This does not represent a particular women but an ideal. Gods ideal.      
Before we go any further lets look at Proverbs 20:6.
31:10  An excellent wife can be found, just not easily found.  She is not around every bend, thus she is much more valuable then the rarest jewel.           Proverbs 24:4 and Ruth 3:11
The Wife
31:11  He trust her.  The most important relationship in a home is the relationship between a husband and his wife, and trust is what holds that relationship together.  This is a kind of woman who allows her husband to do his work, to be away from home while providing for his family with the peace of mind that she is taking care of the home.   1 Tim 5:14  
 31:12  She is his helper (Gen 2:18).  She is concerned with keeping his best interest in mind, always striving to build him up.  In a sense she is his protector just as he is hers. (Pro 12:4)
The Home Maker
31:13, 19, 21  Flax is a plant with a tall skinny stalk and you can beat and combed and worked into fiber to make clothes.  You would use flax for summer and nice clothing, and wool for winter.  Her lamp is on at night while she making clothing. The distaff and the spindle were tools used to weave and make clothes.  She would use berries and other natural resources to make dyes for the clothing to make them look attractive rather than just the natural bland color of the material.
31:14  She may have had enough food for her family nearby, but wanting to provide a variety of food which may not grow in the vicinity, she would travel to get such merchandise.
31:15  She rises before daybreak to prepare breakfast before the men go out to work and also provides food for her maidens.
31:16  She buys a field and plants a vineyard to supplement income to better provide for the family.  Once again she is about her husbands business.  Where did she get the money?  Look at verse 24.
31:17  Is there an wonder? I would venture to say there is a spiritual strength here as well.  All throughout the old testament God promised to bless those who followed him. 
31:22  Coverings (Hebrew-marbad means covering of tapestry) Bed coverings.   Not only does she work hard and long, but she desires to look good for her family, especially her husband.           
31:23  The city gates were a common meeting place of the elders.  It is assumed that a man of such a well ordered household must be a worthy man.
31:18  She senses that her gain is good.  Does not refer to a self centered prideful gain, but a gain which benefits the family and a sense of gain by knowing that she is being obedient to God.
The Godly Neighbor
31:20  She extends her hand to the poor and needy. Proverbs 22:9
The  Teacher
31:25  Her inward clothing, her character, the sense that she is serving the Lord and she knows that she is a child of God and no one can snatch her out of His hand.  She gets her strength from that knowledge.  And with that she can smile at the future and not worry.  She is an example to her family and all others that have contact with her.
31:26  Through her knowledge of God and obedience God has given her wisdom.  The father is concerned about teaching a trade, business, theology.  The wife teaches the loving kindness, mercy, grace, gentleness and compassion.    
The Mother
31:27  As we have already seen she takes care of her household, she is not lazy.  
31:28-29  In verse 18 she senses that her gain is good.  Here we see it, her children respect and love her (1 Tim 2:15)  Her husband praises her, he has the best wife of all.
The Saint
31:30  Man looks at the outward beauty but God looks at the heart.  (1 Pet 3:1-4)                    (1 Tim 2:9-10)  The fear the Lord is the beginning of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7)
31:31  You reap what you sow.  (Gal 6:8)  She has stored up her rewards in heaven.             (Mt 6:20) (Jer 17:10) 

Proverbs 31 is from God just like all scripture.  It is a picture for us from God of what an excellent wife looks like in His eyes.  2 Tim 3:16    
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Proverbs 31 is a combination of 2 poems of wise instruction from a mother to her son.  This son is not an ordinary man but a king.  He is likely that he is a young king, probably inheriting a kingdom do to his fathers death.  I say this because mature men who are kings usually receive their counsel from wise elderly men appointed for such a thing, they don’t take instructions from their mothers.
31:1  King Lemuel, found nowhere else in the bible.  Thought to be King Solomon, but there is no biblical proof for that.  Oracle, revelation/wise instruction or message.  
31:2  You are my son, from my womb, as a result from a vows I made before God to my husband.
Here in verses 3-9 we have words of wisdom from a loving godly mother to her son.  She is counseling her son on character, not about achievements, not about power, not about riches, but about godly character.
31:3  Do not let fame, power, wealth, bad company influence good morals.  (Duet 17:17,       1 Kings 11:1-3)
31:4-5  Alcohol and good leadership does not mix
31:6-7  Alcohol is for those who are in pain who are perishing   
31:8-9  Be a just king, lead and protect your people, be a man of integrity
As we look at this section of scripture we see what Gods desires a godly woman to look like.  This does not represent a particular women but an ideal. Gods ideal.  I’ve grouped these verses under 5 headings: the wife,  the homemaker,  the godly neighbor,  the teacher,  the mother, and the saint.       
31:10  An excellent wife can be found.  (Pro 24:4,  Ruth 3:11)
The Wife
31:11 He trusts her.  Trust is the glue that holds a relationship together. (1 Tim 5:14 ,           Tit 2:4-5)
 31:12 She has his best interest in mind.  (Proverbs 12:4)
The Homemaker
31:13, 19, 21, 22  She clothes the family.
31:14-15  She feeds her family and those in her household.
31:16  She wants the best for her family and strives for that.
31:17  Physical work is good, it keeps your body healthy.  Living a Godly life is work also and keeps the soul healthy.
31:23  Through her hard work the husband is respected.
31:18  She and her family is blessed through her faith and obedience
The Godly Neighbor
31:20  She gives to the poor and needy  (Proverbs 22:9)
The Teacher
31:25  Her inward strength comes from God, and thru a love for God comes obedience which produces a godly character, from which dignity comes.  When you have put your trust in God you can smile at adversity. 
31:26  Out of that godly character described in v25 comes wisdom and loving kindness, compassion and gentleness.  Usually not things taught by the father, but complements the fathers teachings.  (Proverbs 19:14)
The Mother
31:27-29  We already know from the previous verses that she is not lazy.  Her family loves and praises her. (1Tim 2:15)
The Saint
31:30  Outward beauty is deceiving, God looks at the heart. (1 Pet 3:1-4 and 1 Tim 2:9-10)  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. (Proverbs 1:7)
31:31  You reap what you sow (Gal 6:8).  She has stored up her rewards in heaven (Mt 6:20 and Jer 17:10)


