Romans 4:1-8:“Examples of Righteous By Faith”
Review Overall: Called to be Slaves & Saints (Romans 1:1-7), Actions of Saints: Thankful, Prayer, Loving, Gospel Driven (Romans 1:8-17), The wrath of God & Our Need for Righteousness: Idolatry, Indecency, and Insanity (Romans 1:18-32) - God gives sinners over to impurity (dishonored bodies), degrading passions (penalty in their bodies), and a depraved mind (worthy of death).  No excuses (Romans 2:1-16) because we are woeful hypocrites, we believe wrong hypothesis, and have wicked hearts, but God is Just, the Judge, Gracious, Righteous, and Fair.  The Greatest Deception: Religious but not saved (Romans 2:17-29) - our heritage, intellect, position, and externals won’t save us.  No such thing as a good person (Romans 3:1-20) because everyone is a liar, under the law, and liable before God.    There is only one way to righteousness (Romans 3:21-26) through faith in Jesus Christ because it has always been God’s plan, it totally by God’s grace, and ultimately a demonstration of God’s justice. There are three conclusions about righteousness through faith (Romans 3:27-31): No boasting, God is One, and the law stands.  
Introduction:  
Outline of Chapter 4: In chapter 4 Paul is going to give examples and explanations of the three conclusions of Romans 3:27-31 (no boasting, God is one, the law stands).  In 4:1-8 Paul uses the examples of Abraham and David to explain why there is no boasting when justified by God’s righteousness through faith.  In 4:9-24, Paul backs up the oneness of God over Jew and Gentile by explaining that God’s righteousness is available to all – the circumcised and uncircumcised can be credited righteousness through faith.  4:25 explains how the law stands and is established – Jesus was delivered over because of our transgressions and he was raised because of our justification.  
Summary of Chapter 4: The outline of Chapter four follows the conclusions of Chapter 3, but is also divided and summarized by a series of questions.  These Questions form the basis for Paul’s Examples and Explanations of Righteousness by Faith
Question 1 in 4:1: How was Abraham found (justified)?

Question 2 in 4:9: Is this blessing (righteousness by faith) for everyone? Just the circumcised or on the uncircumcised also?  
Question 3 in 4:10: How then was it (righteousness by faith) be credited (past and future)?  

Paul is continuing his dialogue style, asking questions that he answers with Scripture and then explains.  The first question Paul answers in Chapter 4 is How was Abraham found (4:1)?  The answer is he was found justified by faith, he was found not boasting of his works, and he was found uncircumcised when he was justified.  The second question is – Is this blessing available to everyone – the circumcised only or on the uncircumcised also (4:9)?   The blessing is for everyone because righteousness was credited to Abraham while he was still uncircumcised. The blessing is available to everyone because God’s promise was given not only to Abraham but also to his descendents (not physical descendents but descendents by having faith)– and not by law (because the Mosaic Law had not even be revealed/established yet) but by righteousness of faith.  The blessing is available to everyone because if just available to Jews under the law, than faith as a means to righteousness is void and God’s promise to Abraham would be nullified.  The blessing is available to everyone because God’s righteousness is in accordance with grace not law and wrath and Abrahams decendants are not only Jews under law but everyone who is of the faith of Abraham – so in this way Abraham is the father of all true believers. The blessing is available to everyone because just like God miraculously gives life and calls into being that which doesn’t exist – he can do so with everyone he chooses.   This is why the promise was not just for Abraham’s sake, but for“our sake” also – everyone who believes in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.   The blessing is available to everyone believing because Jesus was delivered over because of OUR transgressions and was raised because of OUR justification.  
This week: Two examples of Righteousness by Faith: Abraham (4:1-6) and David (4:7-8), who both were justified and declared righteous by faith and therefore had no place for boasting (4:1-8)
I. The example of Abraham (4:1-5)
a. Abraham was the forefather of the Jews.  We know Paul is primarily addressing Jews – because he says “our forefather according to the flesh.”  
b. Abraham could boast IF he was justified by works 

c. Abraham could not boast before God BECAUSE the Scripture says He was justified by faith.  

i. Genesis 15:6

1. He Believe God by Faith

2. He was credited (given) righteousness by God

d. If by works – wages not a favor but owed
e. If not by works – a gift by believing/trusting by faith in the one who justifies the ungodly (undeserving) 
II. The example of David (4:6-8)
a. Psalm 32:1-2
Conclusion: 
Romans 4:1-8
1 Ti, ou=n evrou/men eu`rhke,nai VAbraa.m to.n 
    What?     then      we will speak/say    to find out (about)          Abraham           the
propa,tora h`mw/n kata. sa,rkaÈ  

 ancestor/forefather         of us      according to     flesh
What then will we say to be found (about) Abraham the ancestor of us according to flesh?
2  eiv ga.r VAbraa.m evx e;rgwn evdikaiw,qh( e;cei 
      If         for             Abraham         out      of works    was pronounced righteous     he has
kau,chma( avllV ouv pro.j qeo,nÅ  

a boast/grounds for boasting       but        not   towards/before   God
For if Abraham out of works was pronounced righteous he has a boast.
3  ti, ga.r h` grafh. le,geiÈ evpi,steusen de. VAbraa.m 
     What?   For      the    Scriptures         say                      had faith            but           Abraham
tw/| qew/| kai. evlogi,sqh auvtw/| eivj dikaiosu,nhnÅ  
 the         God       and    accounted/reckoned      him         into            righteousness
But not before God.  For what (do) the Scripture say? “But Abraham had faith (in) the God and it reckoned him into righteousness.”
4  tw/| de. evrgazome,nw| o` misqo.j ouv logi,zetai 
       The    but    one working for himself  the  wages/reward   not    accounted/reckoned
kata. ca,rin avlla. kata. ovfei,lhma(  

according to   grace           but       according to    debt/that which is owed.
But the one working for himself the reward, it (Scripture) reckoned not according to grace but according to debt.
5  tw/| de. mh. evrgazome,nw| pisteu,onti de. evpi. to.n 
        The   but      not    one working for himself          having faith          then  on the basis of     the 
dikaiou/nta to.n avsebh/ logi,zetai h` pi,stij auvtou/ 
       righteousness            the         ungodly              reckons             the       faith              of him
eivj dikaiosu,nhn\  
 into               righteousness
But the one not working for himself (as) having faith, then on the basis of the righteousness (Scripture) reckons the ungodly by the faith of him into righteousness. 
6  kaqa,per kai. Daui.d le,gei to.n makarismo.n tou/ 
            Just as             also             David          says           the           declared blessed           of the
avnqrw,pou w-| o` qeo.j logi,zetai dikaiosu,nhn 
          man                whom the      God    reckons for himself               righteous
cwri.j e;rgwn\  
 apart from         works
Just as also David says, “The declared blessed one (is) of the man whom the God reckons for himself righteous apart from works.”
7  maka,rioi w-n avfe,qhsan ai` avnomi,ai kai. w-n 
           Blessed              who  were let go/forgiven     the       lawlessness        and       who
evpekalu,fqhsan ai` a`marti,ai\  
           were covered                   the             sins
Blessed (are they) who were released (forgiven) the lawlessness and who were covered over (pardoned) the sins.  
8  maka,rioj avnh.r ou- ouv mh. logi,shtai ku,rioj 
               Blessed             man          who   not       not  might have reckoned unto himself          Lord
a`marti,anÅ
        sin
Blessed the man who (the) Lord might NOT have reckoned to himself - sin.  
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