Romans 10:9-13: The Biblical Gospel
Introduction: Sad reality – most Christians cannot verbalize a precise explanation/understanding of the gospel if someone asked them life’s most important question – what exactly must I do to be saved?  Or questions about the gospel/good news of Jesus Christ - What exactly did Jesus accomplish on earth – why the incarnation, why a perfect life/righteousness, why the cross/blood, why the resurrection?   How do we know for sure we are saved if we can’t with precision explain it to others?  Everywhere he gospel is being watered down or distorted.  The typical gospel presentation explains Jesus as far as how he can make your life better here on earth, not save you from God’s coming wrath as the Bible states.  You’ve heard of the prosperity gospel – God wants you healthy, wealthy, and wise.  How different that is from Jesus words in the gospels:
Matthew 16:24-25  Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.
Mark 8:34 - 9:1  "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  35 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.  36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  37 "For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."  

Luke 9:20-26  And He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" And Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God."  21 But He warned them and instructed them not to tell this to anyone,  22 saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day."  23 And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.  24 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  25 "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  26 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

If we get one thing right, may it be the gospel, that we explain, understand, and proclaim the gospel EXACTLY as Jesus, the apostles, and the Bible proclaimed it and not in the contemporary presentations that are weak (using only humans words and not quoting Scripture), incomplete (leaving out repentance), misleading (good news is about making your life here on earth more comfortable), easy believism (reciting a prayer, walking an aisle, filling out a card will save even if no intention to change, turn from old life of sin, willingness fully surrender and serve Jesus as slave), non-Lordship (you can accept Jesus as Savior but choosing to obey/serve him as Lord is a secondary step/status after salvation). 
Outline 1: A Biblical gospel teaches or calls for:

1. Repentance – (Jesus cannot be Lord if someone hasn’t turned from their sin/self/and Satan as lord)

2. Faith – (believe, trust, and reliance on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ)

3. God’s Righteousness (God’s righteousness as achieved by the perfect life of Jesus Christ and not man’s righteousness/deeds)

4. Public confession (not private, secret prayers where there are no witnesses of one’s covenant decision to follow Christ)

5. Future Judgment (warning of God’s coming wrath on the earth and eternal shame/separation from God in Hell)
6. God’s love, mercy, and compassion (salvation is available to all – no distinction between Jew and Gentile)

7. God’s promises (salvation – “will be saved”) 

Outline 2: 

1. A marriage like covenant

2. A child-like faith

3. A life transforming commitment to follow

Outline 3: 

1. Balance between God’s sovereignty and human responsibility

2. Repentance and faith BEFORE salvation as a requirement for salvation to applied/credited

3. A full, total, and complete belief is required for salvation 

4. A public confession of faith to prove that faith is real and genuine.
5. Being religious or knowledgeable of the Bible and Jesus doesn’t mean Jesus is Lord. 
6. Full, real, complete faith and repentance is supernaturally enabled/promoted by the Lord.

7. The is a certain future hope that by appealing to Jesus one will be saved from God’s wrath.
I. A Biblical gospel teaches a balance between God’s sovereignty and human responsibility to receive the gospel by repentance and faith

10:9 IF - Conditional particle that stresses the human responsibility in salvation

Whereas chapter 9 stressed God’s sovereignty in salvation, chapter 10 stresses human responsibility in salvation.  No one smart enough to understand exactly how God’s sovereignty fits/corresponds with human responsibility in salvation (like Trinity or Jesus’ being fully God/man at the same time – it’s a mystery – and we get in trouble when we stress one side over the other so that we ignore or misinterpret Scripture that stresses both)

We stress both God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility – one way to balance is to acknowledge that God’s sovereignty/election/planning of salvation comes first (before the foundation of the world) so that man would have nothing to choose or respond to if God had not made salvation available in the first place.  Also important to recognize that that it is out of God’s sovereignty/by God’s choice that man’s ability to choose even exists.  God choose or decreed that salvation would be made available to all because His son’s death is certainly enough to atone for the sins of the whole world, but that He also has chosen/decreed that salvation would only be applied/credited to those who repent from sin, believe by faith, and ask Jesus to be Savior and Lord.  
So we see that IF one confesses Christ as Lord (sovereign over all, personal master, owner, boss) – will be saved (from God’s coming wrath).  But the IF indicates that the opposite is true – a person who rejects Jesus as Lord will not be saved from God’s coming wrath and will be damned – spend eternity separated from God in hell.  

Contrast seen in:

Daniel 12:2

Mathew 25:46

John 5:28-29

Revelation 21:6-8

Illustration: Bridge illustration, John 5:24, which side best describes you (man’s side/hell or God’s side/heaven) 
CONFESS – (homologeo) same/speak – speak the same as that which is true – Jesus is Lord/the sovereign master who owns and controls everything.  This confession simply acknowledges what is true.   So this word confess means to affirm, agree, acknowledge, expressing faith, identification, confidence and trust.  

JMAC definition of confess (Page 222 - Gospel According to Jesus) 

WITH YOUR MOUTH – verbally, out loud, Public confession (marriage like covenant) 

1 John 4:15

1 Timothy 6:12 (Timothy’s salvation experience, saved in Derby by Paul’s ministry, many witnesses) 

1 Corinthians 12:3 (enabled/prompted by the Holy Spirit) Context: Early church congregational worship – if someone wanted to join the church, public profession/prompted by the Holy Spirit
Matthew 10:32-33 – we understand what it means to confess by seeing what it means for Jesus to confess us (“He belongs to me” said to God the father) so must mean (“I belong to you” we say to him)

Peter’s public confession “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” Mt. 16:16, Mk 8:29, Lk 9:20

Illustration: Russian church practice, invite people to become disciples and receive Christ by public confession – come to front of church in front of witnesses and say “I repent” “Jesus is Lord”   Contrast w/ typical American practice of “every head bowed/no one looking around/ silently/privately ask Jesus into your heart/never tell anyone/private and personal commitment/ok to be baptized years later or not at all.

Public confession – tied to believer’s baptism “I am a Christian!” Mark 8:38 If ashamed of Christ before men – not saved.

Church history reveals that the early church did not accept anyone into the church without public confession/baptism - we should follow this practice.  

JESUS IS LORD – (kurios – owner of slaves, one having power, ownership, command, rule, absolute power over subjects/slaves) JMAC definition pg 25-26 

Slavery offensive – modern translations replace slave with servant even though different Greek words for servant, doulos used 130 x in NT to stress absolute commitment/surrender/obedience to Jesus as our sovereign lord/master (despot). Jesus does take 2nd/3rd place only #1 as his name/position/power/ and authority demand. 

Literal interlinear reading: That if you might confess in the mouth of you, “Lord Jesus,” and you might believe in the heart of you that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Lordship demands/assumes repentance.  You can’t acknowledge/serve Jesus as Lord and be  Jesus slave without first turning from serving Satan/yourself/and sin as lord/the master controlling/calling the shots/determining the direction of your life – who and what you are living for.  

A lot of people have made an empty confession, merely saying the words “Jesus is Lord” but not truly believing or being willing to turn from their sin to serve/dedicate their lives to serving Jesus as a slave.  Why we read James 2:19 in call to worship – even the Demons “believe” (they have the knowledge that Jesus is Lord but obviously have not repented or willing to serve/obey Jesus as Lord.
Illustration: No silent weddings – preacher saying to bride and groom to say vows to one another in their heart and not out loud.  No weddings do bridge/groom make vows to “belong/serve another” and then walk out separate doors of the church and never see each other, serve each other, etc.  Sadly many so called Christians say they “belong to Christ” and have said the “sinners prayer” but have walked the opposite the door, never following Christ, worshipping Christ (church), talking to Christ (prayer), listening to the Lord (Word), or proclaiming Christ (witnessing), or pleasing Christ (obedience to all of his commands).  They have a worse deception – being religious but not saved as their life reveals they are not slaves of Christ.  This was the case with the Pharisees – who gave Jesus lip service but whose hearts were far from him (Matthew 15:8/Mark 7:6)

BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART 

1. Believe the truth/facts about Jesus (his life, death, resurrection)

a. Specifically that God raised him from the dead 
b. 1 Cor. 15 – if don’t believe the resurrection – faith is in vain

1. Resurrection proved Jesus was LORD OF All (the Son of God/Son of Man) - ties to 10: 6-7 what Jesus accomplished – ascending to heaven (making atonement in heavenly temple) and descending to Abyss (bearing wrath/freeing captives by overpowering demons) 
a. Only THE Lord can make Atonement/payment accepted by God

b. Only THE Lord overcomes and has victory/power over death 
c. Only THE Lord can descend to (Paradise/Sheol) and proclaim victory/lordship over Satan/demons and free captives from death.  
Do you believe Jesus is Lord – by believing Jesus is more powerful than death, more powerful than your sin, more powerful than Satan?  Believing in his resurrection – acknowledges (speaks the same) as that which is truth – Jesus is Lord over EVERYTHING – sin, death, Satan, etc. 

Why belief in the resurrection so important: involves
1. Faith in Jesus perfection – only perfect righteousness can overcome/not be held in death

Acts 2:24  24 "But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.

2. Correct identification of Jesus – Jesus is God – only God has power over death

3. Completion of salvation – the price was paid, sins atoned for, God’s justice satisfied, He accepts Jesus payment as “paid in full” so that HE raises him from the dead, accepts him into heaven, seats him at the right hand. 

4. Hope/certainty  God will do the same for us – if Jesus had our sins on Him and he is raised, they are not on us and we too shall be raised by his righteousness by God when we die.  

YOU WILL BE SAVED – what a great promise, hope, certainty – why perfect love drives out fear (of death, etc.)  None of God’s promises fail.

Salvation contingent on belief (why not a Calvinist – who say you are saved/regenerated and then you repent and believe).  This passage and many others say clearly you must repent and believe by faith BEFORE being saved.  

Why word “confess” is subjunctive in Christ (literally – might confess) and “be saved” is future tense.  Salvation contingent on believing/confessing Jesus as Lord.  Now we emphasize that repentance and faith are enabled by God (Scripture says God leads us towards repentance or grants faith) God doesn’t force people to love him, believe in him, or do the repenting/believing for them – love must be freely chosen even though as a lover God draws and woos us towards him.  

II. A biblical gospel teaches that God has ordained that repentance and faith are required in order for salvation to be applied and credited and so repentance and faith comes BEFORE salvation/regeneration. 
This brings up a theological concept called “Ordis solutus” latin term for “order of salvation”
Calvinist says You are born again/regenerated and then you repent and believe.  I have not found one verse in Scripture to support this view, but have found many that say the exact opposite: Consider: 

John 1:12

Ephesians 1:13

Acts 16:31

Romans 10:9-10

While our church and theology is definitely reformed/Calvinistic in many ways – we must not accept the infant baptism, covenant theology that denies there is a future for Israel, or the extremes of hyper Calvinism that downplays man’s responsibility and response to repent and believe.  If I told you could be saved/born again without repentance and faith and that God will do that for you – that is a false gospel, and I believe strong Calvinism sends a terrible message to unbelievers by saying they have no ability to decide their eternity destiny, that they might be elected/doomed to hell to glorify God’s justice, and that they can’t repent and believe but rather need to just “wait and see” if God saves/regenerates them and someday they will just find themselves repenting and believing AFTER they are saved.  This is a false gospel – this passage says their hope for every man and that ALL who confess, believe, and call on Jesus as Lord, can and will be saved.  

Look at the proof in 

10:10 

NASB – says belief results in righteousness and confession results in salvation
Literally from the Greek: 
For the heart believes into righteousness, but the mouth confesses into salvation.

This clear that belief and confession must come BEFORE salvation and that righteousness or justification comes AFTER repentance and faith. 

We learn from this verse not only order of salvation – but that belief must be full/total.  Full and total belief and commitment is only possible as enabled/granted by God through the Holy Spirit (Jesus on full/total belief/commitment – Matthew 19:26  "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."

III. A Biblical gospel teaches that Salvation is contingent on a full, total, and complete belief/faith
Heart – Hebrew word levab –more than important body part – represented  “totality of ones being” 

Deuteronomy 4:29  "But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.

Deuteronomy 6:5  "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
Matthew 22:37  Greatest Commandment –"'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'

Acts 8:37 Philip to the Ethiopian in when he believed and requested baptism.  “And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

IV. A biblical gospel teaches a full, total, complete and real belief in the heart will always be reflected or proven by a confession of the mouth.

 Heart and mouth are synonymous  and go together: You cannot have real belief if someone is unwilling to confess with their mouth
Righteousness and salvation are synonymous and go together – you cannot have salvation unless you have received/been imputed with Christ’s perfect righteousness. 

Paul is no doubt emphasizing again his overall message in Romans that

1. Salvation is not by humans works but by Christ work/perfect righteousness or “God’s righteousness”

2. Salvation is received/credited by faith

3. Salvation is not applied to those who are merely Jewish or religious – but only have intellectual belief/knowledge (demons James 2:19)  but only giving lip service to God (Pharisees – Matthew 7:22-23, 15:8, Mark 7:6
The words “confess” and believe” in 10:9 are active verbs.  Most other uses of repentance and faith in the NT are active forms – meaning the person is doing the action not just receiving the action from God (in which case they would be passive forms).  Paul is clearly by inspiration stressing the human part/contingency in salvation by using what are called “active” verb forms meaning the person is doing the action (vs passive forms where the person receives the action).  Yes,  God provides and enables and grants repentance and faith but with human consent, agreement, and participation.  This is why I believe in monergism in salvation “all of God in as far as the planning/providing salvation but some/limited “synergism” (human part cooperation in salvation) as far as the receiving/crediting/application of salvation.  
There is a balance however that confession and belief are not only a human choice (as no one would repent and believe on their own apart from God’s drawing, illumination, and enablement) While the verbs are active in 10:9 showing human cooperation, the verb forms are passive in 10:10 – showing the human heart is receiving the action/ability to believe by God and the human mind as prompted by God.  Also the human mouth is receiving the action to confess from God and the human heart when drawn and illumined by God and thus the mouth confesses or calls on Jesus to be their Lord.  This is like a parent or counselor helping someone confused “come to their senses”  On their own it wouldn’t happen (so with out God – the gospel would remain foolishness) and yet the person must still decide for themselves.

 Joshua 24:15 “choose you this day whom you will serve”

2 Timothy 2:25-26  with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,  26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.

So God calls, enables, draws, illuminates, convicts, but does not force anyone to believe or love Him and will not repent and believe for them.  Repentance and faith are still a choice that can be prompted and enabled, but just like a lover can draw and woo - Love must be freely chosen and the drawing and wooing reciprocated.  I think this is the proper balance between God’s sovereignty in salvation and human responsibility to receive it. 

10:11 

SCRIPTURE SAYS (Paul ultimately backs up and proves his points from Scripture)

WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME
This is why every biblical presentation of the gospel should warn about the coming wrath/judgment of God and the terror/fear of being put to shame if Jesus is not one’s personal Savior and Lord.  

Notice, vs 11 says whoever believes – what does it mean to truly believe so one has confidence and absolute assurance that they will not be put to shame on judgment day? 

kataiscu,nw kataischuno
Meaning: to put to shame, to disgrace, to flight (fear/scarred so you go running)
Quote from Isaiah 28:16/49:23

“disappointment” not best translation as Hebrew word in Isaiah 28:16 is vWx chush (301c)
Meaning: to hasten, make haste
This verse refers to future judgment – verb is future – the great white throne judgment in the future will certainly be a place where people will be in haste/fear/and shame when God judges them, finds them guilty/not in the book of life, and sentences them to the lake of fire
V. A biblical gospel teaches that being religious or knowledgeable of the gospel doesn’t necessarily mean Jesus is Lord and that one is saved

True belief/faith is not just knowledge/intellectual ascent:
- Demons have more knowledge than us (James 2:19) and are obviously not saved because they have never repented and certainly are unwilling to serve Jesus as Lord. 

- Pharisees had great knowledge of the Bible and were not saved because they rejected Jesus as Lord (Matthew 15:8/Mark 7:6)

- Anyone who is not born again/transformed to be a new creation in Christ/old never goes/new never comes – is not saved (homosexuals who claim to be Christians) (1 Corinthians 6:9, Galatians 5:21, Matthew 7:22-23)

Illustration: In high school part of well meaning group called Warriors for Christ, now called Dare to Share - encouraged high schoolers to share their faith and did good training that culminated in the teens going to malls and sharing the gospel.  The problem is that they urged the teens to get people to say “the prayer” right there in the mall, without explaining the cross, blood, righteousness, and without stressing repentance.  They went on to tell the people after saying the prayer never to let anyone question their salvation because they said the prayer.  This is an example of easy believism or cheap grace that demands no Lordship to Jesus Christ, no repentance to turn from sin, and often produces in people a terrible deception that one can be saved and can continue to live the same as before as a slave to sin.  I believe most of these people or “converts” like some studies of those coming to Christ at evangelistic crusades or Christian events that don’t preach repentance or the cost of following Christ are not truly saved as many never get baptized, join a church, or experience any change in their lifestyle.  (This is not to say that there are not some true conversions by a weak or incomplete gospel – Paul rejoiced if Christ/the gospel was preached at all even with false motives – Philippians 1:18)
So be careful in witnessing to urge a public profession with the mouth and not just anonymous or private expressions or non verbal expressions of faith such as walking an isle, saying a suggested prayer, signing a card.  (This is not to say that people haven’t been saved this way or by these methods, we don’t discourage a prayer to receive Christ – as we will say one must call on the name of the Lord to be saved and that certainly can and should be done by a prayer) But while we should urge people to express the belief in their heart by a prayer, we also should stress the public confession with the mouth.  So ask them to express their repentance and faith to God by a prayer – using their own words so say/express “I repent” “I believe/receive your blood and righteousness” “Be my Lord.”   But to test their commitment/belief are they willing to make a public commitment or COVENANT in the presence of witnesses at church? Then their repentance and faith should be questioned. 
This is why I believe that is why public confession of faith in the context of the local church and baptism are so vital – anyone who resists the church or baptism is probably not truly saved because if Jesus is truly their Lord/master – they will obey His commands because the Holy Spirit motivates them and empowers them to do so.  He promises to sanctify us (2 Cor. 5:15-17) and make us a new creation – if the new never comes, the old never goes – who is the liar – the Holy Spirit failing to sanctify or the person whose confession of Christ as Lord is a sham?

This is also why repentance and faith are supernatural and not just human products or decisions (avoiding the other extreme of Arminianism/ previenient grace that says God has given every man has the ability to repent and believe on their own) 
VI. Biblical faith and repentance that surrenders all is supernaturally enabled and prompted by God and impossible apart from God’s drawing, illumination, conviction, and convincing by the Holy Spirit

 John 16:8-11   8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 

Repentance and faith prompted and enabled by God as gifts of God
Romans 2:4  4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? (2 Timothy 2:25)

Acts 11:18  God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life."
Romans 10:17  17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
Why disciples when thinking perfect righteousness or full surrender was all on man – said who then can be saved – Jesus responded with man (salvation) is impossible but with God all things are possible – Matthew 19:26, Mark 10:27, Luke 18:27).

Since saving faith and true repentance are enabled by God – do you think a supernatural faith will be unwilling to make a public confession, will a supernatural faith be unwilling to be baptized?  No.  So faith and repentance while having a human element is not all up to man and cannot be produced by man alone, it must be enabled and prompted by God through His Holy Spirit – which if by the same Spirit was able to raise Christ from the death – do you think the same Spirit is not powerful enough to give people the courage to publically repent and express their faith/commitment to Christ’s Lordship.  Will not the power of the Holy Spirit produced, motivate, and gurantee that all who saved adn indwelt by God’s Spirit will EAGERLY desire and even DEMAND to be baptized like the Ethiopian?  Something is wrong when we have to push and drag people to publically confess Christ as Lord or be baptized.  Such faith or repentance is probably purely human and therefore not supernatural or salvific in nature.  

This is the faith that James calls dead in James 2 – “faith without deeds is dead” or not a real supernatural and saving faith.  

10:12

A Biblical gospel shows God fairness/no partially by making the gospel available to everyone and crediting/applying righteousness to everyone who believes. 

NO DISTINCTION JEW AND GENTILE

Quoting from Isaiah here proves that:

· Salvation has always been by faith, God’s grace, and based on the Messiah’s/Jesus’/God’s righteousness (not man’s)

· God’s plan has always been to include the Gentiles (Genesis 12:3, Hosea 2:23)

· God is fair/just/no favoritism/partiality (Acts 10:34, Romans 2:11, Eph 6:9, Galatians 2:6, Col. 3:25)
No separate gospel for Jews (works) and another/different gospel for Gentiles (faith)

JESUS IS LORD OVER ALL (everyone, Jew and Gentile)

· Isaiah 45:23

· Romans 14:11

· Philippians 2:10

BEING RICH UPON ALL THE APPEALING/CALLING ON HIM

ploute,w plouteo
Meaning: to be rich
Rich – God’s grace – 

Riches in this life – supply every need Philippians 4:19

Riches to come in the future  with indescribable glory/inheritance/hope Ephesians 2:7, Colossians 1:27

Ephesians 3:20-21  20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

This promise is to all (pa/j pas - Meaning: all, every, everyone)

All who call on/ appeal to him

evpikale,w epikaleo Meaning: to call upon, appeal to

remember in Romans 10:2 “not in accordance with knowledge” epi added to gnosis = precise knowledge, “to know exactly.”  Here is the word epikaleo epi – upon/on added to kaleo “to call” to call upon or precisely call – why next verse mentions the name – only surrendering and calling on the true Lord of all – which is Jesus (the name above all names) can you be saved
If you don’t appeal to Jesus for salvation you won’t be saved. 

Acts 4:12  “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."

10:13 Paul again quotes Scripture to prove his point (quoting Joel 2:32)

WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED

VI. The biblical gospel promises the certainty of future salvation so that all who call/appeal to Jesus have assurance of salvation when standing before God for final judgment. 

Literally in the Greek: For all who might appeal to the name of the Lord will be saved.

Hebrew Joel 2:32 “all calling on the name of the Lord will be delivered”

Context the only ones who will escape/be delivered from the great/terrible day of the Lord during the tribulation will be those who call on the name of the Lord – interestingly it says those the Lord/Yahweh calls (Balance of divine sovereignty and human responsibility in salvation)

Importance of the name of the true Lord “Jesus” : (Acts 2:38, 3:6, 3:16, 4:10, 4:18, 5:40, 8:12, 9:27, 10:48, 16:18, 26:9, Philippians 2:10)  Baptized into the name of Jesus, name of Jesus had power to heal/cast out demons, and as this verse states calling/appealing to the name of Jesus brings salvation from God’s coming wrath/condemnation. 

Ihsou/j Iesous
Meaning: Jesus or Joshua, the name of the Messiah, also three other Isr.
Meaning of Jesus name: Yahweh is salvation or Yahweh saves. 

Acts 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
God’s great promise - 
WILL BE SAVED (not might, if, and, or maybe) an absolute certainty.

Will –future tense speaking of future time of judgment – the Christian has no fear of condemnation.  

1 John 4:18  18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.

John 3:36   36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

APPLICATION: Challenge for all of you to buy and read “The Gospel According to Jesus” so that you are as precise, knowledgeable, confident and ready as possible to share THE BIBLICAL GOSPEL.  

So if someone asked you: What must I do to be saved?  Hopefully you could point them to Romans 10:9-13 and share with them a Biblical gospel that calls for/demands:
1. Repentance – (Jesus cannot be Lord if someone hasn’t turned from their sin/self/and Satan as lord)

2. Faith – (believe, trust, and reliance on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ)

3. God’s Righteousness (God’s righteousness as achieved by the perfect life of Jesus Christ and not man’s righteousness/deeds)

4. Public confession (not private, secret prayers where there are no witnesses of one’s covenant decision to follow Christ)

5. Future Judgment (warning of God’s coming wrath on the earth and eternal shame/separation from God in Hell)

6. God’s love, mercy, and compassion (salvation is available to all – no distinction between Jew and Gentile)

7. God’s promises (salvation – “will be saved”) 

Are you 100% assured of your salvation, that you: 

1. Have made A marriage like covenant (public profession of faith)
2. Have a ongoing child-like faith/trust in Christ for salvation
3. Are following Jesus Christ and therefore have an ongoing life transformation by the Holy Spirit 

Illustration – remember praying with Clark Hill at a men’s retreat – was troubled when he heard people sharing their testimony and life transformation that he didn’t have a testimony or life change:  I explained to him the gospel directly from the Scriptures/primarily Romans – came to Romans 10:9-13.  He stopped me and said I’m ready to do that.  Told him to express in his own words – His repentance of sin, faith in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, and commitment to follow Jesus as Lord.  He prayed and then looked up at me and said did I forget anything – I reminded him that Jesus is Lord and He said Jesus, “Be my Lord.”  At the next session, He stood up and stated that he repented, believed, and called on Jesus as Lord.  Clark called on the name of the Lord and made a public profession of faith.  He was saved from the wrath of God that night and so can you right now.  Would there be any here who would stand up and state publically and say “I repent”  “ I believe” and say directly to Jesus as a covenant “Be my Lord”  (Wait for response and then close in prayer).  
