Romans 9:14-18: “Don’t Ever Blame the Merciful God”
Introduction: 
Review: 
- Romans Chapters 1-8: 
- Romans 9:1-13: 
Context: What is the context or question that Chapter 9 is really addressing? 
- Jewish Objections – Gentile Inclusion to salvation and Israel’s hardening
Point of the passage:
Key to Interpreting the passage: 
-  Individual or Corporate Election? 
Theme of the passage: God’s sovereignty and God’s mercy
Outline: 

I. Faith in Paul’s love for the Jews/Israel (9:1-5)

II. Faith in God’s Word/Promises (9:6)
A. God’s Promise to Abraham 

1. “In Isaac are called to you a seed” (9:7) (Prediction)
2. “I will come and will be to the Sara a seed” (9:9) (Fulfillment)
Point: The promise is Christ (Galatians 3:16) and only those born again in Christ are saved and become God’s children.  Only “the children of the promise are regarded as seed” (9:8)
B. God’s Promise to Rebecca (Isaac’s wife)
1. “The greater will be a slave to the younger” (Prediction)
2. “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated” (Fulfillment)

Loved – God choose/blessed Israel and was extremely merciful (they should have become like 
Sodom and Gommorah)

Hated – God rejected/cursed Edom and did not show them mercy (they become like Sodom and Gomorrah) Obadiah 1
Point: Israel’s Election was not out of works but out of God’s calling and mercy

III. Faith in God’s Justice/Fairness


A. Is God unrighteous/unjust/unfair?   May it never be said! (1 John 1:5, 1:9, James 1:13-17, Job 1:22, 2:10)


B. Theodicy – problem of evil (theo – God, dice – just/right) Is God just, righteous, and fair? 
Proposition: 3 truths about God’s mercy that will help us have greater faith in God’s justice and fairness that will also warn us and help us to never to blame God.
1. Mercy is U_______________________ – man deserves punishment for sin/rebellion against God

a. Moses: Exodus 33:19 (God is mercy and God showed mercy)  
b. God’s mercy – does it limit salvation or expand it?
c. Questions about God’s mercy – should he have mercy on all? Why hasn’t he?
2. Mercy not based on M_____________ will or running – it’s an undeserved gift and not by works.  

a. Man’s will (Thelo – to will/wish, one’s inner desire, purpose, or readiness to achieve)

b. Man’s running (Trecho – to run, one’s effort or striving, or actual pursuit and execution of their will/wish/or desire
c. Ephesians 2:5-9

d. Acts 15:7-11

3. Mercy is completely God’s C_________________ and by His W__________
i. God raised Pharaoh up – Romans 13:1
ii. God hardened Pharaoh – why or when does God hardened?

1. Luke 13:34-35, Romans 2:5-11, 9:29-32, 10:21, 11:19-23, 2 Cor. 3:13-16, Eph. 4:17-19
2. Deut.28:20, Jer. 4:4, 18:11-12, 21:12, 26:3, 44:22, Zech. 1:4, 2 Chrn. 7:14, Is 6:9, Ho 9:15, Mi 3:4

iii. God demonstrated His power through Pharaoh – Exodus 9:16
iv. God proclaimed His name through Pharaoh – Luke 24: 47
Conclusion: 

Application:
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