Proverbs 28

28:1 Principle of the wicked being characterized by fear whereas the righteous characterized by confidence (Psalm 27:3, Ephesians 3:12).  Ex. faith that is absolutely sure and a hope absolutely certain (Hebrews  11:1) The wicked ([v'r' rasha: wicked, criminal) flee (sWn nus: to flee, escape)
when no one is pursuing, but the righteous (qyDIc; tsaddiq: just, righteous) are bold (xj;B' , batach: to trust, secure, confident, relied upon) like a lion.  Q: What do the wicked have to fear? (Hebrews 10:27, Luke 21:26) What do the righteous have confidence to gain? (1 Peter 1:3-5, 2 Timothy 4:8)

28:2 Principle of a strong leader of leaders vs. no clear chain of command. Transgression/rebellion in the land leads to many princes/rulers pulling in all kinds of selfish directions (Deut. 12:8, Judges 17:6, 21:25, Prov. 12:15, 21:2) so that there is no UNITY/cohesion.  Ex. Congregational Church government vs. Elder Rule) Rule under a man of understanding (Singular vision) gives the land endurance/long days.

28:3 Principle of the poor often oppressing the helpless (Elderly, Disabled, Sick, Women, Children)  The poor (vWr rush: to be in want or poor) oppress the lowly (lD': low, weak, poor, thin) like a fierce rain that ruins crops – leaving no food/bread.  (@x;s' sachaph “prostrating rain”)

28:4 Principle that the lawless/unbelievers are identified by what they praise/ support (ll;h' halal: to be boastful, to praise) vs. the keepers of the law/true Christians always strive against the  wicked.  (hr'G" garah: to stir up (strife), engage in strife, resist, contend, fight) Ex. Look at what moral issues church  leaders or political leaders support or condemn (abortion, gay marriage, sexual immorality, etc.) 
Ex. This week in the news: Growing number of colleges like Rutgers allowing “gender neutral housing” and ivy league schools accepting R.O.T.C. now that gays are allowed in the military.

28:5 Principle that unsaved judges are perverting justice vs. Christians who know the Bible are able to give helpful counsel in all areas.    Evil men do not understand justice (jP'v.mi mishpat: judgment)
but those who seek the Lord understand all things (lKo kol or lAK kol: the whole, all) 
(1 Cor. 6:2, Romans 15:14, Ephesians 5:9, 1 Corinthians 1:5, 2 Corinthians 1:12, 4:2, Colossians 4:2)

28:6 Principle that it is better to be poor and have your integrity (~To tom: completeness, integrity) than to be rich and have a crooked/guilty conscience. (Acts 24:16)  crooked (vQe[i iqqesh: twisted, perverted)

28:7 Principle that it is absolutely for our supreme good to obey God’s Word/trust His plan is best.  Discerning (!yBi bin: to discern, act wisely, consider carefully, gain understanding) son
Companion of gluttons/humiliates his father – Ex. Prodigal son Luke 15.  1 Corinthians 15:33, “do not associate” verses Proverbs 20:19, 22:24, 24:21, 1 Corinthians 5:9-11, 2 Thessalonians 3:14

28:8 Principle that the rich/wicked who gain their wealth by sordid gain/usury only gather to ultimately give it to the righteous/poor.  Usury ( tyBir>T; tarbith: increment, interest, usury
 – exorbitant interest versus gracious to the poor (!n"x' chanan: to show favor, be gracious)

28:8 Principle that sin does impact/hinder prayer.  The lawless/unbelievers prayers are not answered  (Psalm 4:1, 17:1, 66:18, Psalm 109:7, Proverbs 15:8, 15:29, 21:27, Isaiah 59:2, James 4:3, 5:16, 1 Peter 3:12)
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