Romans 9:14-18: “Pure Heart or Hard Heart?
Introduction: 
Review: 3 truths about God’s mercy that will help us have greater faith in God’s justice and fairness that will also warn us and help us to never to blame God.
1. Mercy is UNDESERVED – man deserves punishment for sin/rebellion against God

2. Mercy not based on MAN’S will or running – it’s an undeserved gift and not by works.  

Question: Does God Harden Hearts arbitrarily, unfairly, or for no reason? Examples from the Book of Romans

3. Mercy is completely God’s CHOICE and by His WILL
a. God RAISED Pharaoh up – (literally – caused/enabled him to stand) egei,rw exegeiro: to raise up – Hebrew heemadtike – I have made you stand (Romans 13:1) 
b. God HARDENED Pharaoh’s heart – God hardened - sklhru,nw skleruno: to harden (“to make spiritually insensitive, a spiritual condition that renders one unreceptive and disobedient to God and His Word”) 
8 Warnings about a Hard Heart from the example of Pharaoh that teach us to guard our own hearts:

A Hard Heart does not L______________________ (Exodus 7:13, 7:22, 8:15, 8:19, 9:12)

A Hard Heart is S______________________ because of pride/selfishness

A Hard Heart does not B______________________ the truth and needs to be rebuked (Mark 16:14)

A Hard Heart does not do what is R______________________ (Exodus 8:32, 9:7, 9:35, 10:27, 11:10)

A Hard Heart is a serious S____________ and can spread to others (Exodus 9:34)

A Hard Heart is C_____________ from God and unable to enter God’s Kingdom/rest (Rom. 11:20, Heb. 3:19) 

A Hard Heart is used by God to show his power so others might K_____ he is the Lord – Ex.10:1-2, 10:20, 14:18

A Hard Heart invites judgment, J_______________, and destruction  – Ex. 14:8-18, Deut. 2:30-34, Joshua 11:20, 1 Sam.6:6, Ps 101
12 principles regarding the hardness of heart:

1. The hardening of certain hearts by God does not negate, contradict, or take away any force, depth, or greatness of how much God loves all humanity and his desire for all humanity to be saved.  Luke 13:34-35   2 Peter 3:9  1 Timothy 2:1-4  
2. There is a just/fair reason why God hardens certain hearts – as a general principle the Scripture is clear that God hardens sinners who refuse to repent, continue in gross sin even after repeated warnings, and reject Jesus as Lord 
3. We see God’s fairness and hardening/severe judgment only after repeated warning by God to repent have been ignored. 2Corinthians 3:13, Ephesians 4:17

4. God hardens sinners to prepare the way for his fair and absolute justice/ judgment sentence (once he has willed/decided wrath – there is no remedy) Deuteronomy 28:20, Jeremiah 4:4, 18:11-13, 21:12 - 22:1, 26:2-16, 44:1-6, 44:22-23, Zechariah 1:3-
5. This is why there is still a future for nationalistic Israel
6. Hardening starts at specific points where sin/idols are the heart are chosen over God
7. Hardening is given after people refuse to heed God’s repeated calls for repentance & their sin is increasing in severity and duration.

8. The judgment of the Lord comes when the leadership forsakes the truth, buys into lies, and alls evil good and good evil. Mic 3:1-12  
9. God hardens hearts sometimes to show His superior power so that people either repent/saved or are judged – all of which gives him honor/glory Luke 24:47

10. God searches and knows our hearts: 1 Samuel 16:7  Jeremiah 17:10  Hebrews 4:13-14  
11. God’s forbearance only goes so far (severity of sin) and so long (time in sin) 
              -      2 Chronicles 36:11-21 “until no remedy”
· “Provoked to wrath” Deut 9:7,8,22, 2 Kings 23:26, Ezra 5:12, Psalm 106:32, Zechariah 8:14
· “Tested/Tried me” – Psalm 95:7-11

12. God wants us to guard our hearts

Conclusion: 
Application:  
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