Proverbs 5
Introduction: 
Divorce:  While a 50% divorce rate is commonly heard, The Barna Research Group's national study showed that members of nondenominational churches divorce 34 percent of the time in contrast to 25 percent for the general population. Nondenominational churches would include large numbers of Bible churches and other conservative evangelicals. Baptists had the highest rate of the major denominations: 29 percent. Born-again Christians' rate was 27 percent. To make matters even more distressing for believers, atheists/agnostics had the lowest rate of divorce 21 percent.
Pornography: "Elephant in the pews" Surveys show that 40 million Americans regularly view Internet pornography, which accounts for $2.5 billion of the $12 billion US porn industry. Some 25 percent of search-engine requests are porn-related; 20 percent of men and 13 percent of women admit accessing porn at work. * Roger Charman of Focus on the Family's Pastoral Ministries reports that approximately 20 percent of the calls received on their Pastoral Care Line are for help with issues such as pornography and compulsive sexual behavior. 
* A 1996 Promise Keepers survey at one of their stadium events revealed that over 50% of the men in attendance were involved with pornography within one week of attending the event. 
* In 2000 Christianity Today survey, 33% of clergy admitted to having visited a sexually explicit Web site. Of those who had visited a porn site, 53% had visited such sites “a few times” in the past year, and 18% visit sexually explicit sites between a couple of times a month and more than once a week.
 * Out of 81 pastors surveyed (74 males 7 female), 98% had been exposed to porn; 43% intentionally accessed a sexually explicit website
National Coalition survey of pastors.  Seattle.  April 2000. 

In March 2005 Christianity Today published the results of a study called “Christians and Sex” in their Leadership Journal. 680 pastors and 1,972 laypersons were surveyed, with the following results: 
* 44% of churchgoers want to hear more scriptural teaching from their pastors on the subject of sex. 
* 22% of pastors feel they should spend more time on the topic. 
* 85% of pastors say they speak about sexual issues once a year, while 63% of churchgoers say their pastors do so. Among those churchgoers who say they want their pastors to preach more about sexual issues, 47% say their pastor speaks about it once a year, an even bigger difference of opinion. A CTI analyst was quoted saying "Perhaps this desire for more biblical exposition on sexual issues exists because pastors are not speaking forcefully or clearly enough, while exposure to sexual images and messages in today's media is ever more heightened."
* 57% of pastors say that addiction to pornography is the most sexually damaging issue to their congregation. 
* Almost 9 in 10 pastors reported counseling a layperson on sexual issues once a year or more. 
       I had a hard time believing that half the men in the church would really be accessing porn, so early 2004 I asked the church where we attended at the time if they would be willing to take a survey. They agreed, and in the survey we asked the men "when was the last time you looked at pornography?" The church was made up mostly of young families, and the idea that many of the husbands and fathers I sat next to every Sunday were dabbling in porn... I couldn't comprehend it. Surely, I thought, the numbers would be lower. It can't be half, not in my church. 
Of those who responded, here's what came back:
25% had viewed porn within the past month
44% within the past 6 months
61% within the past year 
Pornography is corrupting the church and destroying our nation; without action the problem will only get worse.
















Proverbs 5: Fleeing the Ruin of Immorality
Teaching 1: Proverbs 5:1-7
5:1  Command: Give attention/incline your ear to my wisdom/understanding
5:2 Observe discretion and reserve knowledge

	Characteristics of the Adulteress

	[bookmark: _GoBack]5:3 Her Lips/speech hp'f' saphah: lip, speech, edge

	Honey tp,nO nopheth (attractive, sweet, alluring flattery, sensual, supportive)

	
	Oil m,v, shemen (smooth, comforting, fatness, fertile, lavish)

	5:4 Her End tyrIx]a; acharith: the after-part, end, future, outcome
	Wormwood (bitter, poison) hn"[]l; laanah Deut. 29:18; Prov. 5:4; Jer. 9:15; 23:15; Lam. 3:15, 19; Amos 5:7; 6:12; Rev. 8:11

	5:5 Her Feet (steps, actions)
	Sheol (death) lAav. sheol or laov. sheol: underworld (place to which people descend at death)

	5:6 Her Thoughts
	No pondering  sl;P' palas: to weigh, make level
 (No thought, concern, or wisdom)

	       Her Ways 
	Unstable [;Wn nua: to quiver, wave, waver, tremble, totter



Teaching 2: Proverbs 5:8-23
5:7 Listen/do not depart to me/my words
5:8 Keep your way far/do not go near her/the door of her house (Joseph - Genesis 39, 		            1 Corinthians 6:18, 10:14, 1 Timothy 6:11, 2 Timothy 2:2)

5:9-14 Warnings/Consequences of Disobedience of Sexual Immorality
	Vigor to others
	Years to the cruel one

	Strangers will get your strength/hard work
	Hard-earned goods go to the stranger

	Groan at your final end
	Flesh and body are consumed

	Hate instruction
	Spurn reproof

	Do not listen to teachers
	Did not incline ear to instructors

	Utter ruin
	In the midst of the assembly and congregation



5:15-23 Positive Commands and Promises for Obedience to Purity
	Drink water from your own cistern
	Drink fresh water from your own well

	Should your springs (seed) be dispersed/scattered
	Streams/water in the street (wasted)

	(Sex/procreation) Your alone
	Not for strangers with you

	Fountain be blessed (children)
	Rejoice (be glad) with wife of your youth

	Be exhilarated always with her love
	Wife’s Breasts - satisfied

	Why Exhilarated with adulteress?
	Foreigners Bosom – captured, held, lacks wisdom, death, folly, astray



Conclusion/Application: Remember the Lord sees it all: Proverbs 5:21  For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the LORD, And He watches all his paths. (2 Chronicles 16:9,  Psalm 33:13-15, Romans 14:12, Hebrews 4:13, Matthew 12:36, 16:27, 1 Peter 4:5, Matthew 10:42, Mark 9:41, 2 John 1:8)
