

CONDEMNATION (Romans 1:18–3:20)
I. You must admit that you are a Sinner with a depraved heart (unrighteous & ungodly), 
without excuse, and in need of a Savior for salvation 
A. Foolish Heart (1:18-21)
1. Suppresses the Truth

2. Without Excuse 



3. Object of God’s Wrath
4. Refuse to worship God

5. Refuse to be thankful

B. Darkened Heart (1:21-23)

1. Futile speculations


2. Profess to be wise


3. Worship the creation rather than the creator

C. Lustful Heart (1:24-28)

1. Indulge in every kind of impurity/indecency

2. Degradation of their bodies



a. Unnatural relations (homosexuality)


3. Do not acknowledge God

D. Depraved Heart/Mind (1:28-32)


1. Practice evil - unrighteousness, wickedness, and improper deeds


2. Invent evil



3. Endorse evil

E. Stubborn & Unrepentant Heart (2:1-13)
1. You are without excuse

2. You will fairly bear the judgment of God

3. You will not escape the judgment of God

4. You are storing up wrath (tribulation & distress) for yourself

F. Accusing Heart (2:14-28)


1. God’s law is written on your heart

2. Your conscience bears witness


3. Secrets/Hypocrisy of men will be exposed and judged
G. Spiritual Heart - Circumcised heart (2:29-3:20)


1. By the Spirit


2. From God (faithful, righteous)


3. Not from man (liar, unrighteous)



a. No one righteous



b. No one wise (understands)



c. No one who seeks God




e. No one good




f.  No fear of God



4. Not from the law

a. Every mouth closed

b. Everyone held accountable to God

c. Everyone knowledgeable and aware of sin (without excuse)
JUSTIFICATION (Romans 3:21–5:21)
II. You must receive a new Spiritual Heart by faith – it is not earned or achieved by good deeds
A. Predicted/Proclaimed/Witnessed by the Law & Prophets (3:21 - Jeremiah 31)

B. Available for all who believe (3:22-24)

C. Achieved by Jesus Christ (3:25)


1. By his blood and righteousness

D. Received through faith (3:25)
E. Results in Justification (3:24-26)


1. Gift of God’s grace (undeserved favor of God that cannot be earned)



2. Redemption avpolu,trwsij apolutrosis “a release effected by payment of ransom”


3. Satisfies God’s perfect justice/forbearance of sins left unpunished
F. Excludes Boasting (3:27-30)


1. Not by law of works



2. By law of faith



3. For everyone (Jew & Gentile)

G. Establishes the law - provides power to actually obey it (3:31)
H. Exemplified in the Old Testament (4:1-25)


1. Abraham – believed God by faith



a. Resulted in undeserved Forgiveness

b. Resulted in imputed Righteousness
I. Produces spiritual qualities (5:1-5)


1. Peace with God



2. Dependable Grace



3. Hope of God’s glory


4. Boasting/Perseverance in Trials



5. Proven Character


6. Love of God in our hearts through the Holy Spirit
J. Reminds us of our condition without God and His amazing grace (5:6-8)


1. Helpless



2. Ungodly



3. Sinners for whom Christ died

K. Instructs us of how our justification was accomplished (5:9-11)


1. By Jesus’ Blood




a. Saves us from God’s wrath



2. By Jesus’ Death




a. Reconciled us to God


3. By Jesus’ Life

a. Saved (sw|,zw sozo “to save” from sw/j sos (safe, well) uses (bring safely, cured, ensure salvation, preserved)
L. Instructs us how sin and death entered and spread throughout the world (5:12-14)


1. Started with One Man (Adam)


2. Continued with all men (all sinned)


3. Reigned unhindered before the law (Moses)
M. Instructs us how Adam & Jesus, Condemnation & Justification are similar & different (5:14-21)


1. Similar

a. Adam was a type (symbol/example/pattern) of Jesus (tu,poj tupos “the mark” (of a blow), an impression, stamp (made by a die) example, form, image, imprint, model, pattern, type.
b. Transgression and Grace abound to many/all
c. Death reigns because of one (Adam) as abundance of grace and gift of righteousness reign because of one (Jesus Christ)

d. Through one transgression/disobedience = condemnation of all and many made sinners and one act of righteousness/obedience = justification to all and many made righteous
e. Sin reigns in death as grace reigns in righteousness to eternal life


2. Different

a. Transgression results in condemnation and death, but grace results in justification and life
b. Judgment came from one sin/sinner (Adam), but justification came as a free gift

c. Sin increased with the law, but grace increased even more
SANCTIFICATION (Romans 6:1–8:39)
III. You must live by the Spirit
A. Realize all that the Spirit can do in and through you and that He never ever fails (6:1-23)


1. The Spirit helps us die to sin



a. No longer slaves to sin



2. The Spirit gives us newness of life




a. We are united with Christ towards his likeness


3. The Spirit guarantees our resurrection to eternal life



a. Death no longer has mastery over us



4. The Spirit empowers us to be slaves to righteousness



a. The life we live – we live for God




b. We consider ourselves dead to sin but alive to God




c. We do not let sin reign
i. Cannot “go on presenting the members” of our body to sin as instruments of sin




d. We use our bodies as instruments of righteousness




e. Sin will not be a master over us (under grace not law)




f. Cannot take advantage of grace (sin so that grace abounds)



g. We are obedient from the heart resulting in righteousness



h. We present ourselves to God as slaves to righteousness
5. The Spirit produces a greater and greater sanctification (holiness, Christ-likeness, set apart, consecrated to the Lord)


a. The final result/destination of sanctification is eternal life



b. Sanctification resulting in eternal life is a gift of God
B. Realize all that you cannot do by our constant failures that remind us that our complete dependence should be on the Spirit to “struggle well” against the flesh (7:1-23)
1. Realize the impossibility of obeying the law and pleasing God by yourself with your own power

2. Realize we have been joined with Christ so that we might bear fruit for God

3. Realize that we have been released from the law


a. Enables us to serve in “newness of the Spirit” (Love vs. Letter/obligation)

4. Realize that the Law is not to blame because it is good, righteous, holy, spiritual, and the cause for life


a. Brings knowledge/awareness/exposure of sin so that it will be overcome


b. Results in life or death

5. Realize that Sin is to blame because it deceives, kills, and is the cause for death

6. Realize that we are sinful, fleshly, and wretched


a. We don’t understand



i. Why we don’t practice what we want to do




ii. Why we do the things we hate




iii. Why it is not me doing it, but the sin that dwells in me


b. Nothing good dwells in our flesh



i. Our flesh desires evil




ii. Our flesh does not desire doing good



iii. Our flesh practices the opposite of what our spirit desires


c. Evil is still present in my flesh even though …



i. My spirit wants to do good




ii. My spirit (inner man) joyfully concurs with law of God


d. Our flesh/body is still a prisoner to the law of sin




i. The flesh wages war against my mind/spirit

7. Realize that only Jesus Christ our Lord will set our fleshly bodies free from the bondage of death
C. Realize we need to constantly celebrate and be thankful to God through Jesus Christ our Lord for the coming liberation from our bodies of death (7:24-25)

1. In our mind/spirit we serve the law of God


2. In my flesh we serve the law of sin


D. Realize all that you are by God’s grace (8:1-8:34)
1. You are F__________________ (8:1-4) - from all your sins (past, present, and future)
No Condemnation! kata,krima katakrima (penalty)
a. Set Free from the penalty/punishment/power of sin and death (and in the future the presence of sin)
b. The requirement of the law fulfilled in us
2. You are E__________________ (8:4-8) – to walk by the Spirit instead of the flesh 



a. Living (Walk) peripate,w peripateo “to walk” Means behave, conduct yourself




i. Not walking in the Flesh





ii. Walking in the Spirit

b. Thinking (Mind) 




i. Flesh

- Death





- Hostile to God






*insubmissive to the law of God
*inability to obey






*impossibility to please God




ii. Spirit

- Life

- Peace

3. You are I____________________ (8:9-13) “You are not in the flesh but in the Spirit”
oivke,w oikeo Meaning: to inhabit, to dwell



a. Marked as belonging to God



b. Body is dead because of sin but spirit is alive because of righteousness

b. Guarantee/Promise of Life/resurrection
c. Under obligation (Slaves to righteousness)

i.  Process of “putting to death the deeds of the body” 

ii. No longer slaves to sin/death but to Righteousness/life

iii. No longer “living according to the flesh”
4. You are A_____________________ (8:14-23)

a. Led by the Spirit of God


b. Not led by a spirit of slavery

i. Leads to fear

c. Led by a spirit of Adoption

i. Leads to calling Him “Abba! Father!” This Syriac or Chaldee word is found three times in the New Testament  Mr 14:36 Ro 8:15 Ga 4:6 and in each case is followed by its Greek equivalent, which is translated "father." It is a term expressing warm affection and filial confidence. 



d. Called children of God (John 1:12)

i. The Holy Spirit testifies with our spirit 




ii. Heirs with Jesus of both his sufferings and glory






-Incomparable glory

e. Longing for freedom and glory

i. Creation groans, waits, and hopes

-Subjected to futility/slavery to corruption


-Pains of childbirth





ii. Believers groan, wait, and hope with eagerness & perseverance





-Redemption of our bodies
5. You are S_____________ by God (8:24– 34) and therefore have H__________ Prayed for, Protected, Predestined, and Preserved by God’s unthwartable Purpose

a. The Holy Spirit knows our weaknesses


b. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words



i. Searches hearts and knows the mind/spirit

ii. In accordance with God’s will

c. God causes all things to work together for good

i. For those that love God

ii. For those called according to his purpose
iii. God foreknows believers
-God has predestined us to be conformed to the likeness of His Son

-God has called us

-God has justified us
-God has glorified us






*God is for us (so who can be against us?)





iv. God delivered his Son over to death for us all





v. God freely gives us all things




vi. God justifies




d. Jesus will not bring a charge against God’s elect





i. He is the one who condemns





ii. He is the one who died





iii. He is the one who was raised





iv. He is the one who is at the right hand of God





v. He also in addition to the Spirit intercedes for us
E. Realize the final victory that you have in God and become fully convinced that you are Loved, Safe, and Eternally Secure (8:35-39)

1. Nothing can separate us from the love of God/Christ

2. In all things we overwhelmingly conqueror (We are More Than Conquerors)

RESTORATION: Israel’s Rejection and Reception of God’s Righteousness (9:1–11:36)

APPLICATION: The Practice of God’s Righteousness (12:1–15:13)
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