Romans 10:18-21: “Common excuses to reject the Gospel”
Review: Romans 10:9-17
1. The rhema (message) of Christ – (Mark 1:15: the kingdom is near, repent and have faith in Jesus – he is the good news – Jesus provided his perfect righteousness for us to enter the kingdom, and his perfect blood to be forgiven all our sins and reconciled to God. 
2. Sinners must hear the good news in order to be saved

3. Preachers must proclaim the good news

4. True belief comes from hearing the message of Christ
5. True Belief occurs first in the heart – God raised him from the dead, Jesus suffered for me, the Scripture is TRUE!

6. True Belief makes a public confession – confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” 

7. Not everyone has true belief

Introduction: Buzz Aldrin’s excuses for sin – says suicide, depression, and alcoholism are “genetic” 
Point of the Passage: Romans 18-21 reveals five common excuses that Israel and people today have for rejecting the gospel and Jesus Christ as LORD: (5 I’s)
1. Ignorance! – I haven’t H_____________________ the gospel

2. Incomprehensible!  – I don’t U____________________ the gospel

3. Inability! - I just can’t B_____________________ the gospel
4. Illogical! – I won’t go to hell if I R_______________________ the gospel
5. Indignation! – I won’t O___________ the gospel
1st Excuse: Ignorance! (I haven’t heard the gospel)
10:18  But I say, surely they have not heard.  On the contrary, the voice of them into all the earth also the words of them into the ends of the inhabited world.

Psalm 19:4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun,
2nd Excuse: Incomprehensible!  (I don’t understand the gospel)  

10:19 But I say surely Israel has not known.   First, Moses speaks, “I will provoke you to jealousy on the basis of not a nation of God, on the basis of a nation without understanding I will provoke you to anger.  

Deuteronomy 32:21 'They have made Me jealous with what is not God; They have provoked Me to anger with their idols. So I will make them jealous with those who are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.
3rd Excuse – Inability! (I can’t believe the gospel)
4th Excuse – Illogical! (I won’t go to hell if I reject the gospel)

10:20 But Isaiah is bold and says, “I was found in them not seeking me.  I became manifest to them not asking for me.

Isaiah 65:1  "I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 'Here am I, here am I,' To a nation which did not call on My name.  
5th Excuse – Indignation! (I won’t obey the gospel) 

10:21 But to the Israel he says, all the day I have stretched out the hands of me towards a people disobeying and speaking against me.
Isaiah 65:2   "I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts,
Conclusion/Application:
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