“The wrath of God and the need for righteousness”
Review: Called to be Slaves & Saints (Romans 1:1-7), Actions of Saints (Romans 1:8-17) Thankful, Prayerful, Loving, Gospel Driven
Introduction: (World Magazine: 3 Pastors fighting California Supreme Court’s decision to not define traditional marriage)
Point of the Passage: Romans 1:17-32 teaches us that there are 3 progressive sin areas of man (Idolatry, Indecency, and Insanity) and that God gives sinners over to be slaves to their own lustful hearts, unnatural passions, and depraved minds.   Sinners reap the devastation of their own vices in 3 specific ways (dishonored bodies, penalty within their bodies, and death of their bodies).  Overall, sinners are without excuse and in desperate need for God’s revealed righteousness (Jesus Christ).  Because God’s wrath is constantly revealed in the present, will be especially revealed during the coming Tribulation, and ultimately revealed at the Great White Throne Judgment that condemns people to the lake of fire - we should have a greater love of God for His grace and mercy, a greater fear of His wrath and justice, and a greater commitment and passion to unashamedly preach His gospel - the revealed righteousness through Jesus Christ what is the power of salvation and the only solution for sin, death, and the coming judgment.
God’s wrath is constantly revealed because of man’s…

1. Idolatry (1:18-25) Meaning of the word for “wrath” (orgē) 1 John 1:5, John 3:36
a. Indifference (1:18-20) Suppressing God’s presence, attributes, power, and nature that are clearly seen (Psalm 19:1-6) Meaning of the word for “suppress” (katecho)
i. Suppressing the truth by Doing the Sin – God wrath/justice is against ALL Unrighteousness and Ungodly (God is perfect in love but also justice)
ii. Suppressing the truth by Hiding the Sin –  suppress the truth by more sin
iii. Suppressing the truth by Justifying the Sin - Ignoring God and the Guilt – which is “evident within them” General Revelation: Creation (Psalm 19:1-6) and Conscience (Romans 2:15)
Conclusion - Men are Without Excuse (Psalm 14:1-5) We are guilty and cannot avoid God’s wrath & justice without Jesus 
b. Irreverence (1:21) They know God (ginosko - knowledge of) but do not worship Him
i. No honor/worship – meaning of the word “honor” (doxazo)
ii. No thanksgiving – meaning of the word “thanksgiving (eucharisteo)
1. Henry Ward Beecher “A proud man is seldom a grateful man for he never thinks he gets as much as he deserves.”

c. Ignorance  (1:22-23) Professing to be wise they became fools – worshipping idols (created images in the form of birds, animals, and man) 
i. Futile speculations/reasoning (dialogismos) - foolish hearts are darkened further
1. Exchanged the glory (worship/doxa) of God for a lie –incorruptible (aphthartos: immortal/undecaying) for corruptible idols (phthartos: perishable, mortal). Worshipping the creature instead of the Creator.
d. Impurity (1:24-25) 
Result: God’s Wrath – Gave them over (paradidomi: to hand over or deliver) to the lusts of their hearts to impurity that results in a punishment (bodies dishonored among them) atimazo: to dishonor, degrade, treat shamefully (Blackhawk down – Somalis dragging pilot’s body through the streets) Saul’s body: 1 Samuel 31:10
Bodies dishonored in themselves - used in ways or for ways the body wasn’t designed - dishonors God / opposite of His design, function, and purpose (1 Cor. 6:20) (Center for Disease Control – 1 in 4 Teens has an STD / women dishonored/lowered to sex objects/symbols). God’s punishment is just/fair because they exchanged the truth for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator.  Notice that worship and service are how we honor or give glory to something –this is reserved for God alone.  Any idolatry is a lie because only the immortal/incorruptible Creator is worthy to worship and serve.  Idolatry goes against the very first commandment in Ex. 20 – Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  How many people worship & serve the lusts of their hearts?
2. Indecency (1:26-27) “degrading passions” (atimia – dishonor, pathos – passions)
a. Women exchanged the natural (lesbians)

b. Men exchanged the natural (homosexuals) (Ray Boltz illustration)

Result: God’s Wrath – Gave them over to the degrading passions/impurity that results in a punishment (due penalty received in their own persons)
AIDS is mainly a homosexual disease: Most studies: HIV/AIDS cases - 90% homosexuals, 4% heterosexuals (bisexual/immoral transmission), 3% blood transfusion (blood from homosexuals/immoral persons), 1% children born to HIV carriers (homosexual/immoral mothers), 2 % undetermined.
3. Insanity (1:28-32) 
a. “Did not see fit to acknowledge (dokimazo) God any longer” (literally in the Greek: “did not approve the God to have in knowledge”)
Result: God’s Wrath – Gave them over to a depraved (adokimos) mind that engages in all kinds of unrighteousness and results in a punishment (worthy of death)
b. Knowing the consequences - they keep doing the sin (prasso – participle)
c. Knowing the consequences - they encourage others to sin (suneudokeo – join in approving)
Conclusion: Men are Without Excuse
John MacArthur’s national sermon “When God abandons a nation” (aired on Focus on the Family for 2008 National Day of Prayer).  God has/is abandoning America because we see America’s sin has resulted in God handing the nation over to lusts of the heart (secular revolution in the 1960’s), degrading passions (current/ongoing homosexual revolution) and a society that is going insane with sin (calls evil good and good evil – Isaiah 5:20, Proverbs 29:18) because God has given them over to a depraved mind.  Example of Samson being abandoned by God. Example of Saul being abandoned by God.  “They exchange the truth of God for a lie.”
John MacArthur: “I was thinking this through some couple of years ago and thought that man likes to live with five dominant lies.  These are very comfortable to the sinner.  One, life is random...life is random.  The second dominating lie, truth is relative.  A third dominating lie is that people are basically good. A fourth lie that dominates our culture is that everyone can change his own life.  And the fifth and dominating lie is the goal of life is self-satisfaction.”  
 C.S. Lewis was writing in his book, The Problem of Pain and he wrote this, “The lost enjoy forever the horrible freedom they have demanded and are therefore self-enslaved.”  God will abandon sinners to their own choices and the consequences of those choices.  And just what is this abandoning act on God’s part, it is the removal of restraining grace.  It is when God lets go and turns a society over to its own sinful freedoms and the results of those freedoms.  No scripture more directly confronts this abandonment and its consequences than Romans 1 does.  Here is the most graphic and the most comprehensive discussion of what it means to be abandoned by God and it is the best passage that I know of to explain the moral chaos and the confusion that we experience in our own nation at this very time.  God’s wrath is already at work in our culture.  We’re not waiting for it, we are currently experiencing it.
Closing Thought: Habakkuk 2:4: The just shall will live by faith (when everything looks bleak around us) 
Realization in college: “The world has nothing to offer me (devastation of sin) and God’s plan for my life is best”
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