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Romans 3:21-31: “One Way Righteousness”
Review: Called to be Slaves & Saints (Romans 1:1-7), Actions of Saints: Thankful, Prayer, Loving, Gospel Driven (Romans 1:8-17), The wrath of God & Our Need for Righteousness: Idolatry, Indecency, and Insanity (Romans 1:18-32) - God gives sinners over to impurity (dishonored bodies), degrading passions (penalty in their bodies), and a depraved mind (worthy of death).  No excuses (Romans 2:1-16) because we are woeful hypocrites, we believe wrong hypothesis, and have wicked hearts, but God is Just, the Judge, Gracious, Righteous, and Fair.  The Greatest Deception: Religious but not saved (Romans 2:17-29) - our heritage, intellect, position, and externals won’t save us.  No such thing as a good person (Romans 3:1-20) because everyone is a liar, under the law, and liable before God.    
Righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ…
I. Has Always Been God’s P_____________________________ (3:21-23)
II. Is totally by God’s G__________________________________ (3:24-26)
III. Will Hold Men Accountable by God’s J___________________ (3:27-31)
The Righteousness of God is …
1. Apart from the Law (3:21a) Galatians 2:16-21, 3:6-12, 5:1-6, 2 Tim. 1:9
2. Revealed (manifested) in Jesus Christ (3:21b) Philippians 3:9, Titus 3:5-7
a. Witnessed/predicted by the Law and the Prophets 
3. Through Faith in Jesus Christ (3:22) Galatians 3:14-22, 5:6, 2 Timothy 1:13
4. For all who are believing (3:22-23) Galatians 3:22, Romans 10:9-13, John 3:15-16
a. No distinction between Jew & Gentile

i. All have sinned

ii. All fall short of God’s glory

5. A Gift of Grace (3:24) Ephesians 2:5-9, Acts 15:11, Romans 5:15, 6:23
a. Redemption in Christ Jesus
i. Purposed/planned by God (or publicly demonstrated)
ii. Propitiation by blood
iii. Through faith
6. A Demonstration of Justice (3:25-26) Matthew 12:18-20
a. In forbearance not punished sins previously committed
b. So he could be just/fair

c. So he could justify by faith in Jesus

7. An Elimination of Boasting (3:27) 1 Corinthians 5:6
8.  A Confirmation of God’s Fairness (3:29) Hebrews 1:8, Revelation 15:3, 16:7, 
9. A Confirmation of God’s Oneness (3:30) Mark 12:29, James 2:19
10. A Fulfillment/establishment of the Law – not nullification (3:31)Matthew 5:17
	Law
	Faith

	Complete/Perfect Fulfillment
	Apart from the Law (released from the law)

	Righteousness of Man (flawed)
	Righteousness of God (forever/eternal)

	Witnessed/predicted by the Law & Prophets
	Revealed in Jesus Christ

	What you must DO
	What Jesus has already DONE

	Focus on deeds/actions/works
	Focus on the heart: faith/repentance/belief

	What you must perform/a standard you earn
	A gift you must receive

	Jews only
	Jew & Gentiles (All Ethnicities)

	Depends all upon you (no assurance)
	Depends all on Jesus (absolute assurance)

	Release (propitiation) by blood of animals
	Release (propitiation) by blood of God the Son

	Forbearance
	Forgiveness (redemption)


Summary: 5 “solas” of the Reformation: Sola scriptura ("by Scripture alone"), Sola fide ("by faith alone"), Sola gratia ("by grace alone"), Solus Christus ("Christ alone"), Soli Deo gloria ("glory to God alone")
Romans 3:21-31

21  Nuni. de. cwri.j no,mou dikaiosu,nh qeou/ 

             Now       but     apart from          law                 righteousness           of God
pefane,rwtai marturoume,nh u`po. tou/ no,mou kai. 
     Has been revealed             being witnessed/testified        by          the            law          and
tw/n profhtw/n(  

   the               prophets
22  dikaiosu,nh de. qeou/ dia. pi,stewj VIhsou/ 

               Righteousness          but      of God   through  faith/belief/trust      of Jesus            
Cristou/ eivj pa,ntaj tou.j pisteu,ontajÅ ouv ga,r 
        Christ              into            all                of the    having faith/belief/trust       not        for    
evstin diastolh,(  

       is       difference/distinction
23  pa,ntej ga.r h[marton kai. u`sterou/ntai th/j 

                All              for               sinned            and        come late/fail to reach/attain     the 
do,xhj tou/ qeou/  

  glory           of the        God

24  dikaiou,menoi dwrea.n th/| auvtou/ ca,riti dia. 

      Being pronounced righteous  without cost (gift)   the         of his            grace           through
th/j avpolutrw,sewj th/j evn Cristw/| VIhsou/\  
   the     redemption/deliverance/release   the       in             Christ              Jesus
25  o]n proe,qeto o` qeo.j i`lasth,rion dia. Îth/jÐ 

      Which   purposed/planned  the      God     expiation/propitiation    through     the
pi,stewj evn tw/| auvtou/ ai[mati eivj e;ndeixin th/j 

       faith               in        the        of him            blood            into proof/sign/demonstration of the
dikaiosu,nhj auvtou/ dia. th.n pa,resin tw/n 
     righteousness                  of him        through    the   passing over/overlooking  the 
progegono,twn a`marthma,twn  
   happening beforehand                            sins
26  evn th/| avnoch/| tou/ qeou/( pro.j th.n e;ndeixin th/j 
        In        the     forbearance    of the        God         towards     the   proof/sign/demonstration  the
dikaiosu,nhj auvtou/ evn tw/| nu/n kairw/|( eivj to. 
        Righteousness              of him         in       the     present         time            into      the       
ei=nai auvto.n di,kaion kai. dikaiou/nta to.n evk 
   to be              him             righteous           and       pronouncing righteous    the       out of
pi,stewj VIhsou/Å  
faith/belief/trust       of Jesus

27  Pou/ ou=n h` kau,chsijÈ evxeklei,sqhÅ dia. poi,ou 
         Where?     Then     the        boasting?           It is Shut out/excluded   through      what?   
no,mouÈ tw/n e;rgwnÈ ouvci,( avlla. dia. no,mou 

     of Law?        The          of works?        No!             But          through      law of
pi,stewjÅ  

 faith/belief/trust

28  logizo,meqa ga.r dikaiou/sqai pi,stei 

We reckon/account/credit/state/       for          to declare righteous            by faith              
a;nqrwpon cwri.j e;rgwn no,mouÅ  

          a man               apart from      works/deeds      of law 
29  h' VIoudai,wn o` qeo.j mo,nonÈ ouvci. kai. evqnw/nÈ 

        Or             of Jews           the      God          alone?             No!         and   Gentiles/all ethnicities
nai. kai. evqnw/n(  

Yes indeed and  Gentiles/all ethnicities 
30  ei;per ei-j o` qeo.j o]j dikaiw,sei peritomh.n evk 

  If perhaps/since   one    the    God      who   will pronounce righteous          circumcision         out of
pi,stewj kai. avkrobusti,an dia. th/j pi,stewjÅ  

faith/belief/trust      and              uncircumcised        through      the      faith/belief/trust

31  no,mon ou=n katargou/men dia. th/j pi,stewjÈ mh. 
                Law      therefore    bring to nought/abolish   through     the       faith/belief/trust?   Not
ge,noito\ avlla. no,mon i`sta,nomenÅ

     may it be!        But/rather         law           we stand/establish
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