“The Principle of first fruits – giving God first place in 2011”Truth Bible Church
January 9, 2011
Pastor Chad Laird

Texts: Colossians 1:9-18, Proverbs 3:9, Matthew 6:33
Introduction/Questions: Hymn: Have I done my best for Jesus?
[bookmark: _GoBack]To Understand the Biblical Principle of Firstfruits we must look at 7 Biblical Examples:
I. Example of C___________ and A___________ Offering - Genesis 4
II. Example of Jewish F______ call “Firstfruits” Exodus 23:14-19, Leviticus 2:12-14, 23:9-14
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III.  Example of Dedicating the F___________________ to the Lord’s Service 
Exodus 34:19-26, Jeremiah 2:3, Revelation 14:4  
IV. Example of I____________ – the consequences of NOT giving our best/firstfruits to the Lord - Malachi 1:6-14  
V. Example of Levites/P________ – they live off people’s firstfruits - Numbers 18:8-20  Deuteronomy 18:1-5  Ezekiel 44:30 (Pastor’s also to tithe - Numbers 18:21-32)  
VI. Example of the S___________ and Temple as to when to offer the firstfruits and how to offer to the fruitfruits - Numbers 28:26, Deuteronomy 26:1-19  
VII. Example of H_________________ and N_____________________ in generosity/sacrifice – to heap it up for the Lord 2 Chronicles 31:1-10, Nehemiah 10:28-39, 12:44, 13:31, 13:31 
Application:
1. Resolve to have greater POWER time in 2011 
Prayer, Organize, Word, Exercise, Review/Recite
2. Resolve to Journal your times with the Lord to see/gauge/and rejoice over the blessing of giving Him your best, fruitfruits, first place in everything
3. Consider one thing to sacrifice, give till it hurts/costs you something, don’t appear before the Lord emptyhanded.

Conclusion/Discussion Questions:
1. What are some parts of your life through which you could leave it all on the field in a way you haven’t done before? 
2. What are you holding back from God? What are you holding back from others – especially those with obvious needs? 
3.  What would it look like if you left it all on the field for your church or your family? What would be different than now? 
4. Recall a time when you left it all on the field. What did that feel like? What was the impact? 
Closing Song: “You are my all in all” by  Dennis Jernigan
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Firstfruits: Offerings are Given for the Spring Barley Harvest

On Yom HaBikkurim (Yome Hah-Bee-koo-REEM) people offered the first ripe shea (firstiuits) of barley to the
Lowo as an act of dedicating the harvest to him. On Passover, a marked sheaf of grain was bundled and left
standing in the fied. On the next day, the fist day of Unleavened Bread, the sheaf was cut and prepared for
the offering on the third day. On this third day, Yom HaBikkurim, the priest waved the sheaf before the Loro.
Counting the days (omer) then begins and continues unil the day after the Seventh Sabbath, the 50th day,
which is called Shavuot or Pentecost (the next feast on the calendar). Jewish people rarely celebrate Yom
HaBikkurim today, but it has great significance for followers of Jesus as the most important day of the

year, the day of Jesus' resurrection.

‘Yom HaBikkurim is a picture of Jesus’ resurrection. Jesus rose on the third day of Passover season, Nisan 16, the
day of Firstfruits. That event gave new meaning to this agricultural holiday.

The apostle Paul, a Jewish believer and rabbi, wrote, “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his
own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.” (1 Corinthians 15:20, 22, 23, NIV)
Jesus’ resurrection is the promise of the future resurrection of believers. (John 5:28, 29)

Although most believers in Jesus have never heard of Yom HaBikkurim, they celebrate it as Resurrection Day,

o Easter.





