Proverbs 4
I. Teaching 1 (Proverbs 4:1-9): David’s Fatherly Instruction to Solomon
4:1 Hear ([m;v' shama: to hear) essential command for learning – you must listen in order to learn
Discussion – What is the primary quality to instill in our children?  

What are the signs or proof that someone is really listening?

“Sons” Solomon has larger family now? (son to sons)

Instruction of a father - rs'Wm musar: discipline, chastening, correction (Proverbs 1:2,1:3,1:7,1:8,3:11)  Discussion: What is the Father’s primary/key role with his children?  

Describe qualities of a good disciplinarian vs. a bad disciplinarian – which one are you or how can you improve? 
Hebrew Parallelism/Synonyms: Hearing = give attention, instruction = gain understanding

4:2 I give you sound (literally g_____bAj tob) teaching (xq;l, leqach: a learning, teaching, persuasion, instruction)
 Do not abandon (bz"[' azab: to leave, forsake, loose) my instruction 

synonym: teaching/instruction, antonym: give vs. abandon

Discussion: How do we give sound teaching/good instruction to our children?
4:3 Solomon’s flash back to his childhood (David & Bathsheba)

When I was: a son to my father, tender (%r' rak: tender, delicate, soft, gentle, weak, inexperienced)
                 only child to my mother, he (David) taught me this:

4:4-5 Three Character Qualities of wisdom/understanding:

1. Be F___________: Let your heart hold fast (%m;T' tamak: to grasp, support, attain) my word
                                                                     keep (rm;v' shamar: to keep, watch, preserve) commandments
Discussion: How do we teach our children faithfulness?

2. Be W___________: Acquire (hn"q' qanah: to get, to buy, acquire, gain) wisdom/understanding
Discussion: How do we teach our children wisdom/understanding?
3. Be S_____________: Do not forget (xk;v' shakach) the words of my mouth

                                              turn away (hj'n" natah: to stretch out, spread out, extend, incline, bend)
Discussion: How do we teach our children wisdom/understanding?
4:6-9 Two Promises of wisdom/understanding:
1. P____________________: She will guard (rm;v' shamar: to keep, watch, preserve) you
                                                                watch over you  (rc;n" natsar: to watch, guard, keep)
 IF you do not forsake her (bz"[' azab)  
                                love her (bhea' aheb)
Discussion: How does wisdom/understanding protect us or our children?

2. R_____________________: She will exalt you (~Wr rum: to be high or exalted, rise)
                                                 honor you (db;K' kabad: to be heavy, weighty)
IF you prize her (ll;s' salal: to lift up, cast up)
                          embrace her (qb;x' chabaq: to clasp, embrace) - garland of grace/crown of beauty
Discussion: Give examples of a godly person/couple who is exalted/honored by wisdom/understanding.
II. Teaching 2 (Proverbs 4:10-19): Contrast between the path/life of the righteous vs. wicked
4:10 
Command 1: Hear ([m;v' shama: comprehend, discern, heed)  

                              Accept (xq;l' laqach: take/learn) my sayings

4:11 

I have directed (hr'y" yarah or ar'y" yara: to throw, shoot) you in the way of wisdom



led you (%r'D' darak: to tread, march)                     upright paths
4:12

When you walk (%l;h' halak: to go, come, walk) your steps will not be impeded 



       run (#Wr ruts: to run)                                                  not stumble
4:13 
Command 2: Take hold (qz"x' chazaq: to be or grow firm or strong, strengthen) of instruction

                        Do not let go (hp'r' raphah: sink, relax)
                                     Guard her (rc;n" natsar: to watch, guard, keep)
4:14
Command: Do not enter (aAB bo: to come in, come, go in, go) the path of the wicked


        Do not proceed (rv;a' ashar: to go straight, go on, advance) the way of evil men
4:15      

   
Avoid it ([r'P' para: let go, let alone)


              Do not pass by it (rb;[' abar: to pass over, through, or by, pass on)
4:16-17
Facts about the wicked:

1. Cannot Sleep unless they do evil ([[;r' raa: to be evil, bad)
                                 robbed of sleep               make someone stumble (lv;K' kashal: to stumble, stagger, totter)
2. They eat the bread of wickedness ([v;r, resha: ill-gotten, wickedness)
 
                             drink     wine of   violence (sm'x' chamas: violence, wrong)
Discussion: What do you know is true about an alcoholic’s/drug user’s sleep and diet habits?

4:18-19
Contrast between the righteous and the wicked

1. Path of the righteous is like the light (rAa or) of dawn that shines brighter & brighter
2. Way of the wicked is like   darkness (hl'pea] aphelah: darkness, gloominess, calamity) stumble

Discussion:  Examples of siblings with similar upbringing but different paths (light vs. darkness) and different outcomes in their life?

III. Teaching 3 (Proverbs 4:20-27): Resisting Tempation (5 senses)
4:20 Watch your E________: Command 1: give attention (bv;q' qashab: to incline, attend) to my words
                                                                incline your ear (hj'n" natah: stretch, spread, extend, bend) to my sayings
4:21 Watch your H________: Command 2: Do not let them depart (zWl luz: to turn aside) from your sight

                                                                                                     keep (rm;v' shamar) them in the midst of your heart
4:22 Promise 1: They (words/sayings) are life  (~yYIx; chayyim) to those who find them

         Promise 2:                                               health  (aPer>m; marpe: a healing, cure, health) to all their body
4:23 Command 3: Watch over your heart with all diligence (rm'v.mi mishmar: jail, guard,, observance) (Jer. 17:9) 
      Fact 1: From it flow the springs of life (ha'c'AT totsaah: an outgoing, source) (Mt. 12:34-35, 15:18-20, Mk. 7:21-23, Lk. 6:45)
4:24 Watch your S______: Command 4: Put away a deceitful mouth (tWvQ.[i iqqeshuth: crookedness)


                                              Put far from you devious speech (tWzl' lazuth: deviation, crookedness)
4:25 Watch your E________: Command 5: Let your eyes look directly ahead





          Let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you

4:26-27 Watch your L_______: Command 6: Watch the path of your feet - all your ways will be established





  Do not turn to the right nor to the left - turn your foot from evil
Promise 1: Years of your life will be many (hb'r' rabah)








rr'c' tsarar: to bind, tie up, restrict, narrow, cramp


lv;K' kashal: to stumble, stagger, totter








Promise 2: She is your life (~yYIx; chayyim: life)








