The Significance of Daniel 7:13
One of the most important statements in Old Testament prophecy concerns terms and concepts contained in Daniel 7:13; namely, the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven.   The relevant text of the NASB is:

“I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man 
was coming …”

Who was the “Son of Man” that Daniel saw in this vision?  The expression “One like a Son of Man” indicates the person in the vision was a human being; however, the fact that this individual was coming in the clouds of heaven forces us to conclude that this individual was not merely a human being. 

Let me explain: There are two significant Old Testament texts which dictate that only God Himself comes in the clouds of heaven (Psalm 104:3, Isaiah 19:1).  For this reason most expositors, and perhaps more importantly, the majority of ancient Jewish Rabbis believed that this “Son of Man” was none other than the coming Messiah because only absolute deity could come in the clouds of heaven.
Jesus often referred to Himself as the Son of Man.  Some of the references are routine, but there are a few important instances in the New Testament where Jesus claimed that He was the Son of Man who would fulfill the vision of Daniel 7:13.
The three independent passages in the NT which quote from Daniel 7:13 are Matt. 24:30, Matt. 26:64 (parallel passages in Mark & Luke) and Revelation 1:7.  Let’s briefly look at each.

Matthew 24:30

“and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.”

One of the features of the NASB translation that is helpful concerns the capitalization of OT quotations.  The part of Matthew that is capitalized is from the Septuagint (Greek translation of OT that many NT writers quoted from).  This passage from the Olivet Discourse is one of the most important passages for eschatology in the New Testament.  It was spoken by Jesus Himself.  It should be noted that the Greek word translated “sky” here is the same word translated “heaven” in the Daniel passage (see end notes).

Jesus also publically declared to the High Priest Caiaphas in Matthew 26 that He was the person who would fulfill the Daniel prophecy.

Matthew 26:64

63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, "I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God." 

64 Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you shall see the SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN."

The reaction of Caiaphas demonstrates conclusively that he understood what Jesus was claiming about Himself.  Don’t ever let a liberal theologian talk you into believing that “Jesus never claimed to be God.”  This is a slam dunk.

The final passage where this concept is quoted is Revelation 1:7 where John tells us that it is Jesus Christ whom He saw and whom will fulfill the passage in Daniel.

BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen.

Now comes the important part.

The basic chronology of Daniel 7 is … the destruction of the little horn in conjunction with the coming of the Son of Man followed by the receiving of the kingdom.  Note that Daniel 7 supports premillenialism, to the consternation of our post- and a-mil brothers in Christ.

If we compare this sequence with that laid out in Revelation 19-20, namely, second coming, destruction of the beast, millennial kingdom … we must conclude that the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven IS the second coming of Jesus Christ.
This is a significant exegetical result that needs to be kept in mind when we look at other eschatological passages.  The timing of “the coming in the clouds” and its position in prophetic passages dictates the chronology of events and provides specific event markers that we will encounter in our detailed study of eschatology.
One other point worth mentioning is the additional information contained in some of the NT passages examined.  If we take them all together, we find that:

1. the second coming will be visible by everyone

2. the tribes of the Earth will mourn over Him

3. those that pierced Him will see Him

One passage clearly comes to mind when we summarize all the additional information given in the passages under consideration is Zechariah 12:10.


"And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of 
supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one 
mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born.”

The prophetic section of Zechariah that runs from chapter 12 to 14 concerns the future restoration of the nation of Israel.  Notice that God will pour out on the Jews a spirit of grace and supplication resulting in mourning when the nation sees the One whom they pierced.  The mourning and weeping in this context indicates national repentance, not judgment as some expositors insist.  The point is this: the future conversion of the nation of Israel as an event will occur at the second coming of Jesus Christ and these two events are intimately related!
If any eschatological position is to maintain consistency it must include this main purpose: as a result of the second coming of Jesus Christ the nation of Israel will repent and experience national conversion.  This national conversion and restoration is mentioned in many places in the OT prophets, Psalms, and the Pentateuch.  It is also mentioned directly by Peter in his second sermon in Acts:
18 "But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ should suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 
19 "Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 
20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 
21 whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. (Act 3:1 NAS)
One final note; national conversion does not mean merely that some Jews in this present church age will be saved.  We are expecting that “all Israel will be saved.”  Any eschatological system which does not include this national restoration for Israel at the second coming, or tries to water down what this conversion entails … is not Biblical.
Textual End Notes
ἐπὶ τῶν νεφελῶν τοῦ οὐρανοῦ ὡς υἱὸς ἀνθρώπου ἤρχετο  (Dan 7:13 LXT)
τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐρχόμενον ἐπὶ τῶν νεφελῶν τοῦ οὐρανοῦ  (Mat 24:30 GNT)
τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου καθήμενον ἐκ δεξιῶν τῆς δυνάμεως καὶ ἐρχόμενον ἐπὶ
 τῶν νεφελῶν τοῦ οὐρανοῦ. (Mat 26:64 GNT)
Ἰδοὺ ἔρχεται μετὰ τῶν νεφελῶν (Rev 1:7 GNT)
