
Proverbs 8 - Who is Wisdom? (Messianic Proverb)

Introduction: Personification of Wisdom (to be close/intimate means to keep/heed/obey/treasure and not forget/abandon/ignore/or disregard) transitions from 3rd person (“sister”) to 1st person (“I”)

8:1 Wisdom Calls (ar'q' qara: to call, proclaim, read) Zechariah 13:9 
Christ’s gospel rings forth everywhere - 1 Thess. 1:8-10, John 10:3, Acts 2:21, Romans 10:13, 1 Cor. 1:2
Understanding gives sound (lifts her voice) - Christ’s words give light/understanding – Psalm 119:130

8:2-3 Wisdom is Everywhere – standing (bc;n" natsab:to take one’s stand) & crying out (!n"r' ranan: to give a ringing cry) Psalm 139:7-10 (Christ is omnipresent -Matthew 28:20, Hebrews 13:5, Deuteronomy 31:6/Joshua 1:5) Where is wisdom - on top of the heights, along the way, where paths meet, besides the gate, at the opening to the city, at entrance of the doors, she stands/cries out

8:4 Wisdom is a Person (“I call,” “my voice”) (Christ is the Wisdom of God - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31)
that specifically is calling you (“to you”) and all men (“sons of men”) - Acts 17:30-31, 1 Timothy 2:4-6, 2 Peter 3:9

8:5 Wisdom is the Cure for naïve ones/foolishness (Christ is the cure for fools & foolishness - Titus 3:3-7)
Naïve/simple (ytiP, pethi: simple, open-minded) fools (lysiK. kesil: stupid fellow, dullard, fool)
8:5-8 Wisdom ALWAYS  speaks what is noble, right, true, and righteousness (Christ spoke the words of life – John 5:24, 6:63-68), never uttered any deceit (Christ had perfect speech - 1 Peter 2:22, Isaiah 53:9) People were amazed/astonished at his teaching (Matthew 7:28, 1:22, 13:54, 22:33, Mark 6:2, 11:18, Luke 4:32, John 7:15)
Wickedness is an abomination and there is NOTHING crooked or perverted that he speaks/utters (Christ was perfect and sinless - 2 Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 4:15, 7:26, 1 John 3:5)

8:9 Wisdom is only understood/straightforward/clear (x;kon" nakoach: straight, right)
 to a select few/chosen remnant (Christ is revealed to the elect - Matthew 11:27, 16:17, Luke 10:22-24) (Christ is foolishness/veiled to the perishing – 2 Cor. 4:3-4 (Satan blinds), John 12:40 (God blinds the hard hearted), 1 John 2:11 (sin/darkness blinds) 

8:10-11 Wisdom must be Received (ac'm' matsa: to attain to, find) and valued more than money/things (Christ must be received/valued as more important than money, things, even life itself (Matthew 10:37-39, Mark 8:34-38, Luke 14:33) (bAj tob: pleasant, agreeable, good) 
8:12 Wisdom is a Person (“I”) who dwells (!k;v' shakan or !kev' shaken: to settle down, abide, dwell) with prudence (Christ dwells in perfect righteousness - 2 Peter 3:13, 1 Timothy 6:16) and finds/attains  knowledge/discretion (In Christ are all riches – Philippians  3:9-11)
8:13 Wisdom is proven by Actions/holy living – wisdom fears (ha'r>yI yirah: a fear) the Lord (theme of Proverbs - Job 28:28, Psalm 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, 3:7, 8:13, 9:10, 15:33, 16:6, 19:23) and hates evil, pride, arrogance, perverse speech (Christ’s wisdom was proven by his righteous actions - hating lawlessness/evil deeds – Hebrews 1:9, Revelation 2:6) We are called to action/holy living (Ephesians 1:3-4, Colossians 1:22,1 Peter 1:15-16)
8:14 Wisdom gives Counsel (hc'[e etsah: counsel, advice) understanding, and power (hr'WbG> geburah: strength, might) (Christ gives us wisdom, power, and everything we need for life and godliness – 2 Peter 1:3, Hebrews 1:2-3, Matthew 13:54, Mark 6:2, Luke 4:36, 6:19, 9:1, 10:19-20, Acts 2:22, Romans 1:4, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 1:24, 5:4, 2 Corinthians 4:7, 12:9, Ephesians 1:19, 3:7, 3:16, 3:20, Philippians 3:10, Colossians 1:11, 1:29, 1 Thessalonians 1:5, 2 Thessalonians 1:11, 2 Timothy 1:7-8, Hebrews 7:16, 1 Peter 1:5, 3:22, 2 Peter 1:16, Revelation 4:11, 5:12, 7:12, 11:17, 12:10, 15:8, 19:1)
8:15-16 Wisdom Establishes all human powers (yBi – “by me”) (Christ establishes all powers – Matthew 28:18, Romans 13:1, Philippians 2:9, Colossians 1:16, 1 Peter 2:13-14, Ephesians 1:20-21)

8:17a Wisdom Loves (bhea' aheb: to love) and desires relationship (Christ loved and laid down his life for us – John 15:13-15 & loves us – John 3:16, Romans 8:37, Ephesians 2:4, 2 Thess. 2:16, 1 John 4:10-19)
8:17b-19 Wisdom must be Sought (rx;v' shachar: to look early or diligently for) and will be richly rewarded/blessed (Christ must be sought and can be found – Matthew 6:33, 7:7-8, Luke 11:9-10, 12:31,  Deuteronomy 4:29, 1 Chronicles 28:9, 2 Chronicles 15:12, Psalm 14:2, 119:2, Jeremiah 29:13)
8:20 Wisdom walks (%l;h' halak: to go, come, walk) and lives in perfect righteousness and justice (Christ lived a perfectly righteous life – John 13:15, 15:10, 1 John 2:6, 1 Peter 2:21 and will lead justice to victory – Matt. 12:20)
8:21 Wisdom Rewards (endow lx;n" nachal: to get or take as a possession, fill alem' male or al'm' mala: to be full, to fill) (Christ rewards those who earnestly seek Him – Heb 11:6)
8:22-27a Wisdom is Preexistent  (hwhy Yhvh hA'hy> Yehovah or hw<h.y" Yahveh: the proper name of the God of Israel, hn"q' qanah: to get, acquire, possess) established/appointed similar to N.T. “begotten” (only one of his kind) (John 1:14,18, 3:16) John 1:1-3, 1 Cor. 1:24-30in or “firstborn of creation” (Colossians 1:15)  
8:22-27b-31 Wisdom is Co-Creator – master workman (Ama' amon: an artificer, architect, master workman) God established, inscribed, made, set, marked out – John 1:1-10, Colossians 1:15-17
8:32-35 Receiving Wisdom brings blessings/Eternal Life – “he who finds me finds life” - Christ is the life and eternal life (John 1:4, 3:15-16, 3:36, 4:14, 6:40, 1 John 5:20) (~yYIx; chayyim: life)
[bookmark: _GoBack]8:32-35 Rejecting Wisdom brings eternal Death – “those who hate me love death”  (tw<m' maveth: death (Christ warns of hell – Mt. 5:22-30, 10:28, 18:9, 23:15, 23:33, Mark 9:43-47, Luke 12:5)
Application:
 

