LIFE Fellowship YOUTH UPDATE

What is your solution for sin?

 
God is doing some exciting things in our youth group!  In the last three months our youth group has got a taste of what it was like in the early church to not just read the Bible, but to live it out!  The pages of the book of  Acts have come alive as several youth recently made first time decisions to follow Jesus with their lives and actions, and not simply with their words(Acts 20:21,26:20).  I wish many of you could see first hand the changes and newfound joy in the eyes of the newly saved like Craig Jenkins and Matt Curl.  Also, it was such a thrill to see the thirty-six young people (so far) that decided to show Jesus they really love Him by obeying His command to be baptized (Matthew 28:19-20).   By being baptized they identified themselves as one belonging to Jesus and one who has committed to follow Jesus and to live for Him instead of themselves (1 Corinthians 5:15).  

How about you?  What are you living for?  Jesus is real – do you really know Him and have you been baptized to prove your love and obedience to Him?  Baptism doesn’t save you; but it is a picture that reminds us of how Jesus saved us, and how we can come to KNOW to Him.  It reminds us that Jesus was God, and couldn’t have died because he was perfect (like crystal clear water) and not guilty of the crime of sin.  Therefore, God’s own punishment for sin couldn’t be applied to Himself, unless he willingly laid down his life, taking our sin as his own; and so it was our sin that killed him.   Christ’s own perfection guarantying an indestructible life was not utilized and so He applies His eternal life to anyone who by faith would claim it.   

This is why Christ is our substitution.  Jesus took our sin and our death and gave us His perfection and His indestructible life.   Yet, some are still unwilling to receive this awesome gift because they are unwilling to repent and by faith live for the Son of God by following Him with their life.   They fail to realize that without Christ they cannot meet God’s standard of perfection to enter heaven.    This is the main reason why Christianity is so different than any other religion or “way to God.”  True, biblical Christianity is not a system that tries to be good enough to get into heaven, but rather admits an inability to meet God’s standard of perfection.  A genuine heart of humility and repentance admits a need for a Savior and lives a life of service and love back to Him.   That is why the gospel or good news is a simple as understanding that Jesus paid our ransom to free us from sin, and that we receive this incredible gift by knowing Jesus in a personal relationship established on the basis of repentance and faith.

Christianity is also unique because it establishes a pure motivation to live for God out of love instead of obligation.   Think about it!  It makes sense that our highest satisfaction comes from the freely chosen love we find in our relationships.  It is no different with God; he could have made us robots, but gave us free will so that we would choose to love Him.   This is why the mark of true Christians is a love for God and other people.  Jesus showed us so much love on the cross that we willingly lay down our lives just like He did to live for Him and to return His love.  This is so different from all other religions that do their good works out of a motivation to earn their way to heaven.     

Are you trying to earn your way to heaven?  Most Americans think that they will get into heaven by being a good person.  If you can get to heaven by being a good person, then Jesus didn’t need to die and actually died for nothing.   Most who believe this haven’t thoroughly read the Bible or understood its clear teaching that Jesus came to die for our sins and our inability to meet God’s standard of perfection.    This makes sense!   God is perfect, and without our sin being wiped clean by the blood of Jesus, a good person with even one or two sins would compromise God’s own perfection like a drop of black paint into a bucket of white paint.   By allowing even one sin into His perfect presence, God would compromise His holiness.   

Furthermore, there is no such thing as a good person because we all are born living out the same life of sin that condemns Satan to hell: refusing to obey God and his ownership of our lives as our creator and instead demanding to live for ourselves as the god of our own life.  Also, we must remember that our sins killed the very Son of God, not just the sins of those who crucified Jesus.  We are not good; anyone who has sinned is an accessory to the murder of the Son of God.  That is why the blood of Jesus is precious; it ransoms us from a hell we all deserve.  Those that think they are good are comparing themselves to human standards, not God’s perfect standard.  

The only good and perfect person was Jesus Christ; who died for sinners like you and me.  This is why Jesus came to die.  This is why we celebrate Easter – Jesus victory over OUR sin.   The resurrection proved that God was satisfied with Jesus ransom that substituted His death for our life.      

Receiving this good news requires giving control of our lives to Jesus as Lord (Master).   The Christian life is about following Him with your life, not merely reciting words of a prayer.   We see in passages like Mark 10, that Jesus clearly preached that eternal life  is received (not earned) by genuine repentance and faith demonstrated not just with words, but in actions that satisfy His demand to “FOLLOW ME.”     

Have you decided to follow Jesus with your life?  An initial prayer to receive Jesus into your life is important, but it will be proven genuine or false by your subsequent actions.  Genuine repentance is not just words, but a radical commitment to follow Jesus with your live for a lifetime.   Repentance is a change of mind and a change of direction that turns from sinful living and strives to lives life for Jesus instead of self.   Man cannot change on his own; the proof of conversion is that Jesus actually indwells a person and provides them with His presence and power to overcome the life of sin they could not rise above on their own.   If the Holy Spirit truly occupies and takes control of the command center of a person’s heart and life, there will be change and there will be fruit (evidence).    One of the first steps of obedience or evidences that a person is saved is their desire to identify themselves through baptism as one belonging to Christ.  

Have you been baptized, not out of obligation, but as a chosen act of obedience and expression of love to God?   Do you understand the purpose and symbolism of baptism?   Remember, baptism is like a picture that reminds us of our decision to follow Jesus with our lives.   It is like a wedding ring that reminds us of our commitment to live for Jesus instead of ourselves.   

Picture someone being baptized.   First, it demonstrates to those watching that you identify yourself as one belonging to Jesus.   Baptism itself is an outward step of obedience to demonstrate in actions and not merely in words that a person has actually relinquished control of their lives to their creator, and are now seeking to live for the purpose He created them for (1 John 2:3-6).  

Romans 6 explains the symbolism of baptism.   It describes that baptism outwardly depicts our inward cleansing by Christ blood on the cross through faith.   Going under the water shows that in order to follow Christ we must first commit to die like Christ to ourselves, especially of the demand of being the god of our own lives (which keeps so many from truly being saved).   Dying to self ultimately means a commitment to die to sin.   Inviting Jesus to come into your life will give you His power to live a life like His, instead of living a life of sin like the rest of the world.   Coming up through the water reminds us that Jesus did wash all our sins away.  Coming out of the water demonstrates our faith that we truly believe Jesus conquered our sin as proven by his own resurrection from the dead and that because He was raised, we too shall be raised from the dead after we die.

Are you sure that when you die, you will be raised like Christ and will be with Him?  Are you sure that you truly KNOW Him, and that He KNOWS you?  What is your solution for sin?  Don’t forget this Easter season of why Jesus had to die and why everyone needs a living Jesus! 


Baptism is a picture of the gospel: our need to be washed clean from our sin





Baptism is a picture of substitution: Jesus took our place of death and punishment for sin





Baptism is a picture of love: Jesus laid down his life for us out of love, not obligation – so we too must die to self and sin out of love returned to God





Baptism is a reminder of our sinfulness and inability to cleanse ourselves 





Baptism is a reminder that it is one of the steps we take in following JESUS 





Baptism is a picture showing that REAL Christianity is a life of actions not just words





The purpose of Baptism is 


1. To be obedient to Christ’s command in Matthew 28:19-20  


2. To show outward proof of your inward commitment (Acts 26:20) 


3. To publicly identify yourself as a Christian


(Mark 8:38, Romans 1:16)





The symbolism of baptism depicts Christ’s death, burial, &resurrection and your decision to accept his sacrifice as your solution for sin





Going under the water: Jesus real death and burial – our real death to self and sin Galatians 2:20


Coming up through the water: Jesus washes away all our sins past, present , & future Colossians 1:13-14, 2:13


Coming out of the water: Our trust that because Jesus was raised from the dead, so shall we! 2 Corinthians 4:14


Out of the water: We are born again & no longer a slave to sin (Romans 6:7-8), but now able to live victoriously as a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)








