Romans 6:15-23 “Slaves to Righteousness”
Review: Romans 1:1-7: Called to be Slaves & Saints, Romans 1:8-17: Actions of Saints: Thankful, Prayer, Loving, Gospel Driven Romans 1:18-32: The wrath of God & Our Need for Righteousness: Idolatry, Indecency, and Insanity - God gives sinners over to impurity (dishonored bodies), degrading passions (penalty in their bodies), and a depraved mind (worthy of death).  Romans 2:1-16: No excuses because we are woeful hypocrites, we believe wrong hypothesis, and have wicked hearts, but God is Just, the Judge, Gracious, Righteous, and Fair.  Romans 2:17-29: The Greatest Deception: Religious but not saved - our heritage, intellect, position, and externals won’t save us.  Romans 3:1-20: No such thing as a good person because everyone is a liar, under the law, and liable before God.    Romans 3:21-26: One way to righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ because it has always been God’s plan, it totally by God’s grace, and ultimately a demonstration of God’s justice. Romans 3:27-31: There are three conclusions about righteousness through faith No boasting, God is One, and the law stands. Romans 4:1-8: Examples of Righteous by Faith - Abraham and David were saved by faith and had no place to boast.  Romans 4:9-25: God’s righteousness is available to all but applied only to those who have faith because the blessing of salvation is not based on man’s performance (deeds like circumcision) but on God’s promises (to Abraham & us) and power (to declare us righteous by delivering Jesus over to death and from the grave).                  Romans 5:1-11: Results of Faith in Jesus Christ – Justification, Reconciliation, and Exultation.  Romans 5:12-21: Understanding Imputation – imputation of sin and righteousness alike in that transferred through one man, before the law, by one act, to many/all - but different in that one a transgression vs. one a free gift, one brings death vs. grace, one condemnation vs. justification, one death vs. life, one transgression vs. righteousness, one makes sinners vs. righteous, and one death reigns vs. righteousness to eternal life.  Romans 6:1-14: True believers cannot go on sinning and taking advantage of grace because they have died to sin (baptized into Christ’s death) and are alive to God to live for God (raised with Christ’s resurrection). 

Point of the Passage: 
Hinge: Romans 5:14 (What does it mean to not be under law but under grace?) 

Romans 3:31, Matthew 5:17-19, Romans 7:12, 1 Timothy 1:8
True Slaves of Righteousness…
I. Shall not go on S____________ (1 John 2:1-6, 3:3-10, 5:18, 2 Cor. 5:15-17, 2 Tim. 2:19, Matt. 7:22)
a. They sin but not in an unbroken pattern

b. They sin but not to take advantage of grace
II. Present themselves as slaves of O_______________ (Romans 5:13 – Christ is the head of our body)
a. The result/product of their life is righteousness

III. Are obedient to Christ from the H___________________
a. Sincere  (1 Thess. 2:13)
b. Conformed – form of teaching (mold for craftsmen to pour molten medal)
c. Committed
IV. Slaves to R_____________ (New Master is Jesus – why He must be “Lord” owner of slaves Rom. 10:9-13)
a. Still weak in the flesh (Romans 7), but presenting their members as slaves to righteousness

b. The result is sanctification (set apartness, Christ-likeness, holiness)

V. R_________________ their old slavery (never return) (Eph. 4:22-25)
a. Righteousness was absent

b. Sin had not lasting benefit – the outcome was death 
c. They are ashamed (not proud) of their old life
VI. Celebrate their new F____________________ (2 Cor. 9:8)
a. Slaves to God

b. Benefits

i. Sanctification (1 Cor. 1:30, 1 Thess. 4:3-7, 2 Thess. 2:13, 1 Tim 2:15, 1 Peter 1:2)
ii. Eternal Life (Hebrews 12:14)
Conclusion: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
“Spiritual death is a paycheck for every man’s sin’s slavery to sin; and eternal life is a free gift God gives undeserving sinners who believe in His Son.”
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