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The Symbolism of Baptism
In 1844, a near riot occurred in Rhymney, England; a wagon was attacked, pandemonium broke out in a chapel, and a lot of tobacco juice was spit in the faces of the opponents. 
 The heated issue was over whether infants of believers should be the baptized and if immersion was the right mode of Baptism.  Sadly, Christian baptism has been one of the most debated subjects since the time of Christ.  Many, like the Anabaptists, have been killed for their particular belief regarding it.  Henry T. Hudson writes:
There have been times when disagreement with the “official” baptismal position carried with it the liability of capital punishment.  Throughout the Middle Ages, and even during the Reformation period, Christians were persecuted and many actually put to death because they did not toe the line on the “orthodox” doctrine. In the decree of the Holy Roman emperor, Charles V (1529), it was written that the sentence of death “by fire, sword, or the like” rested on the head of “every Anabaptist and rebaptized man or woman. Tens of thousands of both men and women were put to death in the wake of this degree by representatives of the so-called Christian community.

The Debate Over Baptism

Even among the major church traditions of modern society the same issues concerning baptism are still being debated: Who should be baptized – infants born to believing parents, children who have been confirmed, or believing adults? How should someone be baptized – immersion, sprinkling, or pouring?  When should someone be baptized – soon after physical birth, soon after spiritual birth/conversion, or after a time of testing?  What does baptism accomplish – does it erase original sin/confer actual righteous, promise future salvation, or is it a symbolic act of obedience that pictures one’s commitment to Christ and cleansing of sin? 
  Who can baptize – any believer, any spiritual leader, or only bishops, priests, and pastors?  Where should one be baptized – public areas like rivers or oceans, church baptisteries, or private homes with bathtubs or hot tubs? How should baptism be characterized – sacrament, ordinance, or optional?  What does baptism mean or symbolize – repentance of one’s sins, faith in Jesus Christ, initiation of one’s decision and obedience to follow Christ as Lord, identification with Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection, inclusion in the body of Christ, or all of these?  
The latter subject of the biblical symbolism in baptism will be the focus of this paper as the evangelical position will be assumed that baptism is a symbol rather than a sacrament due to the fact the Scripture does not portray baptism necessary for salvation or a means of conveying grace itself. 
 Thus, the symbolism of baptism will be explored through the lens of Scripture (OT and NT), Church History, and contemporary scholars.  After demonstrating the importance of baptism and showing the various baptisms within the Bible, the focus will be narrowed to addressing the specific symbolism and meaning of Christian water baptism.  Then the paper will be recapped to concisely summarize the biblical purpose for Christian water baptism.  
The Importance of Baptism

The importance of baptism should not be underestimated.  Charles Ryrie notes six reasons why baptism is foundational to Christianity as an ordinance: 
1) Christ was baptized (Matt. 3:16), 2) The Lord approved of His disciples baptizing (John 4:1-2), 3) Christ commanded that people be baptized in this age (Matt. 28:19), 4) The early church gave an important place to baptism (Acts 2:38, 41; 8:12-13, 36, 38; 9:18; 10:47-48; 16:15, 33; 18:8; 19:5), 5) The New Testament used the ordinance to picture or symbolize important theological truths (Romans 6:1-10; Gal. 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21), and 6) The writer to the Hebrews termed baptism a foundational truth (Hebrews 6:1-2). 

The Lexical Meaning of Baptism

Foundational also is the generally recognized lexical meaning by Greek scholars like G. Abbott-Smith who says the word for baptize (baptizo) means “to dip, immerse, or sink” and is generally used of soldiers wading breast deep in water or the sinking of ships.  Metaphorically it can mean “overwhelm,” and lastly it can be used to indicate an “ablution or immersion as a religious rite.” 

Scriptural Examination of Baptism
Scripture has a lot to say about baptism (72 NT occurrences of words from the Greek root bapto), or better put – baptisms.  Hebrews 6:1-3 talks about the elementary teachings of Christ and in verse 2 mentions “instructions about baptisms” (NIV) or “washings” (NASB).  “Tertullian interprets the plural as a reference to triple immersion; Augustine to baptisms of water, blood, and desire; Athanasius understands them to be repeated heretical baptisms; Grotius explains them as inward and outward baptisms.”
  
Modern scholars like B.F. Westcott have suggested the baptisms were “teaching 
Christian converts about the difference between their own (Christian) baptism and other ritual
washings (Hebrews 9:10, Mark 7:4).  The need for such teaching in the earliest Church is demonstrated by John 3:25 and Acts 19:1-5.” 
 
Another possible interpretation is Anthony’s Cross’s suggestion from the context of Hebrews and from Jesus’ metaphorical use in Mark 10:38-39 and Luke 12:50 that baptisms refers “not only to Christian baptism and ritual cleansings/washings but also to the ‘baptism of blood” because Jesus described his own death as a baptism and predicted his disciples would share the same fate. 
 This is a baptismal metaphor for martyrdom where converts are taught that Christians should be willing to be martyred (Rev. 7:14) for their faith as “they have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood” (Hebrews 12:4). 
 Augustine acknowledge the “baptism of blood” by saying, “I find not only suffering for the sake of Christ can replace that which is lacking in Baptism, but also faith and conversion of the heart, if perhaps the shortness of time does not permit the celebration of the mystery of Baptism.” 

Different Baptisms in the New Testament

Larry Dyer,says there are five baptisms addressed in the New Testament, “John the Baptizer’s water baptism, Christian water baptism, Jesus’ baptism, which was His suffering on the cross, Jesus’ baptism of believers with the Holy Spirit, and Jesus baptism of unbelievers with fire.”
   Thus, baptisms in Hebrews 6:2 could refer to the various baptisms mentioned in the New Testament.  This is the most probable since the baptisms are said to part of the elementary teachings of Christ. 
Yet, Dyer missed three other categories or New Testament uses of baptism: Jesus’ water baptism by John the Baptist, Jesus’ disciples who baptized, and Old Testament allusions to ceremonial washings. Thus, all 72 references to baptism in the New Testament can be placed in the following eight categories: John the Baptist’s baptism for Jewish repentance (Matthew 3:6,7,11, 21:25, Mark 1:5, 9, 11:30, Luke 3:3, 7, 12, 16, Luke 3:21, 7:29, 30, 20:4, John 1:25, 26, 28, 31, 33, 3:23, 10:40, Acts 1:5, 22, 10:37, 11:16, 13:24, 18:25, 19:3, 19:4, ),  Jesus’ water baptism for obedience to the Father’s will (Matthew 3:13,14,16, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:21 ), Jesus disciples’ baptizing disciples/followers of Jesus (John 3:22, 3:26, 4:1, 2), Jesus’ baptism of suffering on the cross for forgiveness of sins (Mark 10:38, 39, Luke 12:50), Christian water baptism that testifies of their initiation, identification, and inclusion with Christ (Mt. 28:19, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, 41, 8:12, 13, 16, 36, 38, 9:18, , 47, 48, 11:16, 13:24, 16:15, 33, 18:8, 19:5, 22:16, Romans 6:3, 4, 1 Cor. 1:13, 14, 15, 16, 17, Gal. 3:27, Eph. 4:5, Col. 2:12, Hebrews 6:2, 1 Peter 3:21), Jesus’ baptism of believers with the Holy Spirit for power and proof of future reward (Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:5, 11:16, 1 Cor. 12:13), Jesus’ baptism of unbelievers with fire for punishment (Matthew 3:11, Luke 3:16), and other debatable uses (Mark 7:4, 11:38, 1 Cor. 10:2, Hebrews 9:10 - Jewish ceremonial washings that prefigure or lay a foundation for the gospel and 1 Cor. 15:29 - believer’s suffering for the gospel). 
Common Elements of All Baptisms
One common denominator of all these categories is that baptism is a physical act or 
symbolic metaphor that testifies to the belief, faith, or obedience of the one baptized.  Baptist minister, Erroll Huslse writes:
 “Baptism is a testimony or declaration. It tells forth a message.  Thus, when Emanuel entrusted himself to the arms of John the baptizer he did so as a testimony before heaven and earth.  It was a testimony approved by his Father for he expressed his good pleasure audibly.  It was a testimony owned by the Holy Spirit as he appeared in a visible form.  It was a testimony expressing the entire mission of our Lord – his appearance among men, his going down into the waters of destruction, his emergence again to new life (Matt. 3:16, 17).  

After he rose from the dead and before his ascension he gave an express command that all believers should give visible expression of sharing their testimony of union with him.  Their union with him is to be shown in following him through the waters of baptism.  In this way the pattern is to be perpetuated. Every single believer joined to Christ, is joined to him in his life, death and resurrection. Thus every baptism is a fresh unfolding or exhibition of the life of Christ.

Those baptized in water by John testified of their faith in the coming Messiah and Kingdom.  Jesus’ water baptism testified of his faith to obey the Father’s will. Disciples of Jesus baptized in water those who testified of their faith in Jesus as the Messiah and to follow him as his disciples (learners).  Jesus’ baptism of suffering testified to his love for humanity to suffer in their place.  Christian water baptism testifies to their faith and love of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Jesus’ baptism of believers with the Holy Spirit testifies of his promise to empower, sustain, and glorify believers with his inheritance. Jesus’ baptism of unbelievers with fire testifies of his pronounced judgment on unbelievers for their rebellion and unbelief.  Old Testament ceremonial washings testified to presence of sin and need for cleaning which ultimately would be accomplished in the Messiah. 
Another common thread in all uses of baptism is that all of them have an element that symbolizes something destructive like sin, suffering, and death so that one is in need of something supernatural like washing, rescue, or resurrection.  All uses of baptism also have a spiritual dimension beyond the physical (physical washings are usually described by other Greek words like louo, nipto,  and pluno (Matthew 6:17, 27:24, Mark 7:3, Luke 5:2, John 13:5, Acts 9:37, 16:33, Luke 5:2, 1 Timothy 5:10, 2 Peter 2:22).  The New International Dictionary of the Bible also notes a difference in Greek words between the instances it is used to indicate Jewish rites and refers only to the act itself (baptismos) and the exclusive New Testament and Christian writings use of baptisma that “never refers to the act alone but always incorporates into its meaning the entire scope of the redemptive significance of the incarnate person of Christ.” 

Baptism also seems to employ the verbal idea of envelope, overwhelm, and surrounded.  It conveys the meaning of being overwhelmed.  It conveys the sense of completeness and totality. 
  “Every passage where the word occurs in the New Testament either requires or allows the meaning of ‘immerse.’”

Specific Symbolisms of Baptism
1) Baptism Symbolizes Death and Destruction and the Need for Deliverance
Leonard J. Vander Zee adds the Old Testament roots of baptism as symbolized or pictured in the Noahic flood, Israel’s crossing of the Red Sea under Moses, the ritual cleansing required of priests and worshippers at the tabernacle/temple, and Jewish proselyte baptism.  He notes 1 Peter 3:21 that equates Christian baptism with the symbolism of chaos and destruction in the Noahic flood (Genesis 7).  He says, “the baptismal identification of drowning waters with God’s saving purpose reoccurs in the story of the exodus” and is referred to in Exodus 15 and 1 Cor. 10:1-2. 
  “The drowning, destroying, chaotic waters become instruments for the deliverance of God’s people.  And baptism always carries with it the element of deliverance from the chaos and destruction of sin, a rebirth through water with all its dangers and possibilities.” 

2) Baptism Symbolizes Spiritual Cleanliness and Holiness

The Hebrews with their Levitical laws saw the importance of water for its cleansings qualities.  This took form in religious ritual washings as well as hygienic bathing.  “In order to be the holy people of God they needed to be clean morally and spiritually as well as physically.  The laws governing religious ritual in the Old Testament prescribe frequent washings…these were prescribed for people in various stages of “uncleanness”…and is especially evident in the ritual bath of the high priest on the great Day of Atonement” (Leviticus 15 and 16, Mark 6:1-8).


An additional example of Old Testament baptism for both spiritual and physical cleansing is found in 2 Kings 5:14 when Namaan, a Aramean, is healed after heeding Elisha the prophet’s command to wash (baptizo in the LXX) in Jordan seven times.  The LXX also translates the Hebrew word “t[;B'” (which ironically sounds like “bath”) in Isaiah 21:4 with the Greek “baptizo” and is translated “overwhelmed.”  Moreover, the Greek “bapto” which means “to dip” and is used of dipping in blood or water is used 16 times in the Old Testament.

Likewise, spiritual cleanings is closely tied to baptism in the New Testament.  Bruce 
Demarest says, “In the NT the symbol (baptism) and the reality it symbolizes (new birth and cleansing of sins) are closely connected (Acts 2:38, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 3:21)…given the close connection between the reality (new birth) and the symbol (baptism), Paul may have thought of water baptism as the outward sign of this inward cleansing.” 
  Acts 22:16 is perhaps the best verse to show this symbolic connection with spiritual cleansing.  “Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name” (NASB). 
3) Baptism Symbolizes Conversion From Death to Life

Pre-Christian rabbinical writings record Jewish Proselyte baptism that pictured death and resurrection.  “The proselyte’s conversion to Judaism marked the end of a life to slavery to the pagan gods and the beginning of a new life of obedience to Yahweh, the one true God.  Two rituals were especially associated with this conversion: circumcision, and a ritual bath or baptism.  The baptism was a ritual cleansing that took place one week after the “death” of circumcision.  It marked the point of which the proselyte was ritually clean and was therefore permitted to engage in Jewish worship” (Matthew 23:15) 
  

This closely resembles the meaning given to Christian water baptism in Romans 6:4-5. “Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection.”
4) Baptism Symbolizes Repentance and Inner Change of the Heart and Spirit

David in Psalm 51: 7-10 repents of his sin with Bathsheba and asks God to wash and cleanse him of his sin so that he will have a clean heart and right spirit.  Similarly, Ezekiel 36:25-27 predicts the coming conversion of the Jewish nation and speaks of cleansing by water that symbolizes the inward reality and change from a heart of stone to a new heart of flesh and new spirit.  
  
Demarest notes the link of repentance with John the Baptist’s baptism.  
The Baptist’s message (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3) suggests that his baptism was linked with impending judgment and the need for forgiveness of sins.  John’s additional saying recorded in Matthew 3:11 – “I baptize you with water for repentance [en hydati eis metanoian]” – “is instructive.  The preposition eis is causal and should be translated “because of.” Thus John’s baptism was a sign of prior repentance and a transformed life. 


Repentance is also symbolized and connected to Christian water baptism in Acts 2:38. “Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”
5) Baptism Symbolizes Initiation, Identification, and Inclusion of a Disciple into Jesus
Scripture shows that all baptisms have the common elements of initiation, identification, and inclusion.  Ryrie states, “Theologically, baptism may be defined as an act of association or identification with someone, some group, some message, or some event.”
  “Immersion best depicts more clearly the symbolic aspect of baptism since its three steps – immersion (going into the water), submersion (going under the water), and emerson (coming out of the water) – more closely parallel the concept of entering into the death of Christ, experiencing the forgiveness of sins, and rising to walk in the newness of Christ’s resurrected life (Rom. 6:4).” 
 
For example, John’s Baptism symbolized the initiation of repentance by which people identified themselves by faith in the coming Messiah and their hope to be included in his future kingdom.  Christian water baptism symbolizes the initiation of faith and repentance in becoming followers of Christ, identification with Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection, and inclusion into the body of Christ.  Jesus’ baptism symbolized the initiation of his public ministry, his identification with humanity, and his inclusion with the Holy Spirit to be obedient to God’s will of fulfilling all righteousness and providing forgiveness of sins through his sacrificial death.  Believer’s baptism with the Holy Spirit shows the initiation of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, identification as those who are saved, and inclusion in the future inheritance of Christ.  Baptism by fire of unbelievers shows the initiation of everlasting punishment, identification with the devil and his angels, and inclusion in the lake of fire (Revelation 20).  
Specifically, dealing with Christian water baptism, the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) shows baptism to be a rite of introduction into discipleship that shows them to be followers of Christ. 

Baptism, then, is an outward symbol of an inward transformation.  From God’s viewpoint it is an outward sign to those who believe that their sins have been washed away by the blood Christ and they have been united with Him by His Spirit in His new resurrection life. It is a sign to one being baptized that he is a full partaker in all the benefits and blessings which Christ has secured for believers.  On the believers’ part, baptism is a public repentance for his sin and confession of his faith in Jesus Christ as his Savior.  As well it is a sign of his discipleship; that he is giving himself up to Christ to walk in the transformed life commanded in the Gospel.

6) Baptism Symbolizes the Initiation of a Covenant

Michael Green calls Christian water baptism the “sacrament of Christian initiation.” He says, “The Old Testament reminds us that God makes covenants.  They are between his grace and our response.  He takes the initiative, and we surrender our lives to him in grateful allegiance.  He gives a physical mark of belong to the covenant.  Baptism takes over the circumcision as the mark of the covenant, but the covenant itself remains unchanged: it is between God’s grace and our response.” 
  While rejecting his covenantal and sacramental view of Baptism, there is merit in seeing Christian water baptism as a physical sign of the New Covenant. 

Baptism as part of initiating, confirming, or symbolizing the New Covenant is strongly supported by history.  “The Father’s of the 3rd, 4th, and 5th centuries indeed saw a covenant with God in the renunciation of Satan and the profession of faith.”   One early baptismal formula was the Antioch catechumen that “turned first to the West and said: ‘I detach myself from you, Satan, from your pomp, your worship and your angels.’ Then they turned toward the East and added: “And I attach myself to you, O Christ.” 
  John Chrysostom wrote, “We have all signed a treaty with Christ, not with ink but with the spirit, nor with the pen but with our word…We have confessed the sovereignty of God and repudiated the tyranny of the devil.  There you have the signature, the agreement, the contract.” 


Millard J. Erickson agrees that baptism is a symbol, not a mere sign, of one’s covenant with Christ that should be carried out in conjunction with belief.  
Baptism ordinarily follows upon or virtually coincides with belief...Baptism is itself, then, an act of faith and commitment.  While it is possible without baptism (i.e., salvation does not depend on one’s being baptized), baptism is a natural accompaniment and the completion of faith. Baptism is, then an act of faith and a testimony that one has been united with Christ in his death and resurrection, that one has experienced spiritual circumcision.  It is a public indication of one’s commitment to Christ.

7) Baptism Symbolizes a Participant’s Inclusion into the Body of Christ
1 Corinthians 12:13-14 clearly combines baptism with membership of a believer in the universal church.  “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.”  While this is greatly debated whether this baptism refers to Christian water baptism the early church affirms this view.  The Eastern and Western baptismal liturgies both indicate almost without exception that the font (baptistery) was considered a mother (Eastern) or the womb of Mother Church (Western) where for example the Greek Byzantine liturgy (Western) ends with a prayer asking the participant to “be numbered with Thy firstborn who are enrolled in heaven” and an Eastern liturgy (Jacob Sarug/Maronites) describing Holy Baptism as “the new mother, the spiritual mother begetting spiritual sons.” 
  
John Isaak, Assistant Professor of New Testament at Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary said, “The church is the visible manifestation of the people of God, whose life is ‘hidden with Christ in God’ (Col. 3:3).  Baptism is a visible act with a spiritual meaning; it is therefore well adapted to be the means of entry into a visible community of God’s people and body which transcends any one place or time.” 
 
Summaries of the Symbolism in Baptism that  Demonstrate Spiritual Rebirth, Cleansing, and Union with Christ
A.H. Strong affirms the symbolic union with Christ in baptism. “Baptism symbolizes the previous entrance of the believer into the communion of Christ’s death and resurrection, - or, in other words, regeneration through union with Christ.” He sees six specific symbols in baptism saying baptism is a symbol of: 
1) The death and resurrection of Christ (Romans 6:3), 2) The atonement for sin – deliverance from its penalty and power (Romans 6:4), 3) The accomplishment of atonement in the one who professes his death to sin and resurrection to spiritual life (Galatians 3:27), 4) The union with Christ of the one receiving him and giving one’s self to him by faith (Romans 6:5, Colossians 2:12) , 5) The union of all believers in Christ (Ephesians 4:5), and 6) The death and resurrection of the body which is assured to all his members (1 Cor. 15:12,22). 

Wayne Grudem affirms the symbolic cleansing of sin in baptism:
Baptism in the New Testament is a sign of being born again, being cleansed from sin, and beginning the Christian life…Baptism does not only symbolize Christ’s death and resurrection, it also symbolizes the application of redemption to us, as a result of our response of faith. Baptism pictures the fact that we have been united with Christ in his death and resurrection, and the washing with water symbolizes that we have been cleansed from our sins. 

Ryrie affirms the symbolic forgiveness and rebirth in baptism:
Biblically, baptism is associated with forgiveness (Acts 2:38; 22:16), union with Christ (Romans 6:1-10), making disciples (Matt. 28:19), and repentance (Acts 2:38).  This is not to conclude that water baptism effect forgiveness, etc., but that it is closely connected with those things that begin the Christian life. 

Henry T. Hudson summarizes the biblical teaching on Christian water baptism clearly by saying:
Overall, the biblical evidence supports a general conclusion that water baptism was ritual symbolizing a moral and spiritual cleansing before a holy and righteous God…Repeatedly, throughout the synoptics, water baptism was associated directly with repentance and the remission of sins (Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:4, Luke 3:3)…Water Baptism continued as a symbolic ritual of religious purification.  It was a ceremony which, when matched with the right attitude of hear, marked the beginning of a new relationship with God.  It was associated with the manifestation of the long promised Messiah, and was required of all those who would enter the kingdom of God (John 1:29-34).  The connection with repentance and remission suggests quite clearly that it involved some acknowledgment of defilement, impurity, or uncleanness before a holy and righteous God…From the historical record of Acts we made three principle observations concerning this baptism: 1) It maintained the same essential significance as it did in the Gospels; 2) It was tied direct with the work of evangelism; and 3) It was enacted  without any needless delay…From [the Pauline epistles]  passages such as Romans 6:3-10; 1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Galatians 3:26-28; and Colossians 2:8-13, it is a baptism which brought about a transfer of relationship.  All believers are viewed I these passages as being united and identified with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Conclusion


After looking at the Scriptural evidence, Church History, and summary statements of key theologians on symbolism, the only symbolism that should be accepted as the proper meaning of baptism are the symbols found in the eight different categories of baptism and the specific metaphors that the Bible directly applies to Baptism.  Narrowing our examination to only Christian water baptism still reveals numerous uses of symbolism and metaphors that Arland J. Hultgren is honest in saying that “the use of so many metaphors for baptism reminds us that it is difficult, even impossible to come up with one theology of baptism in the New Testament.”  
  

Yet, to avoid tobacco juice being spit on this paper, the overall metaphor of baptism is that it is a picture of the gospel message that demands men everywhere to repent and place their faith and themselves in the baptism of Christ’s perfect blood and righteousness so that spiritual cleansing and transformation to new life begins.  The totality of the baptism, then, is a testimony that declares, “I am a Christian!”  Within this overall testimony, one outwardly shows their inward repentance and faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  This outward symbolism expresses the inward reality of initiation, identification, and inclusion with Christ where spiritual cleaning and new life is accomplished by his death for the forgiveness of sins and resurrection unto eternal life.  

Maura Campbell sums up the symbolism of baptism well, although this writer would not hold her view that Baptism is a sacrament.

 Baptism has a complex history, beginning in the days of the Old Testament and reaching fulfillment only in the Pentecostal mystery of the sending of the Spirit.  To view baptism in its Salvation-History context is not an excursion into history or symbolism.  It serves a two-fold purpose: 1) Such a procedure grafts Christians to the long history of saving events. These events of the past form continuous saving acts of God, accrued to the personal benefit of Christians through the sacrament of our initiation into the Church. 2) Studying baptism in its origins throws much light on the relevance and meaning of this sacrament for one’s life.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Abbott-Smith, G. A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament. New York, N.Y.: T & T 

Clark, 1999.

Bedard, Walter M. The Symbolism of the Baptismal Font in Early Christian Thought. 

Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 1951.

Campbell, Maura. “Symbol and Reality: Water, Life, Death and Christian Baptism.” Dialogue 
and Alliance 4/1 (Spring 1990): 48-60.

Demarest, Bruce. The Cross and Salvation. Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1997.

Douglas, J.D., and Merrill C. Tenney, eds. The New International Dictionary of the Bible. Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1987.

Dyer, Larry E. Baptism: The Believer’s First Obedience. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel, 2000.

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 1998.
Geisler, Norman. Systematic Theology, Volume Four. Minneapolis, Minn.: Bethany House, 2004.
Green, Michael. Baptism: Its Purpose, Practice, and Power. Downer Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity 
Press, 1987.

Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1994.
Hudson, Henry T. Baptism in the Bible. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Bible Doctrines To Live By 

Publications, 1987.

Hulse, Erroll. The Testimony of Baptism. Haywards Heath, Sussex: Carey Publications, 1982.
Hultgren, Arland J. “Baptisms in the New Testament: Origins, Formulas, and Metaphors.” Word 
& World 14/1 (Winter 1994): 6-11.

Isaak, Jon. “Baptism Among the Early Christians.” Direction 33/1 (2004): 3-20.

Porter, Stanley E., and Anthony R. Cross, eds. Dimensions of Baptism: Biblical and Theological 
Studies. New York, N.Y.: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002.

Ryrie, Charles C. Basic Theology. Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press, 1999.

Strong, A.H. Systematic Theology. Westwood, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1907.

Thompson, David M. Baptism, Church, and Society in Modern Britain. Waynesboro, Georgia: 

Paternoster, 2005.

Vander Zee, Leonard J. Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Downer Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity 

Press, 2004.

Wagner, Johannes, ed. Adult Baptism and the Catechumenate. New York, N.Y.: Paulist Press, 

1967.

Box 163











� David M. Thompson, Baptism, Church, and Society in Modern Britain (Waynesboro, Georgia: Paternoster, 2005), 114-115. 





� Henry T. Hudson, Baptism in the Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Bible Doctrines To Live By Publications, 1987), 2. 


� Michael Green, Baptism: Its Purpose, Practice, and Power (Downer Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity Press, 1987), 54.





� Larry E. Dyer, Baptism: The Believer’s First Obedience (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel, 2000), 31.


� Charles C. Ryrie, Basic Theology (Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press, 1999), 488.





� G. Abbott-Smith, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament (New York, N.Y.: T & T Clark, 1999), 74. 





� Stanley E. Porter and Anthony R. Cross, eds., Dimensions of Baptism: Biblical and Theological Studies (New York, N.Y.: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002), 163.


� Ibid., 165.





� Ibid., 170.





� Ibid., 186.





� Norman Geisler, Systematic Theology: Volume Four (Minneapolis, Minn.: Bethany House, 2005), 155.





� Larry E. Dyer, Baptism: the Believer’s First Obedience (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel, 2000), 9.


� Erroll Hulse, The Testimony of Baptism (Haywards Heath, Sussex: Carey Publications, 1982), 15.





� J.D. Douglas and Merrill C. Tenney, eds., The New International Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1987), 123-24.





� Erroll Hulse, The Testimony of Baptism (Haywards Heath, Sussex: Carey Publications, 1982), 132.





� A.H. Strong, Systematic Theology (Westwood, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1907), 934.


� Leonard J. Vander Zee, Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Downer Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity Press, 2004), 74-75.





� Ibid., 75. 





� Ibid., 75-76.


� Bruce Demarest, The Cross and Salvation (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1997), 296.





� Leonard J. Vander Zee, Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Downer Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity Press, 2004), 77.


� Ibid., 76.





�  Bruce Demarest, The Cross and Salvation (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1997), 252.





� Charles C. Ryrie, Basic Theology (Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press, 1999), 488.





� J.D. Douglas and Merrill C. Tenney, eds., The New International Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1987), 124.


� Larry E. Dyer, Baptism: The Believer’s First Obedience (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel, 2000), 22.


� Michael Green, Baptism: Its Purpose, Practice, and Power (Downer Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity Press, 1987), 45.





� Johannes Wagner, ed., Adult Baptism and the Catechumenate (New York, N.Y.: Paulist Press, 1967), 17-18. 





� Ibid., 18. 





� Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 1998), 1110.





� Walter M. Bedard, The Symbolism of the Baptismal Font in Early Christian Thought (Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 1951), 48-52.





� Jon Isaak, “Baptism Among the Early Christians,” Direction 33/1 (2004): 6.





� A.H. Strong, Systematic Theology (Westwood, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1907), 940-42.





� Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1994), 979-80.





� Charles C. Ryrie, Basic Theology (Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press, 1999), 488.


� Henry T. Hudson, Baptism in the Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Bible Doctrines To Live By Publications, 1987), 193-96. 





� Arland J. Hultgren, “Baptisms in the New Testament: Origins, Formulas, and Metaphors,” Word & World 14/1 (Winter 1994): 11. 


� Maura Campbell, “Symbol and Reality: Water, Life, Death and Christian Baptism,” Dialogue and Alliance 4/1 (Spring 1990): 60. 





