The Importance of Prophecy/Eschatology

People are curious, intrigued, fearful, anxious, and fascinated about the future because they are looking for assurance/certainty about the uncertain.   Some look to God and the Bible others look to human/demonic forms (astrology, witchcraft, crystal balls, Quija boards, tarot cards, palm readers, tarot cards, fortune cookies, diviners, and magicians.  “The only voice of certainty about the future is God Himself.  He planned the future and therefore He knows it. Prophecy is unique in that only God can declare the future (Isaiah 42:21).
	The word prophecy (prophetes) comes from two Greek words (pro/before, phemi/to declare or say) means “to speak for or before.”  The prophecies of the Bible came from God Himself (2 Peter 1:20).  As a divine book, the bible contains predictions of the future, which only could provide.  The range of prophetic subject matter is in the Bible is wide, including eschatology (eschatos means “last” or study of last things/end times). 

Why should we study prophecy?
1. Prophecy C_______________ (1 Thessalonians 4:18) and encourages (parakaleo, para/alongside, kaleo/to call) just like Jesus comforted the disciples in John 14:1-3 and 17:24.

2. Prophecy C________________ (2 Timothy 3:1-5) so that Christians can rest in the fact that God knows and controls the future.  For example, the second coming of Christ is called the “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13)

3. Prophecy C_________________ (Acts 3:12-26, 17:31-34) as Peter’s message used prophecy to prove that Jesus was the Messiah, Lord of all (Acts 10:36), and the King of the coming Kingdom (Acts 28:30-31)

4. Prophecy C_________________ (Titus 2.14, 2 Peter 3:14) as it reminds us to cleanse ourselves from defilement of sin so that we are found spotless, blameless, and at peace with Him at His coming (1 John 3:2-3.   
5. Prophecy C_____________________ (1 Corinthians 15:52-58) as it motivates us to live for what lasts/eternal things as we know that we must all appear before the Bema Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10-14). 

6. Prophecy C_____________________  (Revelation 1:1, 22:6) as it informs us of God’s future program for the church, Israel, the world, unbelievers, nations, and Satan/demons.
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2. The unity of the people of God. Since God has always ruled
in His kingdom and since His kingdom is now evident in the
church, amillennialists conclude that God has a single overall pro-
gram in all ages. That program is to provide salvation for the people
of God whether they were in the days of Moses or earlier or arc in
the present age. This program is worked out in three covenants: the
covenant of works, an agreement between God and Adam in which
God promised him lfe if he obeyed and death if he disobeyed; the
covenant of redemption, an agreement among the Persons of the
‘Trinity in which They decided to provide redemption; and the cove-
nant of grace, an agreement between God and the clect sinner in
which God provides grace for salvation.

3. onel and the church. Since there is one “program,” name-
Iy, salvation, for a single “people of God” throughout all ages, Isracl
and the church do not have distinct “programs™ in God's economy.
They share in one continuous program. Thus the promises to Isracl
are applicable to the church. As Allis wrote, “The millennium is to
be interpreted spiritually as fulfilled in the Christian Church.”

4. “Spiritualizing” of prophecy. How can promises to Tsracl
(about a land, a nation, and a king—Gen. 12:2; 15:18-20; 2 Sam.
7:12-16) and promises about God's kingdom be relevant to the
church? Amillenarians “spiritualize” these prophecies. By this they
mean sceing a so-called “spiritual sense” in those passages. They state
that the promise in Isaiah 11:6-9 that ferocious animals will be tame
refers to a spiritual transformation as in Saul of Tarsus, who was
changed from a vicious wolflike persecutor to a lamblike follower of
Christ.* However, sccing a “spiritual,” church-related sense in pro-
phetic passages is viewing those passages in a way that is other than
the normal sense. “Spiritualizing” becomes almost synonymous with
allegorizing, Amillennialists argue, though, that the New Testament
takes Old Testament passages nonliterally, but prophecy can be spiri-
tualized because it contains much figurative and symbolic language,
and that the great teachings of the Bible are spiritual, not carthly.*
Ihe first of these arguments, how the New Testament takes Old
Testament passages, is discussed in the following chapter. The other
points will be discussed later in this chapter.

Hermenentical Bases of Premillennialism
1. Novmal, grmmatical interpretation of Seripture. According o pre-
Millenarians the normal approach to Scripture means that the prom-
s about Christ returning to cstablish His millennial reign on earth
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4. The church, not Isracl, will receive the fulfillment of the
promises to Abraham and David in a spiritual sense.

The view one should hold on the millennial question is not
settled by appeals to historical references. But it is noteworthy that a
good number of leaders in the cral centuries of the carly
church were clearly premillennial (see the following chart “Premillen-
nialism in the Early Church”).

Amillennialism has its beginnings with Clement of Alexan-
dria (.. 155-216) and Origen (ca. 185-254). For more details on
their views sce chapter 2 on the history of interpretation. Origen
“spiritualized” much of Scripture and raught that the present age
between the two advents of Christ is the Millennium. The Emperor
Constantine (272-337) helped pave the way for the development of
amillennialism by uniting the church and the state. This led the
theologian Augustine (354-430) to teach that the church is the king-
dom on carth. Though he spiritualized much of biblical prophecy, he
taught that Christ would return around a.p. 1000. In the Middle
Ages the papacy taught that the Roman Catholic Church is the
kingdom of God on carth. It is casy to sce why the church then
denied a future reign of Christ on the carth.

A number of the Reformers were amillennial. These included
John Wycliffe, Martin Luther, Philip Melancthon, John Calvin, and
Ulrich Zwingli. However, William Tyndale and many of the Ana-
baptists were premillennial. The Moravians and the Huguenots were
generally premillennial.

Postmillennialism was first taught by Daniel Whitby
(1638-1725) and was held by Jonathan Edwards, Charles Wesley,
Charles Hodge, A.A. Hodge, Augustus H. Strong, James Snowden,
and Lorraine Boettner.

Postmillennialism virtually died out a number of years ago.
The impact of two world wars led many to renounce postmillennial-
ism because of its optimistic view that the world is getting better.
But in recent years postmillennialism has been revived.

Present-day “dominion theology” is postmillennial. Domin-
ion theologians maintain that Christians should “take over” (have
dominion or leadership) in every aspect of society, including govern-
ment. In this sense they teach that the church should Christianize
society and thus “bring in the kingdom.” Proponents of this view
include Greg L. Bahnsen, David Chilton, Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr.,

James B. Jordan, Gary North, Rousas J. Rushdoony, and Douglas
Wilson.
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Premillennialisn in the Early Church

1. Clement of Rome (ca. 30-95) £
“Of a truth, soon and suddenly shall His will be
plished, as the Scriptures also bear witness, saying, *S|
ly will He come, and will not tarry,” and the Lord \h:||1
suddenly come to His temple, ceven the Holy one, for
whom )"c look” (First Letter to the Corinthians, chap. 23).

“Let us then wait for the kingdom of God from hour to
hour in love and righteousness, secing that we know not
the day of the appearing of God” (Second Letter to the
Corinthians, chap. 12).

2. The Didache (ca. 105) .
“And then shall appear the signs of the truth; _ﬁrst, the sign
of an outspreading in heaven; then the sign of the sound of
the trumpet; and the third, the resurrection of the dead;
yet not of all” (16:6-7).

3. The Shepherd of Hermas (ca. 140-150) g
“You have escaped from great tribulation on account of
your faith, and because you did not doubt the presence of
such a beast. Go, therefore, and tell the elect of tpu Lord
His mighty deeds, and say to them that this beast s a type
of the great tribulation that is coming” (Visions, 1. 4. 2).

4. Barnabas | :
Barnabas believed that after 6,000 years of hls(ory,_ Cl}nsr
would return to destroy the Antichrist and set up His king-
dom on the carth for the seventh “day” of a thousand ycars
(Epistle of Barnabas, chap. 15).

@«

Polyearp (70-155) :
“If we please Him in this present age, we shall receive also
the age to come, according as He promised to us that He
will raise us from the dead, and that if we live worthily of
Him, ‘we shall also reign with Him.””

o

Ignatius (ca. 35-107) :
He refers in his writings to the last times and emphasized
the attitude of expectancy for Christ’s return.
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when Christ “appears, we shall be like Him,” and then he added,
“Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure” (1 John 3:2-3).

Prophecy Compels

In view of the brevity of life and the soon return of the Lord, which
Paul said would occur “in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor.
15:52), believers should “stand firm,” letting nothing move them
and always giving themselves “fully to the work of the Lord” (v. 58).
Since cach believer must “appear before the Judgment Seat of
Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10), we should “try to persuade men” to come to
Christ for salvation (v. 11). “Christ’s love compels us” or motivates
us to action (v. 14).

Prophecy Clarifies
Bible prophecy presents many details about what God will do in the
future. These facts, given in many parts of the Bible, present a har-
monized pattern of God’s future program for the church, the world,
unbelievers, nations, and Satan.

What Are the Differences between the Millenninl Views?

Interpreting Bible prophecy involves the serious Bible student in
many prophetic details. However, two issues are basic to the study of
eschatology. They are the millennial issue (does the Bible teach a
future millennial reign of Christ on the carth?), and the dispensation-
al issuc (does the Bible teach different dispensations?).

What Is Premillennialism?
The word millennium comes from the Latin words mille (“thou-
sand”) and annus (“year”). The prefix “pre” before the word “millen-
nialism” means “before.” So the term “premillennialism” means that
the Millennium or a 1,000-year period will be preceded by Christ’s

tenets of premillenni
. Christ will return in the Rapture 2
will reign with His saints on the carth for 1,000 years as King,
(Premillenarians differ in their views on the relationship of the Rap
ture to the Tribulation. Sce the footnote on p. 236.)

2. In the Millennium the nation lsracl will experience the
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blessings of God promised to Abraham and David pertaining to
Israel’s land, nationality (“seed”), and king (“throne”).

3. Therefore the church today is not fulfilling these promises
made to Isracl as a nation.

What Is Amillennialism?
The prefix “a” means “no” or “none,” and thus amillennialism is the
view that there will be no literal reign of Christ on earth for 1,000
years.

The basic teachings in amillennialism are these:

1. The kingdom is in existence now between Christ’s two
advents. Since Christ is ruling now from heaven, He will not reign
on the earth for 1,000 years. “We are in the Millennium now.”

2. The kingdom is either the church on earth (Augustine’s
view now perpetuated by the Roman Catholic Church) or the saints
in heaven (the view of Benjamin Warfield). Thus there will be no
future reign of Christ on the carth, and 1,000 is a symbolic number
indicating a long period of time.

3. The promises to Isracl about a land, nationality, and
throne are being fulfilled now in a spiritual way among believers in
the church.

4. God’s promises to Isracl were conditional and have been
transferred to the church because the nation did not meet the condi-
tion of obedience to God.

5. Christ is ruling now in heaven where He is seated on the
throne of David, and Satan is now bound between Christ’s two
advents.

What Is Postmillennialism?
Since the prefix “post” means “after,” postmillennialism means that
Christ’s coming will occur after the Millennium. This view includes
the following points.

1. The church is not the kingdom but it will bring the king-
dom (a utopian, Christianized condition) to the earth by preaching
the Gospel. Or, as a number of liberal theologians believe, the Mil-
lennium will come about through human effort and natural
proce:

. Christ will not be on the earth during the kingdom. He
will rule in the hearts of people, and He will return to the carth after
the Millennium.

3. The Millennium will not lase for a literal 1,000 years,




