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Box 163

Synopsis of Proverbs: Instructions about wisdom

Proverbs is clear that the first step in gaining wisdom is to fear the Lord (1:7).  Wisdom must be sought after.  Proverbs 4:5 commands to “acquire wisdom! Acquire understanding!”  Wisdom must also be received from the Lord because Proverbs 2:6 states, “For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.”  Those who fear the Lord and seek his wisdom are led by the Lord in the way of wisdom and upright paths.  The famous passage 3:5-6 states this very principle.  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”

The rewards or benefits of wisdom are many.  Not only do the wise trust the Lord instead of themselves, they enjoy a protection from folly like falling for the trap of the adulterer, seeking after riches, or taking pride oneself.  Wisdom guards against the path of the adulterer, which leads to death/Sheol (5:5).  It guards from the path of fleeting riches or indulging in temporary pleasures like eating and drinking.  

Wisdom is preceded by humility (11:2), but fools quarrels even against sound wisdom (18:1).  Wisdom ultimately has great influence over our speech.  Proverbs 18:4 states, “The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; The fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook.  The Proverbs 31 women is described as opening “her mouth in wisdom, And the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.”

Some ways wisdom is attained is through correction, reproof, and discipline.  For children, correction is to be administered by the rod.  Proverbs 29:15 is a greater reminder of the folly of not spanking children.  Proverbs 29:15,17  “The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother… Correct your son, and he will give you comfort; He will also delight your soul.”

Another way of gaining wisdom is through counsel.  Proverbs 13:10 states, “Through insolence comes nothing but strife, But wisdom is with those who receive counsel.”  Wisdom actually cries out to be heard.  “Does not wisdom call, And understanding lift up her voice?  2 On top of the heights beside the way, Where the paths meet, she takes her stand;  3 Beside the gates, at the opening to the city, At the entrance of the doors, she cries out” (Proverbs 8:1-3).

Wisdom is ultimately a necessary step for salvation in that there is knowledge needed of the Holy One in order to receive salvation from the Holy One by responding to Jesus message of faith and repentance. It is absolute stupidity to reject Jesus Christ or to stay ignorant of him, his true wisdom, and his claims to be the Messiah – Holy One.  Proverbs 30:2-3  shares, “Surely I am more stupid than any man, And I do not have the understanding of a man. Neither have I learned wisdom, Nor do I have the knowledge of the Holy One.”

Wisdom from God provides strength, perseverance, and hope in the future. Proverbs 24:14-16 says,  “Know that wisdom is thus for your soul; If you find it, then there will be a future, And your hope will not be cut off…For a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again, But the wicked stumble in time of calamity.

Lastly, the value of wisdom is immeasurable.  Proverbs 16:16-18 reads, “How much better it is to get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen above silver.  The highway of the upright is to depart from evil; He who watches his way preserves his life. Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.”
