Introduction: 
Point of the Passage: 
9:19 "Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?"
1. Careful how you talk to God, especially how you communicate your questions to God (always with reverence/honor and never to blame). 

· Job

· David

2. Careful of questions that assume we are good/without fault or that God is bad/unfairly finds fault.  

· Why does God harden hearts?

3. Careful of questions that assume God’s wills, desires, decrees, or promotes evil and is not totally good and perfectly righteous.  
· Islam (strict determinism)

· Acts 2:23, John 17:12, 2 Thessalonians 2:3 
· 2 Cor. 3:16, 1 Timothy 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9    
4. Be careful in your thinking about God – thinking you know better than God or more than God.  
· Can your justice/fairness exceed that of God from whom you received everything – including your ability to discern what is just and fair?
9:20  “who are you, O man, who answers back to God?”
5. Careful of thinking that elevates yourself into the position of God and does not rightly and humbly remember we are but mere men.
· Who is God?
· What is man?

· Honorable vs. Common vessels

6. Careful in your thinking that God is unfair or made a mistake in his creation and placement of you (country, parents, wealth, looks, gifts, purpose, etc.)
9:21 “Or does not the potter have authority over the clay?”
7. Careful in your thinking that denies that God is not the rightful owner in charge of you and having authority over everything (including every detail of your life).
· Illustration: God’s time/purpose vs. our time/purpose

8. Careful in your thinking that God owes it to you to make you famous, uniquely valuable, or special above everyone else.  

· Pride in America, churches, pastors
· Honorable vessel

· Common vessel
9. Careful of believing that God is only a God of mercy and not a God of wrath/justice
9:22 “God is willing (active participle) to judge (Romans 1:18)… but endured with much patience”
10. Careful to not forget all the chances, mercy, opportunities God gives people to repent (much forbearance) even to those that God knows ultimately will not believe/are prepared for destruction. 
· Endured (fe,rw phero: to bear, carry, bring forth)
· Patience (makroqumi,a makrothumia: patience, long-suffering)
9:23 “riches of His glory… vessels of mercy prepared beforehand into glory”
11. Careful to worship and praise the Lord for his wealth/riches of his glory by having mercy on us – vessels of mercy – which he prepared/molded into glory.
9:24 Conclusion: “God has call us, not only out of Jews, but also out of Gentiles.”
12. Careful as Gentiles to worship and praise the Lord for including the Gentiles into His plan of salvation out of sheer grace

Romans 9:19-24: God the potter’s incredible mercy, forbearance, and patience
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