Proverbs 9: Contrast of Wisdom Versus Folly

I. Wisdom’s House - tyIB; bayith: a house (Wisdom’s Promise of Reward)
a. Seven Pillars – large mansion to celebrate 1 Kings 7:17, John 14:2-3
b. Prepared her food – feasting - “slaughtered her slaughter” Matthew 22:4, Luke 14:16
c. Mixed her wine – rejoicing – Mark 14:25
d. Set Her Table – Luke 22:16, 22:30
e. Isaiah 55:1,  65:8-25, Revelation 21:1-7, 22:12-17

II. Wisdom’s Invitation - ar'q' qara: to call, proclaim, read (Wisdom’s Message of Truth)
a. Sent out Maidens (servants) Matthew 10:5, 16:20, Luke 9:2
b. She Calls
i. Where it can be heard – “heights of the city”
ii. With a Specific Message 
1. “Turn in here” – Repent/Believe/Have Faith (Matthew 4:17, Mark 1:15, Acts 26:20)
2. “Come, eat of my food” – Follow (Matthew 11:28, John 6:32-37)
3. “Drink of the wine I have mixed” – Trust (John 6:53-58, 7:37)
4. “Forsake folly and live” – Confess/Receive (1 Peter 2:24)
5. “Proceed in the way of understanding” – Obey (John 14:15, 15:10, 1 John 2:3-6)

III. Wisdom’s Principles (way of understanding - %r,D, derek: way, road, distance, journey, manner hn"yBi binah: understanding)
Principle 1: Correct a Scoffer = Dishonor
  Reprove a wicked man = Insults
 	      Principle 2:  Reprove a scoffer = Hatred
               Reprove a wise man = Love
                  Principle 3: Give to a wise man = increase in Wisdom
              Teach a righteous man = increase in Learning
 	      Principle 4: The Fear of the Lord = Beginning of Wisdom
	      The Knowledge of the Holy One = Understanding   (Literally “Holy Ones”) vAdq' qadosh: sacred, holy

IV. Wisdom’s Promises ( ybi-yKi - Literally “Because by me…”)
	      Promise 1: By me your days (~Ay yom) will be multiplied
                                    Years (hn"v' shanah) of life will be added to you
	      Promise 2: If you are wise – you are wise for (towards/regarding) yourself
			If you scoff – you alone will bear it (literally “and you scoff, towards separation of self  you bring/cause”

V. [bookmark: _GoBack]Wisdom’s  Contrast (Pseudo Gospel) Woman of folly (tWlysiK. kesiluth: stupidity, foolishness) is:
a. boisterous, naïve, knows nothing
b. Sits, Seat of Influence, Calls out false message to divert those heeding wisdom’s message and heading straight (similar invitation as wisdom – “whoever is naïve/lacking understanding let him turn in here,” but a different message and destination:
i. Stolen water is sweet, bread eaten in secret is pleasant (evil is desirable, pleasurable)
ii. He does not know the dead are there (destination of death/consequences) and that the women of folly’s guests end up in hell/depths of Sheol
